
 
 

We’re More than Survivors! 

 
We are both encouraged that so much progress has been made in relation to the Covid-19 
pandemic in our society.  In April of 2020, 23% of all who went into the hospital with Covid died.  By 
September 2021, only 2.8% died.  While we have lost nearly one million Americans to this 
pandemic, the rest of us are survivors.  From what we hear from the scientists and experts, it 
doesn’t appear that we will again have to shut down society in the ways of the past two years. 
 

BA-2 is the next coming variant of Omicron, and while it appears to be fairly contagious, it seems 
that with over 70% of Americans doubly vaccinated, and many others have had covid and therefore 
have antibodies, the new variant isn’t anticipated to have the same impact. 
 

Let us give thanks.  We need to be more than survivors!  The Gospel calls us to thrive, to 
flourish!  As your pastors, this is our prayer for each of you – as well as for our church.   
 

It is also projected by the experts that we will not be “over” this pandemic anytime soon.  It looks like 
we will need annual vaccination, like the flu shot, in order to remain healthy.  Our new “normal,” will 
be living with Covid-19. 
 

We have each had to make personal decisions in terms of keeping ourselves healthy.   It is getting 
easier, and for that we are grateful.  And even if we have to mask up again as a society at some 
future point, it doesn’t look like we will again have to be “locked down” in our homes. 
 

We each have to make decisions as to how to participate in our church.  Some have already 
decided to return to worship and more active participation.  Others are still considering this.  We 
give thanks that we have a wonderful streaming service to offer to those near and far.  
 

But we also know that face-to-face contact with each other is the best way to continue to deepen 
our relationships and build friendships throughout our congregation.  If the future offers more 
opportunities for this, it will be a great sign for our congregation, and for our mental and emotional 
health as individuals.  
 
We’re making this journey with you – finding our way together.   
         -Pastors Steve and Dezo 
 

Do You Want Local Control of KC Police? 
 

As you know, right now, the voters of Kansas City, MO pay nearly all the $250 million budget of the 
KCMO Police.  Yet, we have almost no say in the governance of the Police.  Dating back to the 
Pendergast era in KC, the Governor and Legislature took over control of the KC Police.  Today, the 
governor appoints members to the KC Police Commission, and they are approved by the 
Legislature. The Kansas City, MO Mayor is the only voting member on the KC Police Commission 
who is elected by voters. In addition to that issue, the Commission itself has never represented the 
diversity of KC’s population. The largest number of Commission members throughout history have 
come from the Plaza-Ward Parkway area of the city. 
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It would take an act of the Legislature to start the process of returning Kansas City Police to Kansas 
City Voters.  Would you sign up in your support of this?  MORE2 is leading a campaign -- and has 
asked Jan and me to find 22 others who would join us in this effort. 

There is a disconnect between the police and the citizenry, and a huge step in the right direction 
would be to make the police accountable to the voters, just as the fire fighters and all other municipal 
employees are.  The way our police administration is set up -- it is taxation without representation. 

We are not anti-police.  We have great respect for our police officers and the challenging and 
important work they do.  But this highly unusual way of making our city's police accountable to the 
Governor and State Legislature, is horrific.  We are the only city or town in the State, and one of very 
few in the entire nation, that doesn't directly control its own police.  

For more information, visit: https://more2.org/local-control  

-Stephen Jones 

EASTER SUNDAY 

NO CLASSES: We will not have Learning Community Classes on Easter 
Sunday 

BREAKFAST: we have an all-church reception with food in the Commons for 
an Easter Sunday breakfast from 9:45-10:45 am. We can enjoy fellowship 
and conversation together on Easter Sunday. We CAN do this—and WE CAN 
DO THIS SAFELY! 

EGG HUNT: We will have an egg hunt for the children after Easter Sunday worship. Please bring plastic eggs 
filled with candy beforehand. 

BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION MUSEUM CHURCH TRIP 

Brown vs. Board of Education was a key Civil Rights court case around 
desegregating schools. Right now, Jim Williams, Laura Martinez’s brother, is the 
interim director of this museum. While Jim is there, we’ve wanted to take a day 
trip to Topeka, see the museum, and if possible, eat lunch at a black-owned 
restaurant in Topeka. We are thinking of going on Friday, April 22 from 9:30am-

3:00pm. We will travel by church bus. Please sign up on a Green Sheet as soon as possible. 

Join Our Hospitality Team 
We are putting together a special hospitality team to organize a church reception 
on Sunday, June 5, after worship. This is the Sunday we celebrate Steve’s 50th 
anniversary as a pastor and the day Steve is ordained by our church and by the 
Great Rivers Region of the ABC. If interested, contact the office or sign-up on an 
upcoming Green Sheet. 

