
Crisis and Courage 
There is no possible way to live a crisis-free life.  Crisis is a part of every person’s life-journey. 
Crises often come because “things happen” that we had not wanted or planned.  Sometimes, crises 
open up new possibilities that we hadn’t imagined.  And sometimes crisis brings unwanted change, as 
in the death of a loved one, or the decline of health.  Kathy Hinton went into Overland Park Medical 
Center for a rather routine heart procedure and immediately following the procedure one of her 
organs ruptured causing her almost immediate death.  That was a completely unexpected outcome, 
causing a crisis for her family.  Last week, I met Alex, Kathy’s nephew who lives with them, and he 
said, “The house sure feels empty without Kathy.” 
 

Usually, crisis calls for courage.   We can try to duck or escape the challenge, but that usually just 
makes things worse.  We can keep on doing our normal things, but that also doesn’t address the 
challenge. 
 

What God had intended Jesus to do created crisis.  Jesus challenged people to choose faith over fear 
and resignation.  And he challenged the power structures of his day and they eventually decided he 
could not be allowed to continue.  Palm Sunday was essentially Jesus entering Jerusalem and saying 
to those power structures as well as the Jewish pilgrims who had gathered for the Passover, “I’m 
here!  I’m entering Jerusalem and pausing all the normal Passover-related gatherings.  And I’m here 
to say to those in power: you hold no power over me.” 
 

Many of you know that I have just had a book published. It’s an historical novel on the six-years that 
Rev. Galusha Anderson served as a Baptist pastor in St. Louis.  It’s called, “Galusha…Crisis and 
Courage in a Civil War Pastor.”  When I first encountered Galusha’s story, I knew I had to share it 
in some way with the wider world.  I didn’t think I was qualified to write a novel, but with the help of 
some friends, I persevered and kept writing for over a decade and finally completed the work.  
Trafford Publishing published it last month.  You can purchase it from Amazon.com.   There’s a 
Kindle and paperback version. 
 

When Galusha left his relatively tranquil first pastorate in Wisconsin, he came to his much larger 
congregation in St. Louis.  It was a fit call for an exceptional preacher and pastor.  It was 1858, and 
the Civil War was on the cusp of beginning. The entire nation was in crisis-mode in 1858, and 
certainly so at the launch of the Civil War in 1861. 
 

Galusha’s congregation, like many in St. Louis, was almost equally divided between loyal supporters 
of the Union and those of the Confederacy.  How could people live, shop, and worship side-by-side 
while at the same time sending their sons off to the battlefield to defeat the sons of their neighbors?   
Typically, war is against another nation.  And in the United States, it was the North fighting the 
South, so opponents did not live side-by-side.  But in Missouri, including Kansas City and St. Louis, 
being a border state, had supporters of both causes.  
 

When our church was founded in 1855, Kansas City had only 478 citizens situated along the banks of 
the Missouri River.  By 1860, we had 100 members in our church and Kansas City had grown to 
8,000.  When the Civil War began, our second pastor, Dr. E.S. Dulin, left Kansas City (in 1860) after 
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serving only one year because much of our congregation was scattered due to the war.  Regular 
preaching services didn’t resume until 1864, when the war ended and we called our third pastor.  
However, we occupied our first building from 1859 to 1880. A deacon, Daniel Shouse, continued to 
teach Sunday School even when the quiet of Sunday was disturbed by the roar of cannon and the sound 
of muskets during the Battle of Westport. 
 

Our primary founder, Johnston Lykins, was a pro-Union supporter and his wife, Mattie, was a pro-
Confederate supporter.  At one point, she had to relocate to Clay County when Confederate 
sympathizers were ordered to leave Kansas City by a Union General (Order #11, 1863).  So the crisis 
affected families as well as churches. 
 

The Battle of Westport, fought in October 1864, has been termed “the Gettysburg of the West.” It was 
the largest and last full-scale battle west of the Mississippi River, and in Missouri, during the Civil 
War.  After the Union victory, our congregation almost immediately resumed worship and called our 
third pastor. 
 

