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Matthew S. Christ, Pastor 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

                         
                   

                   “Blooming” 
 

The saying goes “April showers bring May flowers.” Tis 

true as we gaze across our landscape and see daffodils, 

tulips, and many other flowers bursting forth with life. We 

see leaves emerging on trees and bushes as well as the 

grass becoming green. It’s a beautiful time of year and 

reminds us the importance of growth and new life. This 

concept of new life in Christ has been our theme for the 

year and recently we began a new series “Rising Above”. 

In this ongoing pandemic, it’s no doubt our patience is 

wearing thin and our anxiety and level of loneliness is 

leading to depression. What we know is that our faith 

must remain rooted deeply in Christ. The study of Scrip-

ture and an active prayer life has never been more im-

portant.  Connecting with others and defining together 

in new ways has kept us blooming. May God provide us 

all with what we need to grow closer to him.  

 

Blessings.  

Pastor Matt Christ 

New Life in Christ 
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OUR SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

May we, the congregation send sincere sympathy and Christian 

love to the family and friends of Henry Hollenbach, who passed 

away on March 20, 2021. There will be a private service at the 

convenience of the family. 

                                                           

Our love and sympathy go out to Mary and Gary Bashore and 

their son Eric and his wife Emily and their families as they grieve  

for the baby they were so looking forward to meeting. 

 

As a Church Family we express our sincere sympathy and Chris-

tian love to the family and friends of John & Dianne High on the 

death of John’s niece, Jennifer Stauffer, who passed away on 

March 29th.  

 

As a Church family we extend our sincere sympathy and Chris-

tian love to Jacob and Savannah Metzler, family and friends on 

the death of Jacob’s grandmother, Lorraine E. Floyd, who 

passed away on April 9th. 

 

As a Church family we extend  our sincere sympathy and Chris-

tian love to Vera Gross, family and friends on the death of 

Vera’s sister, Naomi Bucher,  who passed away 

 
Lois Reinhard        1 
Heather Ann Claman     3 
Andy K. Donkel        3 
Sally Emerich                   3 
Richard Bechtold        4 
Jill A. Amspacher         5 
Doris Keeney        5 
Roberta Bashore        6 
Ashley  Mill         6 
Jason C. Bashore        7 
Larry Hartranft      11 
Brenda Kelly       11 
Valerie A. Bashore      12 
Earl Ebling       13 
Craig Ziegler       14 
Alane Riegel       16 
Darlene Rockett      16 
Lauren G. Cass      17 
Nicole L. Burns      17 
Dianne High       18 
Ruth J. Hoover      18 
Ronald Snyder      21 
Curtis Wanner      21 
Aiden Schwalm      22 
Daniel Bostwick      24 
Alonzo Brown      26 
Wendy Lingle      26 
Ruth E. Frantz      28 
Thelma Nelson      28 
Jason Schwalm      28 
Emma Lynn Landis      29 
Lindsay Hetrick      31 
Suzanne Wichert      31 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Tiffany and Jonathan  Bicksler on the adop-

tion of A’meya on April 1st, 2021. May Christ’s love continue to 

shine through each of them” 
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

 

 

“The rich man is not one who is in posses-

sion of much, but one who gives much.” 

                      —St. John Chrysostom 

 

 

 

May’s 2nd Sunday evening program is 

cancelled.  Enjoy Mother’s Day with your 

mother.  

 

The Widows’ Luncheon will resume starting  

Tuesday June 8th at 11:30 am.  The June lunch-

eon will be  held at the home of Jean Myers. 

Please RSVP. Call (610) 678-5247 or email: 

Jean351@aol.com 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our church volleyball rec league is 

about to begin! Games are played on 

Monday and Thursday evenings start-

ing at 7pm at area church courts.  

Players must be 14 years old or older.  

If interested please contact Andy Wise 

at 717-673-9114 or Shelley Yenser at 

717-933-0468 by May 6th. 

Reminder 
Every Member 

Council Meeting 
May 10th at 7:30 pm  
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Women’s Fellowship will  
resume meeting starting at 

7pm, May 3rd. 

Joys of Motherhood 
 

• A hug for no reason. 

• Belly laughs. 

• The light-bulb moment when your child 

understands something you’ve been try-

ing to teach them. 

• Smiles and giggles. 

• Mud pies. 

• Arms raised in the air after a big accom-

plishment. 

• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your 

child’s lips. 

• Quiet moments on the couch. 

• Reading aloud together. 

