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Sermon Series: Made New––the Power of God 

Building on our study of the Book of Gala9ans Standing on Grace we begin a new sermon series 
called Made New––the Power of God. This sermon series invites the congrega9on to explore all 
the ways God redeems us and makes us into new crea9ons. The series challenges the listener to 
remember God’s mercy in our lives and to consider how God wants us to help Bring new 
crea9on to our world.  

Sunday, August 14, 2022 | A8er Pentecost 
Proper 15 Year C 

Sermon: “GeEng What We Want” 
Text: Isaiah 5:1-7 (NIV) 
Sermon in a Sentence (SIS): As God’s people, we should take note of the ways we might be like 
the unfruiSul vineyard and seek to produce godly fruit in our lives. 

Isaiah 5:1-7 NIV  1

The Song of the Vineyard 

5 I will sing for the one I love  

a song about his vineyard:  

 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Is 5:1–7.1
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My loved one had a vineyard  
on a fer9le hillside.  

2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones  
and planted it with the choicest vines.  

He built a watchtower in it  
and cut out a winepress as well.  

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,  
but it yielded only bad fruit.  

3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,  
judge between me and my vineyard.  

4 What more could have been done for my vineyard  
than I have done for it?  

When I looked for good grapes,  
why did it yield only bad?  

5 Now I will tell you  
what I am going to do to my vineyard:  

I will take away its hedge,  
and it will be destroyed;  

I will break down its wall,  
and it will be trampled.  

6 I will make it a wasteland,  
neither pruned nor cul9vated,  
and briers and thorns will grow there.  

I will command the clouds  
not to rain on it.”  

7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty  
is the na9on of Israel,  

and the people of Judah  
are the vines he delighted in.  

And he looked for jus9ce, but saw bloodshed;  
for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.  

Notes:  

• There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, Thy will be done,” and 
those to whom God says, in the end, “Thy will be done.” All that are in Hell, choose it. 
Without that self-choice there could be no Hell. No soul that seriously and constantly 
desires joy will ever miss it. Those who seek find. To those who knock it is opened. ― C.S. 
Lewis, The Great Divorce  2

 Lewis, C. S.. The Great Divorce (Collected Letters of C.S. Lewis) (p. 66). HarperCollins. Kindle 2

Edition.
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Sunday, August 21, 2022 | A8er Pentecost 
Proper 16 Year C 

Sermon: “One Step Beyond Cau9on” 
Text: Luke 13:10-17 
SIS: When we follow Jesus, we must ensure that we don’t let our no9on of what is proper 
undermine our ability to show people the kingdom of God.  

Luke 13:10-17 (NIV) 

Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath 
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there 

who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not 
straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, 
you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she 
straightened up and praised God.  

14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the 
people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the 
Sabbath.”  

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath un9e 
your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this 
woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set 
free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”  

17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted 
with all the wonderful things he was doing.  3

Notes:  

• Then Bishop-in-Residence at Candler School of Theology, Bishop L. Bevel Jones used to tell 
us that as pastors we should always be willing to stay one step beyond cau9on. Not two! 
Just one! In doing so, we find a way of leaving our comfort zone and finding ourselves 
opera9ng within the realm of the Spirit of God.  

  The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Lk 13:10–17.3 3
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Sunday, August 28, 2022 | A8er Pentecost 
Proper 17 Year C 

Sermon: “One Step Beyond Cau9on” 
Text: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
SIS: When we follow Jesus, we must ensure that we don’t let our no9on of what is proper 
undermine our ability to show people the kingdom of God.  

Luke 14:1,7-14 NIV 

14 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was 

being carefully watched.  4

7 When he no9ced how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them 
this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 
honor, for a person more dis9nguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who 
invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, 
you will have to take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a beler place.’ 
Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your 
friends, your brothers or sisters, your rela9ves, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may 
invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, 
you will be repaid at the resurrec9on of the righteous.”  5

Notes:  

• Romans 12:3 NIV:  “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.”  6

  

 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Lk 14:1.4

  The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Lk 14:7–14.5

 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Ro 12:3.6

08.08.2022	 5

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.Ro12.3&off=37&ctx=+the+Body+of+Christ%0a~3%C2%A0For+by+the+grace+g
https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.Lk14.7&off=0&ctx=+nothing+to+say%E2%80%A2%E2%80%A2.+%0a~7%C2%A0%E2%80%A2When+he+noticed+h
https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.Lk14.1&off=49&ctx=4:8%E2%80%9310Ref%E2%80%94Pr+25:6%2c7%0a~14+One+Sabbath%2c+when


Sunday, September 4, 2022 | A8er Pentecost 
Proper 18 Year C 

Sermon: “Like Clay” 
Text: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
SIS: Like clay in the hands of a poler so we must be pliable that our lives might be shaped and 
formed as God sees fit.  

Jeremiah 18:1-11 NIV 

At the PoVer’s House 

18 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Go down to the poler’s 

house, and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the poler’s house, and I 
saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his 
hands; so the poler formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.  

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this 
poler does?” declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the poler, so are you in my hand, 
Israel. 7 If at any 9me I announce that a na9on or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and 
destroyed, 8 and if that na9on I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on 
it the disaster I had planned. 9 And if at another 9me I announce that a na9on or kingdom is 
to be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will 
reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.  

11 “Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what 
the Lord says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So 
turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your ac9ons.’  7

Notes:  

• I told Adrienne that I had this great children’s message idea…geEng some silly puly. 
Showing the kids how it can be shaped and molded. But the cool thing about silly puly was 
when we were kids you could press it against the funny pages and reproduce the image of 
the comic strip. And I was thinking about how God wants us to not only be shaped by him 
but be pressed by him and we will actually bear the image of God in our lives. 

 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Je 18:1–11.7
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Sermon Series: Take Heart––the Faithfulness of God 

This seven-week sermon series encourages the congrega9on to take heart in the gospel. We 
may face many difficult situa9ons as we strive to follow Jesus, but he will remain faithful to us 
no maler what we encounter. Like Paul, we can be confident that God will reward all who have 
longed for Jesus’ appearance (2 Timothy 4:8). 

More to come.  

Target date of compleZon: August 22, 2022. 
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Sermon Series: Glorify––Surrender to Christ 

This four-week series concludes the church year on a note of thanksgiving. Themes of hope, 
gra9tude, and courage prevail with prac9cal applica9ons in worship, prayer, and spiritual 
prac9ces, as we remember that God lirs us up as we bless and extol the name of Jesus.  

More to come. 

Target date of compleZon: August 29, 2022. 
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