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Matthew S. Christ, Pastor 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

Rising Above.  

In life one of the greatest spectacles is the view 

from an extremely high mountain top, out of an 

airplane window, or atop the Ferris wheel. These 

views give us the grand picture of the landscape 

surrounding us. Yet depending how high we are 

objects appear miniature and as if not even real, 

like cars looking like matchboxes. But in life the 

correct view is very important to overcoming ob-

stacles. When we’re driving and we see the pot-

hole in front of us, we safely avoid it. What if that 

could be the case in daily life? What if we could 

see the challenges and know how to rise above 

them? That’s the direction our new sermon series 

will take place Easter. But first let’s gain perspec-

tive. Jesus has ministered among the crowds dur-

ing his earthly ministry for three years now. The  

                                                               Continued>>>>>>> 
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OUR SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

As a Church family we extend our sincere sympathy and Christian love to the 

family and friends of Emmanuel Ziegler.  Emmanuel passed away on February 

18th 

 

As a Church family we extend our sincere sympathy and Christian love to the 

family and friends of the Bechtold family on the death of Darlene’s mother, Hel-

en Ritchie, who passed away on February 23rd.   

 

 

A note from our pastor…...continued 
 

disciples feel they know him well but soon realize they hardly know him at all. He 
begins to speak of suffering and dying on a cross. Then he speaks of being 
raised up on the third day. This had to be overwhelming for the disciples, let 
alone the crowds that pressed in around him. So it is with us. The greatest aspect 
to believing is faith in these events. We weren’t there. We can only read about it. 
But what we read comes from eye witness accounts. They were there. They had 
the advantage of firsthand viewing his resurrected body and knowing he had 
been in a sealed tomb. It’s as if they were above it all and could take it all in. 
When we get to the point of no more doubting, no more skepticism, no more 
wondering; could this really be true? Did Jesus actually die to pay the price for 
my sins? Did he actually rise again on the third day and conquer death? It’s 
when we can fully say yes these questions that we can rise above any challenges 
life throws our way. Friends, spring is right around the corner and new life is 
forthcoming. Soon they’ll be green grass and leaves on the trees. The creation 
around us seems to spring to life. Can we say that of us? Have these difficult 
times uprooted us and it’s so trying to find any hope? Might we consider re-
planting ourselves in Jesus and taking root that we can soar above in the new 
life found in him. We are all new creations when we see the overall picture of Je-
sus’ coming to this to earth and trusting and believing in him.  
 
Blessings , 
Pastor Matt 
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Richard Yenser 1 

Robin A. Bashore 1 

Amanda Heckman 2 

Marie Ziegler 2 

Beth Ann Stuck 2 

Greg Bryant  4 

Terri Holden   4 

Katie Light  4 

Gerald Bowman       5 

Gary L Emerich         7 

Chris Boehmer         10 

“Always show kindness and love to others. Your 

words might be filling the empty places in 

someone’s heart.”               —Mandy Hale  

Pauline Seiler     10 

Steve R. Bostwick     10 

Ashley M. Koch            12 

Eric Stupp      13 

Roger L. Himmelberger, Jr  14 

Kara Henning     17 

Loretta Hollenbach                18 

Shirley Groff               19 

Jayne E. Diamond                19 

Ashley J. Dunning                20 

Carol Lane                 23 

Rebecca Rebman                23 

Eric Dreibelbis     27 

Janelle Rebman                      27 

Dennis Ulrich                27                   
Jean Keeney                 28 

Stephan Bross                30 
John Brown                 30  

Schedule 
 

  Palm Sunday 
    March 28 
    10:30 am service 
 
  Maundy Thursday 
    April 1     
    7:30 pm service 
 
  Good Friday 
    April 2 
    7:30 pm service 
 
  Easter Sunday 
    April 4 

Brethren Volunteer Service Opportunities  
 

Do you enjoy sharing God’s love through acts of 

service? Consider the possibilities through BVS to 

advocate justice, work for peace, serve human 

needs and care for creation. The 2021 project 

book is now available. Go online to 

www.brethrenvolunteerservice.org or email 

bvs@brethren.org.  You can also call 1-800-323-

8039. This program is grounded in Christian faith 

and brings a spiritual dimension. Feel free to con-

tact Pastor Matt for more info.  
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

Gym Update 
 

At the past council meeting, Leader-

ship was tasked with creating a team 

to explore building a gym on the 

property at Little Swatara.  That team 

is to be headed up by Asst. Modera-

tor Gary Bashore.  At the March lead-

ership team meeting, a list of five per-

sons was suggested, with Pastor Matt 

serving in an advisory capacity.  We 

will list names as those approached 

either accept the appointment or re-

placements are found. 

