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Matthew S. Christ, Pastor 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

     As we enter the Lenten season, our sermon series will 

turn to an offertory focus. The offering is a personal deci-

sion between you and God. It is an act of worship. It often 

requires sacrifice and the willingness to go without. Some 

treat their offering as the first check written in their monthly 

expenses. When we make it all about God’s offering of his 

one and only Son Jesus Christ to pay the price for our sin in 

full, it takes on a whole new level of gratitude. The question 

becomes what can we possibly give to repay Christ for his 

ultimate sacrifice. The obvious answer is ourselves. We give 

all that we are to our mission to live transformed lives to 

love and serve together. Lent calls us to a time of examina-

tion.  A time to re-evaluate our lives and our own offering to 

the church and God. Perhaps this year we say no to eating 

out more than once a week and instead provide that sav-

ings in an offering to God. Nothing compares to the for-

giveness and love of Christ. Our lives are an offering. What 

does our offering say of our relationship to God? May we 

see joy in our ability to give as Christ gave. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Matt 
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Bronson Cass  1 

Cale E. DeMille  1 

Pamela Franklin     1 

Darlene Webber 1 

Phyllis Baylor  2 

Aaron Stupp  3 

Ryan D. Kissling     3 

Nancy Bashore     4 

Sharon A. Bashore 5 

Debra L. Seigfried 5 

Marlin Ritchie  6 

Stephen Snyder     6 

Rita Soliday  6 

Mark H. Swope  6 

Derick S. Kauffman 7 

Stephanie Bicher 9 

Richard Frantz, Sr. 9  

David Fake  10 

Marlene Blatt  10 

Neal Siegrist  10 

Kevin Boltz  11 

Oscar Manbeck  11 

Darlene Bechtold 12 

The Quilter’s Group 

Will resume Thursdays meetings 
starting March 4th at 8:30 a.m. 

Lisa Hershey  13 

Vincent Snyder  14 

Anthony Fazio  15 

Brenda L. Hershey 15 

Joan Kline  15 

Aaron S. Riegel  15 

Jeffrey A. Miller  16 

Cathleen A. Hollen 17 

Donald G. Bashore 18 

Steven D. Henning 18 

Jean Snyder  20 

Macey Schwalm 23 

Glenn Heisey   24 

Janet Costic  24 

John Z. Hoover, Sr. 25 

Gregory Dreibelbis 26 

Allen Rebman  26 

Fred Phillipy  27 

Mary Louise Bashore 28 

Tammy Long  30 

Bonnie Behney  31 

Scott Zeller                       31 

Members Birthdays for March 

If you would like to see the fi-
nancial documents, and annu-
al report distributed at Febru-
ary’s Every Member Council 
Meeting, you can find them 
posted on our website under 
“Council Meetings.”  Since 
there is financial information 
on the page we do not want 
available to the general pub-
lic, please contact a member 
of the Leadership Team, or the 
church secretary to obtain the 
password. 

 

March 14th 

OUR SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 
We offer our sincere condolences to the family 
and friends of Randall Keeney and Debra &  
Norman Wengert on the loss of their mother,  
Lois Keeney. Lois passed away on Feb 9th. 
 
As a Church family we extend our sincere sym- 
pathy and Christian love to the family and friends  
of Rufus Bashore, who passed away on February 
15th, 2021.   
 
As a Church family we extend our sincere sym- 
pathy and Christian love to the family & friends  
of Richard Frantz on the loss of Richard’s brother, 
Galen Frantz. Galen passed away on February 6th, 
 
Our deepest sympathy & prayers for Patricia Tim-
mins and her family as they mourn the loss of  
Patty’s daughter, Tammy Brubaker on January 23rd. 

As a Church family we extend our sincere sympa-
thy and Christian love to the family and friends of 
Nolan & Doris Keeney on the death of Nolan’s sis-
ter, Ann L Hock on January 15th. 
 
The congregation of Little Swatara Church send 
their love and condolences to Michelle & Darryl 
Kissinger on the passing of Michelle’s brother, An-
drew High.  Andrew passed away on January 29th, 
 
The congregation of Little Swatara Church  
send their love and condolences to James & Char-
lene Anspach on the passing of Jim’s brother, John 
Anspach on January 21st. 
 
