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How can I stop? 
 

With the fall comes a multitude of changes. The temperature is 

beginning to drop, the leaves are falling from their branches as 

their colors change. Pumpkins galore in every direction you 

look and the best of apple pies and dumplings at your finger-

tips. But the change reminds of seasons in our own lives. There 

are times of plenty and times of want; times of health and times 

of sickness; times of birth and times of loss. King Solomon says 

there are seasons for everything. But how do we handle the 

change? How can we stop from excessive worry. How do we 

keep our faith when the season is unfavorable? And the answer 

seems so simple. Rejoice! Be thankful! Trust what God is doing 

and there is a plan through it all.  I'll admit I prefer the good 

times in life but I'm learning to be filled with gratitude in the less 

than stellar seasons. This fall might we find the joy in knowing 

the Lord and the future he has in store for us. Let's call it the 

season of eternity and we can start living that even now when 

we allow Jesus to reign fully in our lives.  

 

Blessings :-) 

 

Pastor Matt Christ 
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 Pastor Appreciation Month 

 
Oct. 1 - World Communion Sunday 
   12 Noon  -  Love Feast 
 
Oct. 3 - 7:00 PM Leadership Team mtg   
 
Oct. 7 - 6:00 PM Fall Fest & Hayride  
    
Oct. 8 - Harvest Home Sunday 
 
Oct. 15 - 12 Noon Church Potluck Meal      
       Food Pantry collection Sunday 
 
Oct. 18 - Newsletter Deadline 
 
Oct.  20 - 3:00 PM Bethel Food Pantry 
 
Oct. 22 - 12 noon Golden Age Banquet 
 
Oct. 24 - Ministry Team minutes due 
 
Oct. 28 - 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast / 
      cafe 
 

Matthew D. Bicher  1 

Flora Willette     2 

Tammy J. Trout    3 

James E. Batz     4 

Aaron Hartranft  5 

Sara E. Bryant   6 

Jennifer Mirth                 6 

Valerie Denise Johnson         7 

Karen Myers              7 

Scott G. Gerberich             9 

Shirley Blouch                        10 

Tiffany Bicksler           12 

Alexis R. Wise                        12 

Beverly Zimmerman           12 

Stephanie R. Counsil            13 

Robert Houser           13 

Rae Derr            13 

Gina M. Borelli           14 

Renee Hershey        14 

Jennifer Bashore        15 

Sarah Kolbe                     15 

Carol Peace         16 

Alan Bashore         16 

Robert Sweitzer        18 

Alexander Hollenbach      20 

Lisa Care          26 

Andrew Hollenbach         26 

Shawn M. Foesig         31 

Dorothy Lutz           31 

 NOTE  -  COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

 Parents, if you have a son or     
 daughter attending  college this                     
 year, please leave an address with 

the secretary so we can support them with 
cards and letters of encouragement through-
out the coming year. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

this month’s Newsletter. The deadline for the 

next edition is the 3rd Wednesday of the 

month. Open to all.  Feel free to share Little 

Swatara Church related events, thoughts, 

pictures of past events, articles summarizing 

past and future events, or anything else.  
 

Email:secretary@littleswatara.org 

 

Please remember to 
check your church  

mailbox! 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

9:00 am  -  12:00 pm 
Tues, Thurs. & Fri 
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       The Gathering Place  
is in need of volunteers. Con-

tact Patty Timmins if you can 

help  with this important minis-

try of  Little Swatara to the com-

munity of Bethel. 

Help Wanted 

Answer: 

       

      Can you help? Little Swatara 
       is in need of a Cemetery 
                  chairperson.  Please con - 
                             tact Richard Yenser 

  "Do you love Jesus? Do you 

  love working with children?  

  Little Swatara Preschool is look-

          ing for volunteers in our class-

            rooms! If interested please con-

tact Sara Bryant at:      

                  sara.bryant@littleswatara.org" 

Address Changes: 
  
 Paul Sweigart 
 Towne Centre  -  Rm 202 
 7 W. Park Avenue 
 Myerstown, PA 17067 
 
 Lauren & Linda Cass 
 128 North Street 
 Rockwood, PA 15557 

A (John 12:46 NIV) 

Minister to Your Ministers 
In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month  

 

Accept them as people. 

Build them up. Say “thank you.” 

Communicate with them. 

Defend them when someone tries to run 

them down. 