For many years Little Swatara en-

joyed the use of bulletin covers from 

the Church of the Brethren’s Living 

Word series.  Although we enjoyed 

the connection with the larger church 

as a whole, there were some con-

cerns about the cost of purchasing 

the covers, and the lack of a connec-

tion to weekly sermon topics.   At the 

last Council meeting, Leadership 

asked for opinions.  It has been de-

cided to continue with the covers de-

signed in house. Thanks to Connie 

Davis, Glenn Riegel and Mark Myers 

who have been contributing covers, 

as well as to Charlene Ansbaugh who 

created the sketch frequently used. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Education team has met 

with our Vacation Bible School com-

mittee and at this point we are plan-

ning to do an in-person bible school 

this summer. Given that requirements 

are somewhat of a moving target, we 

are not yet sure exactly what that will 

look like.   
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COVID Response 

As numbers of cases continue to 

drop across Pennsylvania, vaccina-

tions spread, and the state begins to 

loosen restrictions, the leadership 

team decided for the time being to 

continue to request face masks be 

worn at all times when inside the 

building, and that you try to remain 

in family groups socially distant from 

others, however, allowed gatherings 

are beginning to get larger.  The 

50+ club will resume meetings in 

April, and at this time we are asking 

gatherings in the fellowship hall to 

be limited to 125 persons.  The Pa-

vilion will be open for use this sum-

mer, with a request that the doors 

remain up, and that using groups 

wipe and disinfect tables and  

chairs. 

 

Our ever popular “Faithful Men” have 

agreed to provide music for our Sec-

ond Sunday service in April.  They will 

present a program on April 11 at 7pm 

in the sanctuary.  May’s program will 

be on the third Sunday, because of 

Mother’s Day, and in June we will be 

bringing back “Music on the Hill” with 

the possibility of an outside group 

and refreshments. 
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By Baptism 
 

Cody Haag  -  Cody is the son of Mi-

chael and Alicia Haag,  He has a sis-

ter, Sara. Cody is in 8th grade at 

Schuylkill Valley Middle School. He 

enjoys hunting & fishing, riding his 

dirt bike and 4-wheeler. He is a 

member of Western Berks 4H club 

and Zen Archery. His favorite dessert 

is pumpkin pie. 
 

Maxine  Wengert  - Maxine is the 

daughter of Stephanie Stevens and 

Norman Wengert, Jr., and grand-

daughter of Norman and Debra 

Wengert. She has three siblings, Na-

than, Remmy and Jensen.  She is in 

3rd grade at Bethel Elementary 

School. She enjoys cheerleading, 

soccer and swimming. Maxine is an 

active member of the Jubilee Choir. 

Her favorite dessert is ice cream. 

The perks of giving 

Although National Volunteer Week is 

officially observed in April, every week 

thousands of volunteers help people in 

need. As volunteers can attest, sharing 

one’s time and talents leads to many 

intangible benefits. 

 

New research shows that volunteering 

and giving also provide physical and 

emotional advantages. Givers report an 

improved sense of well-being, lower 

stress levels, better physical health, an 

enriched sense of purpose in life and 

increased happiness. 

 

As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “It is 

one of the beautiful compensations of 

life that no man can sincerely help an-

other without helping himself.” 

                           “Last Call for Call Slate” 
 

                            This is your chance to     

                            help with the administra- 

                            tion and leadership of                

                            our church.  Fill out your 
2021 Call Slate and return it  ASAP.  Call 
Slate deadline is  April 18th. 
 

You may also fill it out on line by going 
to our web site at https://
littleswatara.org/connect/2021-call-slate 

https://littleswatara.org/connect/2021-call-slate
https://littleswatara.org/connect/2021-call-slate
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                            News from Camp Swatara 
 
 
April 10th - Camp Swatara Family Camp Opening Work Day  

Join us to open the Campground for the season!  We will be doing yard work 
and cleaning to prepare the grounds for the summer.  All ages are welcome 
to join.  Volunteers may camp for FREE the whole weekend. Lunch and do-
nuts provided. Day starts at 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Hope to see you there! 
Register at:  Familycamp@campswatara.org or call 717-933-5244 

 

April 17th -Trail Mix & Maintenance 8:30 am to 3 pm 

What a combo! Join us for a day of serving on the Camp trail 
and enjoying a different type of trail mix at each trail intersec-
tion. Tools provided. Bring a packed lunch. Snacks provided. For 
more details and to RSVP: www.CampSwatara.org. 