It is hard to imagine the crisis that occurred within Missouri’s two cities during the Civil War.  For us, 
we went without a pastor and without worship services from 1860 to 1864 because of the War.  For 
Second Baptist Church in St. Louis, the congregation split in half when Pastor Galusha Anderson 
became the first pastor in St. Louis to speak out against slavery and against the Confederacy.  The next 
Sunday, all the church members from the South had left the church.  Rows of pews that had formerly 
been filled were now empty. 
As tough as things seem today in our polarized society, it is hard to imagine our spiritual ancestors 
facing such a significant crisis, and hard to imagine how they persevered and survived the Civil War. 
 

My point is this: we face crises all the time.  They cannot be avoided.  Our nation has been in crisis 
during this pandemic. And last year we saw the pandemic politicized, dividing our nation between 
those who supported restrictions to control the pandemic and those opposed.  Some even deny the 
reality of Covid-19.   
 

But it has been real.  Last Spring, even though trees and bushes and flowers were in bloom, we were in 
full restriction, and our social world had collapsed.  Nearly all churches were closed and many 
businesses shuttered.  This Spring, with flowers again blooming and trees leafing, it feels like our 
world is opening up again with new hope and promise.  The crisis is not over; but the worst seems to be 
behind us. – Stephen Jones 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devo onal. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
On Sundays we meet via Zoom and in person at 9:30am. A rota on of teachers will be 
teaching this interac ve class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church 
office if you would like the new quarterly mailed to you. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Thank you First Bap st Church family for the condolences, cards, phone 

calls, and visit & flowers from Pastor Steve. May God bless each of you. 

–Family of Mary Collins 



 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
 Bill Be eridge is recupera ng at home following a blood infec on  
 Cheryl Twigg, making strong progress in recovery from her back surgery 
 Pa y Van at home, staying well 
 Melba McIntosh has remaining respiratory issues but ge ng stronger 
 Kathy Raines Booth, Carole Raines’ daughter, undergoing immunotherapy treatments.   
 Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland and Chris’ nephew, 

Ron, dealing with cancer in Texas 
 Debbie Ebright experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers 

 Sue Hansen recovering from a broken hip, returning home from Bishop Spencer 

 Pat Logan, at home, in weakened condi on 
 Sherry Mustapha, at home,  dealing with back pain and respiratory issues  
 Kathy Hinton’s family. She died unexpectedly following a heart procedure on March 14; her funeral was 

on March 20 in our sanctuary  
 Sandi Leonard’s mother‐in‐law, Myra, being treated for cancer; 
 Daylin Ortet’s brother and mother both struggling with covid‐19 in Cuba 
 LaMoine Tatum has been diagnosed with covid‐19 but recovering at home 
 Jill Clingan preparing for a biopsy, requests our prayers 
 Mariko Prigel who has been in Japan with her mother and family a er the recent death of her father 
 Dixie Kelly who is having eye surgery on April 8.  
 Megan Torres, our Office Manager, will be out of the office on April 14 for a custody trial of her 10 year 

old daughter, Adi. Prayers that the outcome will be in Adi’s best interests. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
 Dawn Kirton and Kathy Manda for preparing the wedding anniversary recep on for Stephen and Janice 

Jones 
 Kathy Manda for arranging all the flowers, palm branches and Easter lilies for Palm Sunday and Easter 

Sunday 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
 Cole Contreras, Yui Tadokoro’s son, celebra ng his first birthday on April 14! 
 Gia Dean, Car er Dean and Ashley Bownell’s daughter, will be dedicated in our worship service on April 

28 
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG‐TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson— Randal Palmer — Cose e Kelly  
 

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Jus n Prigel 
(military in South Korea)  

We Need Your Help to Fill the 2021 Flower Calendar! 
Now that we are back in‐person, we need your help! The flower calendar is posted on the 
bulle n board in the commons area. First Bap st has a tradi on of individuals, providing 
chancel flowers in Memory or Honor of someone special on Sunday mornings. If you are 
interested in providing chancel flowers please write your name on the date on the calendar 
and Kathie Manda will contact you for details. 

The Church Executive Council meets on Sunday, April 18, at 12:30 pm after the close of 
worship in the Fireside Room. 



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

The collection and drop off of non-perishable donations for the Red Bridge Food Pantry continues to 
be temporarily suspended due to the Coronavirus. 

In lieu of non-perishable donations, we will gladly accept monetary donations.   