EASTER LILIES 
You can give an Easter Lily in memory or tribute of a loved one. The Easter Lilies will be in the 
Chancel on Easter Sunday and you can take your plant home following worship. You can also 
leave them to be taken to confined members. Cost: $10. Be sure to let us know in whose name 
you are giving the lily. Deadline: Palm Sunday. 

https://more2.org/local-control


 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown.  Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain and 

respiratory issues.  
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Pat Logan is now in hospice care at Bickford Care Center in Overland Park; final stages 
• Vonda Breedlove has now returned home and is using a walker to increase her mobility.  She is grateful 

for the prayers of the congregation.  
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in health decline in Ireland.   
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 

• Sue Hansen, living at Brookdale on Wornall Road. 
• Sherry and Jerry Mustapha, continuing health struggles 
• Dalie Ortet’s father remains in serious condition in Cuba.  
• Aria Crosby, one-month-old daughter of Dwight Crosby and Janelle Jones, recently hospitalized at 

Children’s Mercy downtown  
• Stephanie (Spears) Parham and Joy Yonga Choi, both of whom plan to go before the Regional Ordination 

Council in June;  
• Becky Boden who has relocated into a new senior residence care center on Highway 50 in Lee’s Summit 

across from Lee’s Summit Medical Center. 
• Milton Adams, dedicated Food Pantry volunteer, experiencing significant pain while recovering from a 

back injury. 
• Dr. Bill Rinck, who is struggling with some health issues. Please pray for Dr. Chris Rinck as she cares for 

him. 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Rev. Stephanie Spears and James Parham who were married in our sanctuary on Saturday, March 26, 

2022. 
• Office Manager Megan Torres & her family who are moving from a townhouse into an actual house this 

month! 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• The on-going work of the Afghan family’s support team; Parents and children appear to be thriving! The 

father now has his first job in America! 
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — Cosette Kelly  
  

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel 
(military in Italy)  

  Handbell & Chancel Choirs Have Resumed! We Would Love for You to Join Us! 

Practices are each Wednesday. Handbell Choir: 6:30pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30pm 

Beginning at Easter, our Chancel Choir will sing weekly in our services until the end of May. 

Contact Fofo Jackson for more information (785.766.4377; taijungtsai@gmail.com) 

Our church will use the lodge we gave to the Green Lake Conference Center in 
Wisconsin (free during this week) for the World Mission Conference of our 
denomination, July 4-9 (driving home on July 10.) The only cost is the conference 
registration. We prepare our meals in the lodge and the cost is only the food itself. So 
it’s a very economical week and transportation can be provided if needed. You will 
meet missionaries and global partners from around the world. Let us know ASAP. 



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Monday, April 4 – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day  

Wednesday, April 13 – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., April 13.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, April 15, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, April 16, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Claire Bolton, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.589.4678. 

In March, we gave $2185 to the America for Christ offering, surpassing our goal of 
$1900. Thank you for your generous giving! 

The April Communion Offering 

The April Communion Offering is for the Deacon Communion Fellowship Fund. This fund helps 
individuals in our church and community who are in transition or crisis. 

MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS BEGIN! 

What is a Labyrinth Walk? It is a silent, meditative, prayerful walk following the 
path of a labyrinth. You can’t lose your way or get lost. You just follow a circular 
path as you walk prayerfully. Someone will be on hand to offer explanation to 
those who have never walked a labyrinth. Our labyrinth is a beautiful, striking 
canvas cloth that fills over half of the Fellowship Hall. There is quiet, meditative 
music, candles, and chairs around the labyrinth. You may choose to come down 
and watch the labyrinth walk and pray from a chair. 

Many people in our society have been introduced to a labyrinth walk. To our knowledge, ours will be the only 
church with an indoor public monthly labyrinth walk on the first Saturday of each month from 3:00pm—
5:00pm. Upcoming Saturday walks are April 2, May 7, and June 4. On Sundays, the day after the Labyrinth 
Walk, when there is nothing else planned in the Fellowship Hall, we will leave the Labyrinth on the floor so 
our members can come downstairs after worship for a walk. 

We are in need of 2-3 more people to join the Labyrinth Walk Mission Team to host the labyrinth monthly. 
We are running an ad in the Martin City Telegraph a week before the April Walk, and we have large yard 
signs to further publicize the walk. Invite your friends and neighbors! 

Bethel Neighborhood Center Celebration 

On Monday, April 11, at 5:30pm, Bethel Neighborhood Center will celebrate 
111 years of ministry on the south side of KCK. There will be food, youth 
dancers, special guests and music. The new KCK mayor will participate as well. 
If you’d like to carpool with Steve and Jan Jones, please let them know or 
contact the church office. 



   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We are studying of The Gospel of John online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure 
everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings from 
10 – 11 am.  

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Giving was again down in February, under projected budget, by $3200.  It was similar in January.  To date, we 
have given $20,482 and the budget calls for $28,833.  Other income accounts are as expected.  We have not 
yet transferred funds from our unrestricted endowment.  As explained in the past, we have decided not to 
transfer endowed funds unless we have a cash flow problem.  At the moment, we do not.  

Our expenses for February were lower than expected, at $20,185 and the budget calls for $27,707.  We think 
this expense amount will rise some because of items not yet posted.   

For the year to date, we are $9,830 in the red, however, if we had transferred the endowed funds as 
budgeted, we would be in the black.  

