
Dear Westminster Church Family, 
 
In our Presbyterian polity, Elders have a central role in the life of the church. According to 
the Book of Order (part of our constitution), Elders “are chosen by the congregation to 
discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its 
faith and life…” (G-2.0301) The Session’s main concern is the spiritual well-being of the 
whole congregation.  
 
You should be very proud of your elected Elders during the past 11 months. It has often 
been a difficult, painstaking process, but the Session has strived both to provide for 
worship services (as altered as they may be), and also to encourage us to allow God to 
deepen and shape our life with Him in the challenges we’re going through. No matter 
what our personal feelings have been about this pandemic, I pray expectantly that 
Westminster comes through it with deeper faith, compassion, love, and patience.  
 
Having said that, this COVID journey is not yet over. However, at their February 9 meeting 
the Westminster Session approved some significant steps to lessen some COVID 
restrictions. Please read these carefully:  

• Beginning February 14, the front part of the Sanctuary will have tape removed, 
allowing people to self-monitor where they sit, though people are still urged to 
practice social distancing between households. The back part of the Sanctuary still 
has alternating rows open. Please continue to be sensitive to the needs and 
boundaries of others.  

• Coffee will be provided by the Deacons in the Lobby this Sunday, February 14. 

• Beginning February 21, the Deacons will be organizing both coffee and donuts in 
the Lobby following worship. (You can find the sign-up sheet for coffee hosts in 
the kitchen!) People will have three options: 

1. Enjoy coffee and donuts outdoors. (People worshiping in the parking lot 
are welcome to come in, or we can bring something to your car!) 

2. Stay and visit in the Lobby (masks required, for now) 
3. Take your coffee and donuts into the Fellowship Hall (masks optional) 

• Masks are still required in the Sanctuary during worship for now. We are hopeful 
for steady progress. The Session will meet again in two weeks to evaluate how 
things are going. (Please fill out the short survey on the back of the Connection 
Card in the bulletin.) 

• We will continue to have the Children’s Message on the front steps of the 
Sanctuary.  

• Elders would appreciate hearing your constructive feedback. Feel free to contact 
any of our elders or pastors: 

o Tim Hamilton 
o Randy Erickson 
o Larry Froistad 
o Patty Griffin 
o Rich Patton 
o Scott Kenner 
o Angie Anderson 

o Greg Swenson 
o Jim Speirs 
o Don Nolting 
o Ray DeGeest 
o Andrew Bellisle 
o Bob Jacobs



 