Checks should be made payable to:  First Baptist Church of Kansas City with “Red Bridge Food 
Pantry” noted on the “Memo” line.  Checks can be dropped off or mailed to the church at:          
100 W Red Bridge Rd, Kansas City MO 64114. 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

April 5 Monday – Restocking Day:  CANCELLED 

Between now and mid-March, volunteers will be shopping for any items needed for the Food Pantry and 
will be stocking the items as they’re purchased. 

April 14 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-0250) 
anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., March 17.  They will need to provide the requested information and 
a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered before their request for 
food can be processed. 

April 16 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

April 17 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 816.665.5301. 

We gave $1754 to the America for Christ Offering in 
March. Thank you. 

The April Communion Offering 

Our April Communion Offering goes to the Deacon Communion Offering to support our 
members & neighbors in crisis & transi on. 

Dona ons of Clothes and Toys Appreciated! 

Thanks to your donations of children's clothing, books and toys we were able to earn $90 
toward the next youth mission trip by selling the items at a children's consignment 
sale.  There is another sale in late April so if you are able to clean out closets and leave 
outgrown but usable children's clothing, books and toys in the Heritage Room by April 12th 
we will be able to earn more for the mission trips.   

We are also still collecting adult clothing, linens, purses and shoes to be taken to Savers to 
sell to earn more money for our next mission trip, whenever it is safe to travel.  We are also 
in need of wire coat hangers and would appreciate having any you care to donate. 

We also anticipate having a virtual mission trip to Nicaragua sometime later this 
spring.  Everyone will be invited to attend this virtual program, no passport required!  This 
will be a great opportunity to see those we are in mission with in Nicaragua and learn more 
about the programs from the AMOS staff and participants first hand.—The Mission Board 



Report from Bethel Neighborhood Center, KCK: 

The impact of the pandemic on our programs at Bethel has been considerable, limi ng our group ac vi es 
severely.  But the needs of our community have grown considerably.  In 2020, the food pantry served 23,087 
individuals, senior adults and children through our food pantry, which is a 145% increase over 2019.  During 
the summer months, we distributed 65,000 pounds of fresh produce each week to 2,400 families.  More than 
half of the summer families were new to our center and our pantry.  We provided 1050 facemasks to those 
in our neighborhood.  In addi on, we give emergency food, rent, u lity, baby food and masks to many of our 
neighbors. 

A er the stay‐at‐home orders in March, we could no longer meet in person but we con nued our a er 
school and summer programs under the direc on of our program staff.  We served over 100 students on‐line 
daily throughout the year, assis ng them with homework and staying connected with them.   

The Bethel Christmas Shop was again a great success and Bethel thanks First Bap st Church for providing 
many Christmas gi s this year. 

A er Christmas, we resumed our a er‐school program for children in grades 1‐12.  We look forward to face‐
to‐face connec ons with these children and youth.  We con nue job‐training through our sewing classes.   

The need to provide scholarships to Bethel high school graduates has been on our minds.  The Bethel  Board 
has set aside $3,000 to begin this scholarship program.  A number of our alumni of Bethel Center are excited 
about expanding this important opportunity to help our young people. 

Three town hall mee ngs are being organized in Nepali, Burmese and Swahili for educa ng around covid‐19 
and the need for vaccina on and tes ng.   

Any me you want to donate to Bethel, it would be most welcome.  I served two terms as a member of the 
Board of Directors, but my term expired in 2020.  If anyone wants to represent First Bap st Church, please 
let me know.  Our next project will be providing student backpacks and school supplies this summer.   

– Jan Jones 

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH FEB. 28, 2021 

While our January giving was quite strong, $15,345, against the budget expecta on of 
$12,846, our February giving went down, $8,110.  Together (Jan and Feb.) we have given 
$23,455 and our budget expecta on was $25,642.  However, with monthly unrestricted en‐
dowment transfers of $6,890 we are $8,075 in balance for the end of the first two months. 

Budget spending was $9,264 under budget, which helps considerably.  We are behind some in 
mission budget contribu ons so our actual budget spending surplus is somewhat less that the 
$9,264 number.  We will begin to catch up with our mission budget contribu ons in March 
and fully caught up in April.  

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving.  ‐‐ FBC Finance Board 

Cemetery Lot Availability 

Carole Raines has given the church two cemetery lots at Mt. Moriah on Holmes.  If anyone 
wants to make a dona on to the church, you may have these two adjacent lots.   