We are prayerful that our regular tithes and offerings will increase up to the level we have budgeted for the 
year in upcoming months.  

Sign Easter Cards to Our Confined and Out-of-Town Members 

On Sunday, April 3, in the Commons, you will find large Easter greeting cards to our confined and 
out-of-town members. Each year, these are greatly valued by these members knowing that we 
are remembering them at Easter. Please come to worship prepared to send along your name and 
message! 

National American Baptist Musicians Conference 

Dr. Fofo Jackson is planning to attend the National American Baptist Musicians Conference July 17-23 at 
Green Lake Assembly in Green Lake, Wisconsin. Please contact her for more information and if you would be 
interested in participating in the conference.  

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


UPCOMING APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

“THE LAST WEEK: JESUS’ FINAL DAYS IN JERUSALEM” 
Based on a book by John Dominic Crossan and Marcus J. Borg, “The Last Week… 

What the Gospels Really Teach about Jesus’ Final Days in Jerusalem” 

 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 3, “Friday: It is Finished” 
• Mark 15 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 
• Communion Sunday 

 Palm Sunday, April 10, “Two Processions, Two Kingdoms” 
• Mark 11:1-11 
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 
• Easter Cantata, “Portraits in Grace” by Joseph M. Martin 

 Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00pm, “Was Jesus Afraid?” 
• Service in Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook  
• Dr. Stephen Jones, reflecting 
• Communion 

 Good Friday, April 15, “God Waits for Us” 
• Zoom ONLY (use the Tuesday Morning Bible Study link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09   ) 
• Readings and texts from the last day of Jesus’ life. 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, speaking 

 Easter Sunday, April 17, “New Life with the Risen Christ” 
• Mark 16:1-8 
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 
 

PENTACOST SERIES 2022:  
“FINDING MY VOICE...FINDING OUR VOICES” 

Based on the Pentecost story in Acts of the early church finding its voice and through the miracle of 

communication was able to communicate the Gospel in all the known languages of the world. Many 

people were touched by hearing the story of Jesus in their own language, and as a result, they “found 

their voice!” In the same way, it is important for the church today to “find its voice” in a secularized, 

polarized world. And, in each of our personal journeys, it is important for each of us to “find our voice,” 

to be able to speak truthfully and forcefully from our heart. 

 April 24: “When the Church Found It’s Voice” 
• Acts 2:1-13; 41-43 
• Observing our 167th Church Anniversary (April 21,) Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 
• As the first church found its voice at Pentecost, so does the church today need to find its 

voice in an era when many find the church to be judgmental, dated, sidelined, left-behind. 
The church has a huge challenge in being taken seriously in our secularized society. 

• Donte Brown will be baptized. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a brief meeting of the congregation on Sunday, April 3, in the sanctuary immediately at the 
close of worship in order for our congregation to endorse Joy Yonga Choi in her desire to seek ordination by 
our church and endorsement by the Great Rivers Region of the ABC. The Deacons and Executive Council are 
recommending this to the congregation. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


• April 1st — Friday, 7 p.m. Lenten Prayer Group via Zoom 
• April 2nd — Saturday, 3-5 p.m. Labyrinth Walk 
• April 2nd — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• April 3rd — Fifth Sunday of Lent: “It is Finished” 
• April 4th — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• April 5th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• April 6th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30 p.m. 
• April 9th — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• April 10th — Palm Sunday: “Two Processions, Two Kingdoms” 
• April 12th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• April 13th — Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• April 13th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30 p.m. 
• April 14th — 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday: “Was Jesus Afraid” 
• April 15th — 7:00 p.m. Good Friday: “God Waits for Us” ZOOM ONLY 
• April 15th — Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• April 16th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• April 16th — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• April 17th — Easter Sunday: “New Life with the Risen Christ” 
• April 19th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• April 20th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30 p.m. 
• April 23rd — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• April 24th — “When the Church Found Its Voice” 
• April 26th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• April 27th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30 p.m. 
• April 30th — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

We will continue  to encourage those who worship in the Sanctuary to wear masks in order to keep everyone 
healthy. The red cushions have now been returned to the pews. 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We are still looking for a couple more volunteers to serve in the sound 
balcony on Sunday mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

 

The Hand of Fellowship will be extended to new members on Sunday, 
May 1 in the morning worship service. If you have been considering 
joining our church, we invite you to do so before May 1 so we can 
celebrate your joining! There will be a reception for our new members 
after the service. 
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TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

April Birthdays 
Bill Gillen 06 
Stevie Clark 07 
Lyn Barbee 07 
Regina Moore 13 
Carlos Hopkins 14 
Cole Alexander 14 
Daichi Tadokoro 14 
Sallie Smith 19 
Linda Bolden 19 
Georgia Buchanan 20 
William Rinck 21 
Roberta Stevenson 24 
Freddie Harper 26 
Laurie Tourtellot 28 
John Fisher                          29 

Website:  www.fbckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK AT 

 https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  
The services will be posted on our website at 1:00 p.m. 

Thank you all for the prayers for my health. I’m 
feeling much better. It’s such a blessing to have so 
many who care. –Mariko Prigel 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