The congregation of Little Swatara  
Church send their love and con- 
dolences to Robert & Glenna  
Lebo on the passing of Robert’s  
sister, Carole Lape on January 9th 
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Thank you! To everyone who contributed to 

the newsletter for the month of March.  The 

deadline for the April edition is Wednesday 

April 21st. Open to all. Feel free to share 

Little Swatara Church related events, 

thoughts, pictures of past events, articles 

summarizing past and future events, or any-

thing else. Email secretary@littleswatara.org 

 

Information Updates from Little Swatara 

Easter Season Services 

Services are planned for Thursday, April 1st 

at 7:30, in the sanctuary for Maundy Thurs-

day.  The service will include foot washing 

and communion, as well as a prayer service 

and contemplative music. 

Good Friday services are planned for 7:30, 

Friday April 2nd, also in the fellowship hall. 

Never doubt in the dark what God told you 
in the light.   
   ~ Raymond Edman 

Seven-year-old Kathy tried to quiet her 

younger brother during a church service. 

“Hush...hush,” she warned him.  “You’re 

not supposed to talk out loud in church.” 

“Why?” asked the brother. “Who’s going to 

stop me?” Kathy pointed to the rear of the 

sanctuary.  “See those men standing back 

there? Well, those are the hushers!” 

Choir Rehearsals Resume 

After almost a year off because of COVID, 

our choirs will soon be joining us again in 

worship.  Made possible by the invention of 

“Singers Masks” our Senior Choir, and Jubi-

lee Choirs are back in action and will be 

contributing to services on the first and 

third Sundays of each month.  Rehearsals 

began in February on Thursday evenings, 

and singers are positioned and separated 

by family groups  for practice.  Our “Second Sunday” evening of music and 

fellowship is on hiatus for March because of 

Renewal Services.  We hope to resume in 

April. 
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Discussion of a new Gym  

Building 

Also at the council meeting, a motion was 

introduced to build a new gymnasium fa-

cility at Little Swatara.  After much discus-

sion, the motion was amended to form a 

committee to study building a gym.  A 

subsequent motion appointed the Assis-

tant Moderator to chair a team appointed 

by the Leadership Team.  Some of the 

concerns raised were the need for a facili-

ty to attract younger families and commu-

nity members to the congregation, while 

others commented on the possibilities of 

starting some of those ministries now and 

making more utilization of our current 

structure 

 

 

Deacons Meet 

Our Deacons met in retreat in February. 

While many attended in person, several 

attended via Zoom in order to keep the 

group small enough for “Social Distanc-

ing.”  Galen Hackman lead a discussion 

on remaining unified in the church, and 

how to minister to and love those we may 

disagree with.    In other news from the 

Deacons, David Martin has accepted a 

call to a 5 year term, and was dedicated 

in worship in January.  Ray and Sandra 

Keeney, John and Dianne High, Gary and 

Mary Bashore, Bob and Windy Lingle, 

John and Jamie Wise, and Pam Gerber-

ich were all reconfirmed for 5 year terms. 

New Church Logo 

At Every Member Council meeting in 

February, three logos were submitted for 

consideration.  Leadership suggested 

one, and council voted to approve.  The 

selected logo contains a three peaked 

mountain, representing the Father, Son 

and Holy Ghost, and the cross.  The 

mountains also represent the Blue Moun-

tains, which are such an integral part of 

our community.   Behind the words “Little 

Swatara” is a creek representing both liv-

ing water and the Swatara Creek from 

which our church takes its name.  The ta-

gline at the bottom is taken from our re-

cent vision and mission statement, 

“Transformed by Christ to Love and Serve 

Together.”   Treatments are being devel-

oped for new business cards, letterhead 

and other related documents, and the 

logo is available for use on t-shirts and 

more. 

Parking Lot Resurfacing 

Also at our February Every Member 

Council Meeting, a motion to resurface 

our parking lot, and reline it, including a 

basketball court, was approved.  Watch 

for a schedule coming soon. 
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Live Streaming Update 

We continue to stream our services live on 

Facebook for those members who choose 

to worship from home.  Recently, we have 

also begun streaming on YouTube as well.  

Our plan is to eventually move our primary 

stream from Facebook to YouTube, as 

YouTube is less restrictive of using copy-

righted music, and can be accessed from 

“Smart TV’s.”    If you miss a week’s service, 

archives are maintained both on the 

Church’s Facebook and YouTube pages.  