• A family meal filled with conversation 

and laughter. 

• Watching your child be kind to another. 

• Recognizing a moment you’d like to 

freeze in time. 

• A child’s look of surprise and joy. 

• A quiet conversation that heals a 

wounded heart. 

• The words “I love you” — and a sticky 

kiss. 

                                           —Unknown 

May 2nd  -  Spiritual Nurture will be hold-

ing our Spring Love Feast on Sunday, May 

2nd during our regular Sunday morning 

service at 10:30 am 
 

June 6th  - Sunday School resumes 
 

June 19th - Tractor, Truck, Car Show 
 

June 27th  -  “Music on the Hill” will be 

making a return.  A headliner is yet to be 

determined, but if past events are any in-

dication, look for a fun evening of music, 

fellowship, and of course we’re Brethren, 

so food!  More details to come. 
Gym Project Update 

 

At the last council meeting, a motion was 

made to form a team to investigate build-

ing a family life center on the property of 

Little Swatara.  The leadership team has 

nominated several people to be a part of 

this team, and still waiting for one or two 

answers.  Once everyone is on board, the 

team will move forward studying a new 

building 

Lighting Project 
 

The lighting project is still underway. Over 

the next few weeks, we will tie in the exist-

ing lights to the new lighting controls, and 

install a widescreen projection screen up 

front. A huge THANK YOU to everyone 

who came out to our work day to get the 

project started 
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 “I hope Sunday School reopens 
 soon. We’re nearly through the 
 Youth group’s snacks!” 

 
Christian Education News: 
 

  Want to find a way to plug in and serve?  Here are some opportunities: 

     - Teach a Sunday School class (ages preschool through adult) 

 -  Help with childcare in the nursery or extended session 

 -  Coordinate nursery volunteers and help welcome new little                    

                ones into our church  

 -  Help plan this year’s Vacation Bible School 

    Watch for a service opportunity card in your bulletin! 

June 6th  -  Sunday School resumes 
June 13th  -  All church picnic following 
 10:30 am services 
July 12—16th  -  VBS: “Rocky Railway” 
 
 

 

“I teach Sunday school. What’s your  
superpower?” 

                                           —Unknown  

God's left hand 

A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk one autumn day. “Look at the gorgeous leaves!” 
Grandma exclaimed. “Just think, God painted each one of them just for us!” 
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it left-handed.” 
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you think God used his left hand to create all this beauty?” 
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we learned in Sunday school that Jesus sits on God’s 
right one.” 

 

Already a Sunday School teacher? Need some study material?  Contact a member of the Chris-
tian Education Team and we’ll help get your materials ready for June 16th! 

    Team members:  Renee Brown, Sarah Kolbe, Sara Schwalm, Ashley Koch and Dorinda Blatt 
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Tax Free 
 

A tax assessor came to determine the amount of taxes the pastor would have to pay. 

“What property do you possess?” he asked.  “I am a very wealthy man,” replied the pastor 

• I have everlasting life. (John 3:16) 

• I have a mansion in heaven. (John 14:2) 

• I have peace that passes all understanding. (Philippians 4:7) 

• I have joy unspeakable. (1 Peter 1:8) 

• I have divine love which never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:8) 

• I have a faithful pious wife. (Proverbs 21:10) 

• I healthy, happy, obedient children. (Exodus 20:12) 

• I have true, loyal friends. (Proverbs 18:24) 

• I have songs in the night. (Psalms 42:8) 

• I have a crown of life. (James 1:1-2 

The tax assessor closed his book, and said, “Truly you are a very rich man, but your property is 
not subject to taxation.” 

                                                ~ Author Unknown 

ANNUAL TRACTOR, TRUCK & CAR SHOW 

 

Our Annual Tractor, Truck & Car Show is scheduled for Saturday, June 19th, 2021. We will 

need good, usable items, jewelry, etc. for our flea market.  Please contact Sally at 717-304-

2856 for details and when and where to deliver your items. If you have a lot of “stuff”, we 

will have tables available for rent at $5 each.  You can spread your treasures out, get rid of 

some stuff and make a little money.  Also, if you know of any vendors or anyone who 

would like to rent a table for their crafts or what ever, please let them know that we have 

tables available.  There will be food and drinks available, of course, because everyone 

gets hungry. We will need lots of baked items. Everybody likes to take something yummy 

along for later in the day or for breakfast Sunday morning. Any baked items are always 

greatly appreciated!!!  If you are willing to help at the food stand, even for an hour or two, 

we would really appreciate it. Please let Wendy Lingle know if you can help. 
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  How well do you know… 

Deneen Ebling 

Born and raised in Berks County, Deneen is the daughter of Earl and Joann Ebling.  Her im-

mediate family also consists of two sisters, Tara Ebling and Bonnie Behney who came to live 

with the family when Deneen was 6 years old.  Having worked on the family farm for 30 years, 

Anthony Fazio holds the title of an “honorary brother.” 