Entertain them. They like to have fun, too! 

Family. Allow them to have a family life. 

Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself 

around them. 

Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, 

but respect them. 

Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a 

concern. 

Judge not! Avoid being critical. 

Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated. 

Love. See 1 Corinthians 13. 

Maintain. Their families have the same needs 

as other families. 

Nurture. Help them grow in grace. 

Offer to help. The list of things you can do is 

endless. 

Pray for them. Lift up their names to God dai-

ly. 

Quelch not. Encourage instead! 

Rejoice in and with them. 

Surprise them — in little and big ways. 

Trust them. Believe in them. 

Understand them. Put yourself in their place. 

Vacation. They need time away. 

Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait 

for an invitation. 

eXpend yourself, not them. 

Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with 

grace and dignity. 

Zap all gossip! 

“When life gives you more than you can 
stand … kneel.” 

                                                  —Unknown  

mailto:sara.bryant@littleswatara.org
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         The next Widows luncheon    

                                will be Tuesday, Oct.10th 

                                             11:30 a.m. 

                              The Country Fare Restaurant   

                                          Myerstown, PA 

Information Updates from Little Swatara 

 

Live Nativity! 
Given all the fun that was had at last year’s Live 

Nativity, we would like to try again this year, 

and expand a bit.  Please keep Sunday De-

cember 10th, from 6-8pm on your calendar!  

We are looking to participants to play shep-

herds, wisemen, angels, innkeepers and cen-

sus takers and will need at least 15 volunteers 

of all ages, persons to help with costumes, 

lights, setup and more!   We’ll also be looking 

for set pieces such as large skids and hay 

bales  and for live animals.  
 

This was a great success last year, and gener-

ated a great deal of traffic from the community 

despite some less than perfect weather. 
 

If you’re interested in helping out – please 

save the date, and see any member of the Mu-

sic & Worship team.  Sign-up sheets will be 

posted closer to November.  

 

Closet Clean Out!! 
The Music and Worship team has decided it’s 

past time to clean out our various closets.  This 

includes the audio closet immediately outside 

the Treasurer’s office, the Choir Room, and the 

Bell Choir closet at the top of the kitchen 

steps.  Since we all have a busy fall, and would 

like to give people as much time as possible 

this clean out will happen this winter.  If you 

have items in any of these closets that need to 

be kept, please make sure they are clearly 

marked and cleanly organized by the end of 

the year.  Thanks!! 

THANK YOU—THE BIKE & HIKE 
WRAP-UP 

Over $127,000 was raised on  
Sunday, September 10, 2023 

Rain, although off-and-on and spotty, 

forced the decision to cancel the motorcy-

cle and bicycle portions of the 2023 Bike & 

Hike. But the Hike went on and so did the 

Incredible Ice Cream Celebration, which 

was as good as ever. Thanks to all who 

came to the event this year despite the iffy 

weather and all who have supported the 

Bike & Hike for so many years. We truly ap-

preciate your partnership as we serve kids 

and families in our community when they 

need it most. 

The next meeting of 
Women’s Fellowship 
will be on Tuesday,  

Oct. 17th at 9:00 a.m. 
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Please consider joining us for  
Sunday School! 

 

The Preschool class meets in the Preschool 

Room on the Sanctuary level near the east 

stairway.  During the 2023-2024 Sunday 

School year, the Preschool Class's lessons in-

clude I Can Learn About God's Love 

(Exodus), I'm Glad Jesus is Born (Matthew, 

Luke), Jesus Dies and Lives Again (Matthew, 

Luke, John, Acts) and Loving My Family 

(Genesis). 
 

The Elementary Class, Grades Kindergarten 

to 5th, meets in the Pine Room on the Fellow-

ship Hall level near the east stairway. 
 

The Youth class, Grades 6 to 12, meets in the 

Youth Room in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

The (Younger) Adults group meets in the Oak 

Room on the Fellowship Hall level near the 

library and east stairwell. 
 

Another Adult class is meeting in the Fellow-

ship Hall with the piano.  Interested in learn-

ing more about the hymns in our hymnal? 

Pam Gerberich is leading an Adult Sunday 

School Class in the fellowship hall that is stud- 

ing the hymns. All ages are welcome! We 

have started in the beginning of the hymnal. 