Remember – please comment, or leave a 

“Like” so we know you have joined us.  Nei-

ther FB or YT tell us who has joined us. 

Web Site Update 

Some members have found the new web 

site a challenge to navigate.  Specifically, 

the menu structure seems to be a bit diffi-

cult to find.  Although the new site is opti-

mized for phones, it can be a little confus-

ing on a computer.  You can access the 

menu structure to navigate through the 

website by clicking on the three white lines 

in the upper right corner of the home page 

at www.LittleSwatara.org. 

Call Slate 
 

Each year there are several opportunities to 

help with the congregational life and work of 

our church.  One important responsibility in 

addition to Every Member Council Meeting, 

is calling those who are to be our church 

leaders, and who help carry out the missions 

we are charged with.    At Little Swatara, we 

have organized our church into several 

“Mission Teams” each charged with a specific 

area of responsibility.  For example, our Mis-

sions and Service Ministry Team handles 

church outreach into the community and the 

wider world; Music and Worship handles as-

pects of our worship services including our 

on line efforts; the Stewards manage our 

church finances and make sure we are using 

our gifts to God appropriately, and taking 

care of God’s house; Christian Education op-

erates our Sunday school program, one of 

our most important missions; the Moderator 

and Assistant Moderator are responsible for 

the day to day operations of the church.   The 

chairpersons of each of these teams, in addi-

tion to our Moderator and Assistant Modera-

tor, make up our Leadership Team, which is 

tasked with providing leadership to the 

church body and carrying out God’s will and 

acting on the direction of our Every Member 

Council Meeting. 

Every spring we ask our membership to 

prayerfully consider who they feel would be 

appropriate to fill these important positions 

in our congregational life.  Included in this 

newsletter is a “Call Sheet.”  Please prayerful-

ly consider who you feel would be a good fit 

for our church Mission Teams, and submit 

this call sheet by April 18.  You can also fill it 

out online at www.LittleSwatara.org/

connect/2021-call-slate.   

News From Camp Swatara 

Volunteers needed to cut firewood 
for the camping season at our an-

nual Paul Bunyan Day, March 13th, 8am  -  
3 pm  For questions or to RSVP Contact:              

                  UDO@campswatara.org 

Or 

(717) 933-8510 
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March’s Mission of the Month 

March’s Mission of the Month is 

“One Great Hour of Sharing.”  

Known to most of us by the coin 

banks given to our Children’s 

Sunday School Classes, OGHS is tentatively 

set for March 15th.  Money’s raised go to 

ministries of the church such as Global Mis-

sion and Service, Discipleship Ministries, 

Brethren Disaster Ministries, Brethren Volun-

teer Service, workcamps, the Global Food 

Initiative and many others.   One Great Hour 

of Sharing can change the lives of someone 

in our own community, and also impacting 

the lives of people we may never meat.  

God provides the resources so that we can 

give back.  It’s not the size of the gift that 

matters, it’s that we give of what we have.  

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SPRING GATHERING 2021  
 

The ANE District Women’s Cabinet is excited to announce our Women’s Spring Fellowship 
Event. Please plan to join us for this online event! The date is Saturday, March 20, 2021 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.  

Our Speaker this year is Audrey Wagner Finkbiner. Audrey is an enthusiastic and inspiring 
Speaker who combines her passion for gardening with lessons of faith. Many women in 
the District are familiar with Audrey, as she has led us in Worship Experiences at Camp 
Swatara. The Program this year is “Consider the Gardens – Gardens and Spirituality”.  

The Program will include Music featuring Hymns, a Clarinet Duet and music from Ridge-
way Brass, Scripture Readings with Commentary and several reflections entitled: Beauty of 
the Garden, Weeds and Other Garden Pests and Death and Resurrection. Spanish transla-
tion is available.  

Please plan to join us! Registration will open on February 8, 2021. The Registration fee is 
$10.00. Our offering this year will be Brethren Disaster Relief Ministries. (After our event 
expenses are met, the remaining monies will be sent to BDM)  

You may register online at the ANE District Website www.ane-cob.org or by sending your 
information in to the District Office. We hope to see you on March 20th!       

