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You might think that this holiday is all about Mother’s Day gifts and Mother’s Day flowers, but 
there is actually more of a story behind it than you probably realized. This history of Mother’s 
Day involves the ancient Greeks and Romans, a fight from a powerful woman, Anna Jarvis, and 
some effort from feminist Julia Ward Howe. 
Like many modern holidays, Mother’s Day didn’t quite pop up out of the blue. The ancient 
Greeks and Romans dedicated festivals to the mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele, respective-
ly. And 16th century England gave rise to Mothering Sunday, during which children would make 
a pilgrimage to their family church (aka their “mother” church) on the fourth Sunday of Lent. That 
trip also provided a good excuse for a family reunion—and a day off for domestic-servant work-
ers, usually daughters, so they could see their mothers. Mothering Sunday, which always 
comes before May Day, is still celebrated in the U.K., though it is now generally a secular holi-
day. 
Historical precedents aside, today’s version of Mother’s Day in the United States can be attribut-
ed to the tireless efforts of Anna Jarvis, who wasn’t actually a mother herself. She organized the 
first observance in 1908 to honor her own mother, who had died three years earlier. It wasn’t to 
celebrate all mothers. It was to celebrate the best mother you’ve ever known—your mother.” In 
1914, President Woodrow Wilson named Mother’s Day an official holiday. 
Interestingly, as Time magazine reports, Jarvis’s mother, Ann, had wanted to start a holiday for 
mothers in the mid-19th century, but her idea was strikingly different: She envisioned a commu-
nity-service day for mothers to help other mothers in need. This was partly inspired by Ann’s 
own tragedies: She gave birth to 13 children, but only four of them lived to adulthood. At the 
time, typhoid fever was ripping through her Appalachian community, and she and her doctor 
brother organized informational sessions called Mothers’ Day Work Clubs. Their purpose was to 
educate women about proper hygiene and give their children a better chance of staying healthy. 
The origin of Mother’s Day also has an anti-war history. In the 1870s, Julia Ward Howe, the 
abolitionist, feminist, and suffragette who wrote the lyrics for “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” 
penned the “Mother’s Day Proclamation.” It called for mothers to band together to promote 
peace. Later, she also unsuccessfully pushed for the creation of a holiday called Mother’s 
Peace Day. Around the same time, Ann Jarvis organized Mothers’ Friendship Day, during which 
mothers met with former soldiers from the Union and the Confederacy to encourage reconcilia-
tion and find a way for the country to move forward. 
Mothers are the ultimate advocates for their children—and historically, they have been powerful 
forces of change. Following in the footsteps of Ann Jarvis, some women in the second half of 
the 20th century used Mother’s Day to draw attention to important causes. For exam-
ple, History.com reports that Coretta Scott King organized a march in 1968 to fight for underpriv-
ileged women and children, and in the 1970s, women’s groups used the day to discuss equal 
rights and access to childcare. 
This Sunday we will pay homage to the abundant source of love that has been ascribed to 
mothers. Please join us and be sure to celebrate all the women who have loved you on your 
journeys! 
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Join us each Wednesday for a meal 
at 5:30 p.m. followed by 6:00 p.m. Bi-

ble Study, Children’s, Tweens and 
Youth Activities.! 

Worship Volunteers Needed  
 

What better way can we serve God than by serving in God's 
church? Holy Communion is one of two sacraments that we 

celebrate monthly. Have you ever wondered who prepares the 
Holy meal or keeps the beautiful serving trays and Chalices 

bright and beautiful? Since my arrival it has been Linda Rooks 
and I am so thankful for her dedicated service. She needs help! 
No one should be allowed to be alone in the important role of 
Communion Steward when our church is full of talented and 

capable disciples of Christ. Who of you will answer the call to 
help in this important ministry? We need at least 3 more people 
to help. Please contact Sally if you will joyfully accept this op-

portunity to serve and be blessed. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday, May 8th  

8:00 a.m. 

 

Join us for Prime Timers  

TO—GO LUNCHES 

Thursday, May 12 

11:30 p.m. 



Youth & their Families 

Crawfish Boil  

May 15 

 

Please join us for 2022 VBS on June 6th— June 8th  