Each Sunday morning we talk about the ori-

gins of several hymns, learn a little about the 

person who wrote each hymn, read through  

the verses and discuss things that impacted 

each individual as well as explore the scrip-

tures associated with the hymns. We then take 

the opportunity to listen to the hymn being 

sung as well as sing a verse together. You do 

not have to be a singer to enjoy this experi-

ence. Everyone has the opportunity to partici-

pate in conversation. 
 

We would love to have you in fellowship and 

spiritual growth with us! 

Join us on Saturday, October 7th at 6:00 PM 

at the Little Swatara COB Church pavilion for 

games, pumpkin painting, a hayride and re-

freshments. 

Bring your family and friends! 

All are welcome! 
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The Craft Group will meet 

in the Fellowship Hall  

October 5, 12, 19 & 26 

2023 DIRECTORY 
 

NEEDED: any corrections or changes for 

your family listing in our upcoming 2023 di-

rectory. 

• Name changes 

• Address changes 

• Change in phone number (please indicate 

if number is a cell phone) 

• Email address (if desired) 

• New births/adoptions 

• Marriages 

• Address for child or children in college or 

military 

 

Please submit all changes by November 1st 

to Church Secretary, Connie Davis or Direc-

tory Committee:  

Dianne High  -  Box 74 

or 

Michelle Snyder  -  Box 196 

                               
 
                                     
Filling Our Cups 

 

 
 
 
 

You are holding a cup of coffee when some-
one comes along and bumps into you or 
shakes your arm, making you spill your cof-
fee everywhere. Why did you spill the cof-
fee? “Because someone bumped into me!!!” 
 

Wrong answer.   
 

You spilled the coffee because there was 
coffee in your cup.  Had there been tea in 
the cup, you would have spilled tea.  What-
ever is inside the cup is what will spill out.  
Therefore, when life comes along and 
shakes you (which WILL happen), whatever 
is inside you will come out. It’s easy to fake 
it, until you get rattled. So we have to ask 
ourselves….”what’s in my cup?” 
 

When life gets tough, what spills over? Joy, 
gratitude, peace and humility? Anger, bitter-
ness, victim mentality and quitting-
tendencies? 
 

Life provides the cup, YOU choose how to 
fill it. 
 

Today let’s work towards filling our cups 
with gratitude, forgiveness, joy, words of af-
firmation, resilience, positivity; and kind-
ness, gentleness and love for others. 
 
    ~ Austin Tang 

Bible Quiz 

Not long before Jesus’  
arrest, he said: “I did not  
come to ______ the world, 
but to _____ the world.” 
 
Fill in the blanks. 
 
A.  judge, save 
B.  hate; love 
C.  condemn; teach 
D.  Disrupt; conform to 
 
Answer on page 3 
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Fall Harvest and Christmas Bazaar 

October 28th, 8am — 1:30pm 
 

LONDONDERRY VILLAGE 

1200 GRUBB STREET 

PALMYRA, PA 17078 
 

Homemade cookies by the pound  *  crafts  

plants & Produce 

Gift baskets * Christmas Shop   

L.V. Woodshop stand  &  assorted nuts 
 

The L.V. Boutique will be open  

9 A.M.  -  4  P.M. 
 

The food stand will be open for a light lunch 

of soup, sandwiches and desserts! 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

                       October’s Mission  

                                   of the Month is   

                                     Food Pantry 
 

 

Sunday, October 8th  is Harvest Home 

Sunday. Please bring non-perishable items 

to the special display in the Narthex. Food 

items and  monetary contributions will be 

given to the food pantry. 
 

The Golden Age Banquet will be on Sun-

day, October 22nd following the church 

service.  Everyone 60 years of age and old-

er is invited to attend. Tentative menu in-

cludes ham balls, cheesy potatoes, green 

beans, lettuce salad with bacon dressing, 

and Angel Food cake. Entertainment will be 

provided by Chris Ivey - character juggler. 

A sign-up sheet will be placed on the table 

in the narthex until October 15th. 

I am your church envelope 
 

I would like to talk with you, for 

I am part of your church life. 

I may be a complete stranger to you, but 

I can help you be a better Christian. 

I like to go to worship on Sunday, for 

I help you to be Christ’s partner. 

I am very small, but 

I am the keystone of your church program. 

I am a weekly reminder of your daily blessings. 

I dare you to be as good to God as he has been 

to you. 

I am only paper, but 

I carry the full gift of a generous heart. 