Growing up at the base of the Blue Mountains in Bethel, Deneen enjoyed the pleasures of liv-

ing in the country while growing up on a farm.  She attended elementary and junior high in 

Bethel and high school at Tulpehocken High School.  Her education continued at Indiana Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania where she received a degree in Criminology.  Following graduate 

school from West Virginia University, with a degree in counseling, Deneen moved to New 

York for a period of time before settling back in Berks County.  Before her current profession 

as a Juvenile Probation Officer, she worked in social services and law enforcement. 

Her career has allowed her to work with individuals who have suffered some sort of abuse or 

who have committed offenses of a sexual nature.  In addition to her full-time employment, she 

has been a high school and collegiate coach since graduating from college.  She is currently 

coaching the men’s and women’s track and field team at Albright College.  She ran a mara-

thon to raise money for the Leukemia Society in honor of Aimee Wanner, granddaughter of 

Ralph and Beryl Wanner.  Deneen loves to run but says she has to find another activity since 

her knees no longer allow her to run as much as she would like.  

Deneen has attended Little Swatara Church of the Brethren all her life.  Many members of her 

extended family are buried at Merkey’s Cemetery, which is adjacent to one of the four original 

meeting houses that the congregation attended prior to construction of our current church.  

An interesting fact is that her father has been the caretaker of Merkey’s Cemetery since he was 

an adolescent and would push the lawnmower from his house on Airport Road  to Merkey’s 

Cemetery on 501.  He continues to be the caretaker with the assistance of Anthony, who also 

cares for the present church grounds.  Deneen, like her father, enjoys spending time outside. 

As a child Deneen enjoyed attending camp at Camp Swatara during summers.   As an adoles-

cent she enjoyed singing in the choir and engaging in activities with the church youth group.  

When the church had a live Nativity scene at Christmas Deneen was one of the shepherds.  As 

an adult she is a member of the Child Abuse Task Force, which monitors the volunteers and 

employees,  assuring they meet the proper clearances to work with the young members  of 

our congregation and pre-school. 

Although Deneen has spent a lot of time lately with her parents and also helping Tara through 

a difficult illness, we are glad and thankful for the time she spends keeping our children here 

at Little Swatara safe.                                                                                                       

                                                                                ~  Written by  Jean Myers 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG……. 
 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

In 1844 a young Irishman, Joseph Scriven, had completed his college education and re-
turned home to marry his sweetheart. As he was traveling to meet her on the day before the 
planned wedding, he came upon a horrible scene — his beautiful fiancée tragically lying un-
der the water in a creek bed after falling off her horse. 
 

Later, Scriven moved to Canada and eventually fell in love again, only to experience devasta-
tion once more when his fiancée  became ill and died just weeks before their marriage. For 
the second time, Scriven felt the loss of the woman he loved. 
 

The following year, learning of his mother’s serious illness and unable to be with her in far 
away Dublin, he wrote a letter  enclosing a poem he’d written for her comfort. 
 

Later when he was ill, a  visiting friend happened to see the poem written on scratch paper 
near the bed. The friend asked Scriven if he had written the words. Scriven, modestly replied, 
“The Lord and I did it between us”. 
 

The poem was published anonymously at first under the title, “Pray Without Ceasing.” Ten 
years later, he finally acknowledged this well-loved text had been written by him and his 
friend, Jesus. In 1868, attorney Charles Converse set the text to a tune and renamed it “What 
a Friend We Have in Jesus.”  
 

Instead of thinking God was punishing him, Scriven cherished God’s friendship through all of 
this hardship—a friendship he discovered in prayer. 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 

A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.  ~ Proverbs 18:24 
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Thank you! To everyone who contributed to the newsletter for the month of 

May.  The deadline for the June edition is Wednesday May 19st. Open to all. Feel 

free to share Little Swatara Church related events, thoughts, pictures of past 

events, articles summarizing past and future events, or anything else. Email sec-

retary@littleswatara.org 

 

 