UPCOMING ONLINE WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE  

— April Worship and Preaching Series in‐person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on 
Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website — 

 

Due to the pandemic, there will only be one Easter Sunday Worship at 10:50 am. 
(NO Easter Breakfast and NO early Worship Service. Journeys Bible Study class 
will still meet in-person or on Zoom at 9:30 am.) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, “The Paradox of Sacrifice and Gain” 
 Communion Sunday, John 20:11-18 

 Special Easter Music 

 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 
Sunday, April 11 

 Rev. Stephanie Spears, preaching 
 

PENTECOST WORSHIP SERIES: “AWAKENINGS!” 
 

Sunday, April 18, “A Beloved Awakening” 

 The story of Jesus’ baptism, Matthew 3:13-17 

 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

Sunday, April 25, “An Awakening of Discipleship” 
 The story of Peter’s response to Jesus’ question, “You Are the Messiah!” Luke 

9:18-21Peter’s awakening was the first of the disciples to fully understand 
Jesus’ destiny. Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

 Infant Dedication for Gia Dean, parents Cartier and Ashley 

 

GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER SERVICE, Noon, April 2— Via Zoom 
We will have a period of scripture readings, silent medita on, and open prayers for 30 minutes. 

We will use the “Sunday Journey’s Zoom Connec on” found below.  Please join us!   
 

        
 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE, April 1, 6:30 pm.—Virtual and In‐Person 

           This will be a service of Scripture Readings, Music, Reflec on, and a Service of Darkness as we  
           ex nguish all candles except for the Christ Candle.  The service will also include Holy Communion. 

You are invited to come to our sanctuary at 6:30 pm, stream via Facebook live, or watch the 
service one hour later on the church’s website. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 



 

 

 

 

 April 1st—Maundy Thursday Service at 6:30 pm In‐Person and Virtual 
 April 2nd—Good Friday Prayer Service VIA ZOOM at 12:00pm 
 April 4th—Easter Sunday, “The Paradox of Sacrifice and Gain” 
 April 5th—Restocking Day CANCELLED 
 April 6th — Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 April 10th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 April 11th— Stephanie Spears preaching 
 April 13th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 April 14th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
 April 16th—Friday, 1:15‐3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
 April 17th—Saturday, 9:00‐11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
 April 17th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 April 18th— “A Beloved Awakening”/Execu ve Council mee ng following worship 
 April 18th—Execu ve Council Mee ng following worship 
 April 20th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 April 25th— “An Awakening of Discipleship” 
 April 27th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK‐IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We will con nue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to 
make sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly a er. Tuesday 
mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be 
sent to the congrega on so you can link in. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Dear FBC, 
I have worked as your Office Manager for almost 10 months now and I have wanted to tell 
you how thankful and grateful I am to be able to serve you all in this posi on—plus we had a 
li le extra room in this month’s newsle er hahaha. Unfortunately I haven’t been able to meet 
many of you due to the pandemic, but I can feel the love and kindness from each one of you. 
This job has been a true blessing to me and my family, and I know God was working in our 
lives when Pastors Steve and Dezo reached out to me about this opportunity. The peace that 
comes from being able to rest in His presence and be surrounded by people who genuinely 
care, means so much. Thank you for you willingness to accept me as one of your own; I look 
forward to mee ng each of you and con nuing to serve FBC.               Blessings, Megan Torres 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 

Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

April Birthdays 
Bill Gillen 06 
Stevie Clark 07 
Lyn Barbee 07 
Regina Moore 13 
Carlos Hopkins 14 
Daichi Tadokoro 14 
Sallie Smith 19 
Linda Bolden 19 
Georgia Buchanan 20 
William Rinck 21 
Roberta Stevenson 24 
Freddie Harper 26 
Laurie Tourtellot 28 
John Fisher                   29 

Website:  www. ckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK 

GO TO 
 h ps://www.facebook.com/ ckc/   

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  
h p:// ckcmo.net/worship‐services  

The streaming service on our website will be online at 1:00 p.m. 

The Youth Class will 
meet at 10 a.m. on 

Sunday Mornings via 
Zoom. 

Good morning all members your kind and 
though ul expression of sympathy are deeply 
appreciated and gratefully acknowledged. 
 

The Harper Family 


