
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
December 9, 2020 
 
Dear Westminster Family: 
 
We’ve all seen them: the pairs of photos contrasting “before” and “after.” It could be a home 
restoration project. The kitchen is an outdated shambles in the first photo, and a gleaming modern 
masterpiece in the second. Or it could be someone’s middle-aged beer belly in the first shot, and a 
toned six-pack in the second. Then again, the first image could be a swanky marina full of beautiful 
sailboats, and the “after” picture is of the devastation caused by the hurricane.  
 
Before, and after. Which are you? I think it’s easier to picture our lives in the “after” phase. We can look 
back on what things were like before ________ happened (you fill in the blank). You might be 
remembering fondly what life was like before the pandemic (and eager to get back to it) – or before 
whatever it was that changed your life for better or worse – yet here we are now. I look back on the 
earlier years of my life and how little I understood, how little perspective and maturity I had (and how 
patient other people, and God, had to be with me!).  
 
But the same could be said about seeing our lives in the “before” phase. It’s a bit of a mind-bender, 
but remember that we are always living in the future’s past. What is it that hasn’t happened yet? (Is it 
safe to assume that 2021 will be better than 2020?) What don’t we yet understand, or what 
perspective on wisdom has not yet been won? 
 
Here’s a big question: What is our Heavenly Father patiently trying to teach us or form in us? As 
we prepare to turn the corner into 2021, I’m eager to press into this question with you! 1 John 3:2 
puts this in a fresh light:  
 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

 
So in this Advent spirit of anticipation, let me mention a couple of things as we conclude this year and 
look forward to the next. 
 
First, THANK YOU! Words cannot express the gratitude I and all of Westminster’s leadership feel for 
the many ways our congregation has shown generosity, forbearance, and grace during a difficult year. 
We have seen people bear with each other even when their opinions have differed. Many people 
have stepped up to help in practical ways as we’ve found ways to maintain vibrant worship. People 
have prayed for and reached out to others who have been isolated. And much, much more! 
 
Second, we have maintained a vital partnership with the Holistic Evangelism Project in Tete 
Province, Mozambique. Westminster’s over-and-above Advent Offering this year will be supporting 
this life-changing sharing of the gospel. (See attached letter.) 
 

(over) 



 
 
Third, if you’re able, please fulfill your 2020 pledge. We’re looking forward to a fruitful year of 
ministry in 2021, thanks to God’s providence through your giving. I’m especially excited that the 
Children’s Ministry position recently held by Lacey Brown will become a full-time position as we invest 
even more in reaching others with the good news about Jesus! You can contact Lisa Beck at 
lisa@rcwestminster.com if you have questions about your pledge status. You may also wish to make a 
special gift toward a specific purpose; call the church office if you need some ideas. Thank you! 
 
The month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who had two faces – one looking back 
and the other looking forward. We praise God for his faithfulness over the past year, and we look 
forward to God’s faithfulness in the year to come. I’m so glad we’re on this journey together! 
 
Please join us as we worship in celebration of God’s amazing gift of Jesus! 

• Sunday, December 20 @ 4pm: “The Longest Night” – a Service of Lament and Hope. This is a 
brief time of worship to acknowledge the pains and losses of life (ours and of others), and then, 
out of that lament, to worship God afresh! 

• Thursday, December 24 @ 4pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve worship in the Sanctuary 

• Sunday, December 27 @ 10am: Worship with Christmas Hymn-Sing 
• Note: all of these services will also be available in the parking lot over 91.1FM. 

 
Grace and peace to you! 
 
Pastor Bob 
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