                                                                                                                  ~Karen Hackett, Secretary  

Lighting Updates 

Our Lighting Update project is proceeding 

on pace, and you may have noticed boxes 

of equipment arriving and being stored in 

the back of the sanctuary.  When finished, 

the project will replace our circa 1964 sys-

tem with a modern digital system, which will 

give us more control of our existing lights, 

and add additional front lighting to the 

chancel area.  As part of the project, all of 

the lighting will be switched over to LED fix-

tures, resulting in a significant savings in 

electrical costs.   In the discussion of up-

dates at February’s Every Member Council 

Meeting, it was mentioned that our chande-

liers are also aging and in need of replace-

ment.  A small team is going to study op-

tions and present a proposal back to a fu-

ture council meeting. 
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Spiritual Renewal Services 
 

March 14th  -  17th, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet our Speaker 
Pastor Robert DiSalvio 

Amwell Church of the Brethren 
Stockton, N.J. 

 

Pastor Bob has been married to Jean since No-

vember 30, 1968. Jean recently retired from a 

long career as a High School Guidance Coun-

selor at a local high school. Bob and Jean have 

three children: R. Christian (married to Robin), 

Lauren (married to Erik) and Timothy. They are 

also the proud grandparents to Emma, Claire, 

and Jessa. Bob served in the business world for 

30 years until September 2000 when he be-

came pastor of Amwell Church of the Brethren 

in Stockton, New Jersey. He served as Chaplain 

of Hagedorn Psychiatric Hospital from 2000 

until its close in 2012. In 2010, Bob served as 

Moderator of the Atlantic Northeast District 

and now he is serving on the District’s Execu-

tive Board. His sermons can be heard weekly 

on Sundays, 7:30am on WDVR 89.7 FM. 

Schedule of Events: 
 
Sunday, March 14 – 10:30 am 

“Whom do men say I am?” 
Scripture: Matthew 16:13-17 
Special Music:  Praise Team 

Join us after the service for a “To-
Go”Meal provided by the Youth 
Group as a fundraiser. 
 
Sunday, March 14 - 7:00 pm  

“The following is a test” 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:12 

Special Music:  Praise Team 
 
Monday, March 15 - 7:00 pm 

“Sins Agenda” 
Scripture: Acts 4:32, 5:1-4 

Special Music:  Senior Choir 
 
Tuesday, March 16 – 7:00 pm 

“Why words matter!” 
Scripture: James 3:1-12 

Special Music:  Faithful Men 
 
Wednesday, March 17 – 7:00 pm 

“A Hymn of Confidence” 
Scripture: Psalms 46 

Special Music:   Jubilee Choir 
 
 

Services will be Live Streamed at 
www.Facebook.com/

LittleSwataraCOB/Live 
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  How well do you know… 

Maxine Wengert 

 

 During the summer of 2020, a young girl expressed to her   

grandmother a desire to follow Christ and be baptized into 

the church.  Following a church service in November, she 

searched out Pastor Matt and with excitement and pure joy 

in her eyes, she told him of her desire to be baptized and fol-

low Jesus. 

Meet Maxie Wengert…  She was baptized on December 20, 

2020, making her our youngest member at the age of 9.  

Maxine is the daughter of Stephanie Stevens and Norman 

Wengert, Jr.  She spends half times with each of her parents, 

along with her grandparents, Norman and Debra Wengert. 

Maxine likes going to school and strives to do her best.  A third grade student at the Bethel 

Elementary School, she has played soccer, participated in cheer leading and expresses a de-

sire to play basketball when the opportunity arises.  Along with keeping active  with school 

activities, Maxine  loves swimming and enjoys going to the beach. 

She has a pet dog, Tucker and Roxy, with each of her parents.  She also has an older brother, 

Nathan, as well as 2 younger siblings, Remmy and Jensen.  You may remember Maxine as the 

older sister looking after her siblings when they came from extended session, excitement 

growing, as they made their way down the center isle for the Children’s Moment. 

She misses coming to Sunday School since the beginning of the pandemic and anxiously 

looks forward to once again singing in the choir. 

“It takes a village to raise a child.”  Debra expresses her gratitude and appreciation for the 

help she receives from Little Swatara Church and Sunday School to that end.  

To Maxine, always remember you are a part of the church family (village).  Welcome. 



Little Swatara Church of the Brethren                                                                                 March 2021 

 

Little Swatara Church News  Page 10 

THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG……. 
 