I am the only pocketbook you need on Sunday, 

and 

I promise not to be a burden. 

I am your chance to preach, for 

I am a silent sermon of your devotion. 

Chow-Chow Orders   
 

We will be making chow-chow 
on Tuesday, Sept. 26th & Mon-
day, Oct. 2nd starting at 8:00 
AM. Please bring your jars to 

be refilled & place your order on the form 
on the table in the Narthex, or contact any 
member of Women’s Fellowship. We 
would appreciate help both days. Also let 
us know if you have any vegetables to do-
nate. 
 

Quarts $8.00  Pints $4.00 
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Reflections 
by Richard E. Frantz 

  
 This month and next, I wish to talk about our church library. But first, I need to have you 

take a short quiz.  So, get out your pencil or pen and complete these questions. 

 

True or False  Circle the correct answer. 

 

T  F   1.  Our librarian must be present in order to check out a book or other material. 

T  F    2. Our church catalogues books using the Dewey Decimal system. 

T  F    3.There is a mobile library cart in the narthex where you can check out books. 

T  F   4. Our library contains books containing church history. 

T  F   5. Our library contains a copy of every Sunday morning bulletin since 1953. 

T  F   6. Our library has a copy of every Messenger since 1962. 

T  F   7. Our library has Brethren history and theology books. 

T  F   8. Bible maps and other ephemera are placed in special cabinets. 

 

Completion 

________________________________ What is the name of our church librarian? 

___________________ _____________ Next to which classroom is our library located? 

___________________ _____________ There are big bright red books in our library. A new 

one arrives every three years. What do they contain? 

_________________________________ What is a fiction book? 

_________________________________ What is a non-fiction book? 
 

If you do not know all these answers, why not make a trip to the library to find the answers.  

Hold on to this quiz and I’ll have answers for you next month. 

          A Sunday school teacher was teaching a lesson based on Jeremiah 13:23. In 

          that passage, the prophet is so disgusted with the unfaithfulness and idolatry 

          of his people that he almost believes they cannot change. He wonders  

          whether a leopard can change its spots. The Sunday school teacher asked  

          her pupils, “What do you think? Can a leopard change its spots?” 
 

Most of the children said, “No,” but one little boy answered, “Yes.” He continued by saying, “If 

he doesn’t like the spot he’s in, he can change it.” 
 

That was somewhat along the line of what Jeremiah believed. His people could change their 

evil ways — their “spots” — if they truly chose to do so. The prophet said to his people, “You can 

do good who are accustomed to do evil” (Jeremiah 13:23, nrsv).  
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How well do you know….. 

         Ken and Diane Duell 
     Diane Duell was born July 22,1953 in the Reading Hospital 

                to Marlene Blatt and the late Richard Blatt.  She has one  

                                  younger sister, Donna, and 2 younger brothers, Ron and Rick.

                They lived in the country, so she has many fond memories of 

     playing baseball and other games with her siblings.  
 

     Diane grew up in the Upper Tulpehocken Area School Dis- 

     trict where she attended Strausstown Elementary School  and 

     later high school in Hamburg where she sang in the chorus 

                and Glee Club.  After graduation, she attended Penn State  

     University and started working at Fargo Assembly where she 

     worked for 43 years, becoming assistant supervisor in the 

quality control department until retirement. 
 

Growing up in the country, Diane spent a lot of time outdoors with many farm animals, espe-

cially her beloved horses.  She still has horses, chickens, ducks, 7 barn cats, 3 house cats and 

one extremely smart Norwegian Elk Hound, named Asia. 
 

In the 4th grade, she started piano lessons and so began her love of playing the piano.  In her 

20’s she started playing hymns in church, as well as playing for the Children’s Choir, Youth 

Choir and sometimes Senior Choir.  Over the years, the church has enjoyed many piano and 

organ ducts from Diane and her mother.  Her earliest memories of church were walking down 

her grandma’s lane to attend Merkey’s Church, later attending Schubert Church and finally Lit-

tle Swatara.  She was baptized in 1963 at the age of 10.  She feels so blessed to have grown up 

in a Christ centered home. 
 

Kenneth Duell was born February 13, 1953 in his grandmother’s house in Richland, PA, to 

Claude and Lois Duell.  His mother died when he was only 4 years old.  He has one older sister, 

Kathy, and one younger sister, Lorrie.  He grew up in Shartlesville where he attended elemen-

tary school.  On beknown to him, his 3rd grade teacher would become his future mother-in-law.  

