
Service Order & Announcements for May 31, 2020 
Sometimes, we can trick ourselves into thinking we own something that isn’t really ours. What 
would life look like if we never laid claim to anything? If we recognized that everything on the 
earth is the Lord’s? This week, a welcomed guest, Dr. Eric Elder, explores what it means to take 
care of something that isn’t ours. 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 100 NLT) 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 
    Worship the Lord with gladness. 
    Come before him, singing with joy. 
  
Acknowledge that the Lord is God! 
    He made us, and we are his. 
    We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
    go into his courts with praise. 
    Give thanks to him and praise his name. 
  
For the Lord is good. 
    His unfailing love continues forever, 
    and his faithfulness continues to each generation. 
 
OPENING SONG: This is My Father’s World (CCLI # 6167640) 
 
This is my Father's world 
And to my list'ning ears 
All nature sings and 'round me rings 
Music of the spheres 
This is my Father's world 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees of skies and seas 
His hand the wonders wrought 
 
This is my Father's world 
The birds their carols raise 
The morning light the lily white 
Declare their Maker's praise 
This is my Father's world 
He shines in all that's fair 
In the rust'ling grass I hear Him pass 
He speaks to me ev'rywhere 
 
This is my Father's world 
O let me ne'er forget 
And though the wrong seems oft so strong 
God is the Ruler yet 



 
This is my Father's world 
Why should my heart be sad 
The Lord is King let the heavens ring 
God reigns let the earth be glad 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart 
and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive 
what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Through Christ our 
Lord, Amen. 
 
PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL:   
Scripture: Genesis 1:1; 2:15 & Psalm 24:1 
Message: “Caring for What Isn’t Ours” 
 
COMMUNITY PRAYER 
 
CLOSING SONG: How Great Thou Art (CCLI # 14181) 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy pow'r thru'out the universe displayed 

Then sings my soul: My Savior God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul: My Savior God to Thee 

And when I think that God His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin (Chorus) 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God how great Thou art (Chorus0 

BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
 
Tentative Re-Opening Plan 
When our Session (board of elders) met on May 26, they approved the following timeline for a 
phased resumption of in-person worship at Westminster: 
 

• Beginning June 7: 10am Outdoor Worship at Westminster 
Weather permitting, people are welcome to bring lawn chairs or blankets to worship in the great 
outdoors at Westminster. We will be practicing at least 6’ social distancing, and there will be 
other health precautions taken (e.g. no donut/coffee time, no bulletins or passing plates, limited 
access to restrooms, etc.) Masks are not required (but also not prohibited!). People can also 
choose to remain in their cars if they prefer (or if it rains!). Watch for parking attendants. Sorry, 
no nursery care; families, please stay together. You can find the service order & 
announcements on the Westminster app.  
 

• Beginning July 5: Moving Worship Indoors 
We will begin worship indoors, following certain safety guidelines (more on this later). We will 
continue to provide an online worship service on our website (rcwestminster.com) throughout 
the summer for those who are not comfortable or unable to gather in person. 
 
Three important things regarding this timeline. 

1. This timeline is tentative, based on factors outside our control, such as rates of 
community spread of the virus, state and local recommendations, etc. We hope to stick 
to this timeline, but we can’t guarantee it. We’ll move ahead only when it is wise to do 
so, and we’ll do our best to keep everyone informed.  

 
2. Please continue to be understanding and kind. Not everyone agrees about the best way 

forward, but we can make our way together – and the way we do so is a witness to those 
around us. Please honor others by honoring our safety rules and lovingly bearing with 
others who may think differently than you. 

 
3. We need LOTS OF HELP! There are a lot of roles to fill to pull off our plan – set up, take 

down, cleaning, hospitality, etc. Please visit the “I CAN HELP!” banner on the 
Westminster website, or check your mail. 

 
PARKING LOT WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY – PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CHAIRS (OR 
BLANKETS)! 
 
We need lots of help with Parking Lot Worship next week. Please check out the “I CAN HELP!” 
banner on the Westminster website, and check your mail! 
 
PRAYER WALK JUNE 4 
Our Westminster Prayer Ministry is organizing a neighborhood prayer walk on Thursday, June 4 
at 6pm. Meet at Westminster and we’ll pray for our neighbors! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS, KIRA ENNEN! 
We’re thrilled to announce that Kira Ennen is the 2020 recipient of the $500 Herb Pfeiffer 
Memorial Scholarship! 
 
 
 



PARKING LOT CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME! 
We will be having some much-needed repairs done on the Westminster parking lot in July or 
August. If you’d like to make a special gift to help defray these expenses, your tax-deductible 
gift would be welcome! Thank you! 
 
MANY THANKS FOR THE CORNERSTONE MEAL! 
A great group of folks from Westminster, led by our Servanthood Team, put together over 100 
meals to be distributed by the Cornerstone Rescue Mission on Thursday, May 28. Thank you!! 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY! 
These are challenging times for churches; your consistent and generous gifts are much 
appreciated! If the economy has hurt you personally, please let us know so we can be 
praying and walking with you through this tough time. (And let us know if you need to 
amend your pledge.) On the other hand, if you’re in a position to increase your gift, or 
make a special gift (perhaps unneeded financial stimulus money?), it would make a 
huge difference. Thank you! 
• Mail your gift in (1012 Soo San Drive 57702) 
• Even better, sign up for online giving (https://rcwestminster.com/give). Please call 
the office (343-2164) if we can help you walk through the set-up process! 
 
SUMMER SERIES ON THE LIFE OF MOSES! 
Beginning June 7 and throughout the summer, we will be walking with Moses. His entire 
life and ministry was a time of profound unsettledness, yet at the same time he and the 
nation of Israel were being established by God. We have a lot to learn from Moses to 
apply to our life today! 