“Precious Memories” 
 
    One crisp, autumn night in 1923, at his home near Ham-
lin, Texas, the thoughts of a gentle, unassuming farmhand 
turned to the days of his youth - days before the family cir-
cle was broken. Days when cares of the world were un-
known. J. B. F. Wright was not yet an old man, but several 
events had occurred which caused him to reflect back upon 
happier days. He was born in Tennessee, February 21, 
1877, the fifth of twelve children. His parents, George 
Washington and Casandra (Coley) Wright III, moved to 
Limestone County, Texas, when he was only two years old. 
It was there in a community called Box Church, located just 
four miles southeast of Groesbeck, Texas, that he spent 
the happy days of his youth. He attended the community 
school, fell in love, and married a local girl named Fannie 
Jackson. To this union were born eight children.  
    Box Church is a unique name for a town.  Some local 
folks speculate the community received its name from a 
circuit preacher named “Box,” who often came to the area 
to preach, thus “Box’s” church. Others feel that the name 
came when one of the first church buildings constructed in 
the area was square, like a box, thus “The Box 
Church”.  However the settlement developed its name, Box 
Church became a thriving community of 300-400 people, 
complete with several stores, churches, and even a 
sawmill. In 1902, Mr. Wright took his young bride, left the 
old homestead and, as he puts it, “rambled over Texas for 
many years.” He was a farmer by trade, but later he be-
came the custodian and nurseryman for Cisco Junior Col-
lege, Cisco, Texas, from which he retired in the early 
1950s. 
    John Wright’s mother was one of “the sweetest singers 
of her generation,” as he told Clint Bonner, a hymnolo-
gist.  The songwriter’s earliest memories were of his father 
and mother singing together the songs of their youth. It was 
this early environment which inspired Mr. Wright to write 
more than 500 songs.  He falls into a category with a fortu-
nate few who spend a lifetime writing songs, and for some 
unexplainable reason, comes up with THE SONG which  
eclipses all the others, and lifts one to an imperishable 
place in the hearts of the people.  This happened to John 
Braselton Fillmore Wright when he wrote Precious Memo-
ries. 
In 1909, word came to John Wright that his mother had 
“gone home to glory.”  Five years later his father  died.  The 

now middle-aged song-writer recounts that the loss of 
his parents had a “tremendous effect on my life” and 
their memory “has lingered through all these changing 
years.”  Once before, Mr. Wright returned to the scenes 
of his childhood and wrote a few sentimental songs, but 
these songs have long since been forgotten. But it was 
on the still, autumn night of October 23, 1923, while he 
lived in Hamlin, Texas, that scenes of the home he had 
left 20 years before unfolded in his mind, and he was 
inspired to write his famous song. 
    Perhaps the event, which weighed most heavily on 
his heart that autumn night, was the recent death of 
their youngest son, Everett Jackson Wright. “We lived 
by the railroad, below Hamlin, Texas” Mr. Wright wrote 
some years later. “Little three-year-old Everett would 
watch for the ‘chwains,’ as he called them, and he 
would stand at the front yard gate and wave his little 
hands to the trainmen as they passed our house. They 
would always wave back to him. On Sunday evening, 
January 22, 1922, he (Everett) was stricken with 
“Membrane’s Croup” (now known as Diphtheria) and 
the next day, just as the sun went down, our little boy 
was dead. For many days after this, when the trains 
would pass the trainmen would be watching for little 
Everett to wave, but he was not there. Many times I 
watched them looking for him, and I wept and cried.” 
Some time later as he reflected back on that autumn 
night in 1923 when he wrote his famous hymn, Mr. 
Wright said, “when my thoughts turned to my own little 
son whom we had buried the year before, I bathed my 
pillow in tears.” Thus, true to the line of the poem, it 
was actually in the stillness of midnight that he wrote: 
 

Precious mem’ries, how they linger, 
How they ever flood my soul; 

In the stillness of the midnight, 
Precious, sacred scenes unfold. 

 
(Used with permission from Taylor Publications) 

 

Out like a lamb 
 

The March wind roars like a lion in the sky, 
And makes us shiver as he passes by. 

When winds are soft, and the days are warm & clear, 
Just like a gentle lamb, then spring is here. 

    —Author  unknown 
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