He attended Hamburg High School where he played baseball, 7th grade through 12th, and was 

a starting pitcher.  He’s nickname was “Lefty Duell.”  Growing up, Ken loved hunting and fish-

ing and still hunts and fishes.  After high school, he started working in construction as a Driller 

and Blaster.   
 

Although they did not know each other during their school years, Ken and Diane graduated  
       

           Continued > > > > > > > >  
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together and were married in 1972.  Ken joined Little Swatara in 1972, being baptized by 

Glen Goshorn. 
 

Ken and Diane celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary on August 5th.  They have 2 children, 

Jen and Chris, 3 grandsons, Dakota, Dylan and Gavin.  Ken helped coach his grandsons base-

ball teams when they were growing up and he and Diane spent time hunting and fishing with 

them. 
 

Ken and Diane have served for 10 years as deacons.  Ken has been an usher for many years 

and alternates as head usher every 2 years.  He also helps John High with maintenance at the 

church.  Diane has served on the Music and Worship Team at various times and is currently 

finishing out a term. 
 

While they both enjoy spending time with their church family, their church family enjoys hav-

ing them serve here at Little Swatara.  Thank you, Diane and Ken, for being part of our church 

family. 

          Jean Myers 

2nd Sunday Music Program 
 

Join us at 7pm on October 8th for our 

“Second Sunday” Services.  This month 

“Blind Voices” will be sharing.  The 

group is Jeff Jackson, Joel Jackson, and 

Sara Jackson. Brothers, Jeff and Joel 

grew up in upstate NY. Upon coming to 

college in PA, Joel met Sara whom he 

married in August 2000. It took a num-

ber of years for them to combine their 

musical and writing gifts in order to form 

Blind Voices. The band's name comes 

from a poem that Joel wrote in college 

that speaks of how our idolatrous pur-

suits can ruin otherwise beautiful crea-

tions of God. Our lyrics lean heavily up-

on theological imagery from throughout 

the Bible blended with other metaphors 

from life. Our music combines inspira-

tion from hymnody and artists such as 

Leonard Cohen, Over the Rhine, Terry 

Scott Taylor, Michael Knott, and The Car-

penters. We worship God as we pray, 

hope, seek, lament, and learn to love. 
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Annual 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4th, 2023 
8 am ~ 1 pm 

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren 
31 Rehrersburg, Road, Bethel, PA 19507 

 

Anyone interested in selling items, please contact: 
Sally Emerich 717-304-9241 

Michelle Snyder 717-933-4856 
Tables are $10 each and benefit the Women’s Fellowship 
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Family Camp Movie Night 

October 14, 2023 
Come join us for our monthly Movie Night in the campground!  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Fall Camp! 

Friday, October 20, 2023 to Saturday, October 21,2023 
There are so many great things about fall! The leaves are changing, getting to wear sweaters, 

pumpkin patches, and most importantly getting to go to Fall Camp! This 24-hour camp is won-

derful for anyone who can’t wait for next year. Join us in all of our activities which include Fall 

games, Bible class, arts & crafts, music, and nature. What about this doesn’t sound like a good 

time? Make sure to sign-up by 10/06/23.  

 

Registration Http://cwngui.campwise.com/Customer/swatara/browser-check-reg.html  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Family Camp Closing Work Weekend 

Friday, October 27, 2023  3:00pm to Sunday, October 29, 2023  1:00 pm 
Join us to close the Campground for the season!  We will be doing landscaping, raking a lot of 

leaves and cleaning up to prepare the campground for the winter.  All ages are welcome to 

join.  Volunteers are welcome to camp FREE for the weekend.  We provide coffee/snacks and 

lunch on Saturday October 28. Hope to see you there!  

 

Call (717)933-5244 or Email familycamp@campswatara.org to make your reservation  

News from Camp Swatara 

Please join us for the Women’s Christmas Brunch 
We will be gathering on Saturday, November 18, 2023 at 9am 

At the Country Fare Cottage in Myerstown, PA 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the church narthex  
closer to the date 

 
For more information or if you need a ride,  

Please contact anyone in Women’s Fellowship or 
call the church office 

http://cwngui.campwise.com/Customer/swatara/browser-check-reg.html
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