 

April 24th - Mountain Pies on Mountainside 8:30 am to 3 pm 

Ready to try a new kind of mountain pie? Join us for  

a fun day setting up Camp Swatara Mountain units, enjoying  

fellowship  and eating delicious mountain pies. RSVP required: 
www.CampSwatara.org 

 

Summer Camp Registration Open  - Day Camps only 

Registration is open for Day Camps only ….no overnights. All Day Events are 
posted on the Events tab on the camp website. 

www.CampSwatara.org 

 
We’re excited to see you in 2021! 
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  How well do you know… 

                              By Jean Myers    

 

The Kolbe Family, Michael, Sarah, and Olivia 

 

The Kolbe family lives on Roosevelt Street in 
Schuylkill Haven. While Sarah was on staff there, 
the family attended the Spring Creek Church of the 
Brethren.  They were looking for a church family 
closer to their home when they decided to check out 
Little Swatara.  Michael and Sarah become part of 
Little Swatara, transferring their membership. 

Believing in the new Mission Statement, 
“Transformed by Christ to Love and Serve together,” 
Michael and Sarah do just that.  Sarah has been 
serving with the Christian Education Team and has 

served on the VBS Committee as well as Director for VBS.  Before our church closure, 
Michael frequently presented the Children’s Moment on Sunday morning.  More recently, 
if you are watching Little Swatara on Live Stream, you will see Michael, sometimes with 
Olivia’s help, presenting a recorded Children’s Moment. 

Sarah graduated from Bridgewater College in 2004, the same year she and Michael met 
online through Yahoo Personals.  They will celebrate 13 years of marriage in August.  
They are a Licensed Foster Family but currently do not have a placement.  However, 
daughter, Olivia, keeps them busy and young.  Olivia is 9 years old and a 3rd grader at 
the Schuylkill Elementary School.  She enjoys LEGOS, games, hiking with  extended 
family and friends, being outdoors, and arts and crafts.  That’s enough to keep any par-
ents busy! 

Sarah is employed with Diakon Community Services as Meals on Wheels Administrative 
Assistant in Schuylkill County.   She says, “While I don’t interact as much with the con-
sumers, I do consider my occupation a ministry to elderly and vulnerable neighbors we 
serve throughout the county.  I really enjoy the behind the scene work I do to provide life 
sustaining nutrition and wellness checks.” 

A person of many talents, Olivia calls mom a “tech genius,”  Sarah says she is not a ge-
nius, but often helps out family, friends and coworkers with their tech questions.  She re-
ally enjoys problem solving.  In her spare time, she likes running, campfires and organiz-
ing. 

Michael is a Locomotive Engineer and Freight Conductor for Reading, Blue Mountain 
and Northern Railroad.  Not surprisingly, he collects model trains and is quite a History 
Buff about trains and railroads.  He stills manages to watch local sports teams, especially 
Philadelphia teams and affiliates. 
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Thank you! To everyone who contributed to the newsletter for the month of 

April.  The deadline for the May edition is Wednesday April 21st. Open to all. 

Feel free to share Little Swatara Church related events, thoughts, pictures of past 

events, articles summarizing past and future events, or anything else. Email sec-

retary@littleswatara.org 

THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG……. 
 

“When peace, like a river” 
 

This beloved hymn was written by a Prebyterian layman from  Chicago named 
Horation G. Spafford. He was a successful attorney and real estate investor who 
lost a fortune in the great Chicago fire of 1871. Around the same time, his be-
loved four-year-old son died of scarlet fever. 
 

Thinking a vacation would do his family some good, he sent his wife and four 
daughters on a ship to England, planning to join them after he finished some 
pressing business at home. However, while crossing the Atlantic Ocean, the ship 
was involved in a terrible collision and sunk. More than 200 people lost their 
lives, including all four of Horatio Spafford’s precious daughters. His wife, Anna, 
survived the tragedy. Upon arriving in England, she sent a telegram to her hus-
band that began: “Saved alone. What shall I do?” 1 

 

Horatio immediately set sail for England. At one point during his voyage, the 
captain of the ship, aware of the tragedy that had struck the Spafford family, 
summoned Horatio to tell him that they were now passing over the spot where 
the shipwreck had occurred. 
 

As Horatio thought about his daughters, words of comfort and hope filled his 
heart and mind. He wrote them down, and they have since become a well-
beloved hymn: 
 

   When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 
   When sorrows like sea billows roll—     
   Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to know 
   It is well, it is well with my soul. 2 
 

 
1. Randy Petersen, Be Still My Soul: The Inspiring Stories behind 175 of the Most-Loved 
Hymns (1973), 153. 
2. “When peace, like a river” reproduction of original hymn,  Brethren Press 
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 Little Swatara Preschool  
April 2021 

ENROLL NOW FOR 2021 - 2022  
 

It’s time to begin enrolling your child in Preschool for next fall. Student  
enrollment applications are available and will be accepted March 1, 2021 for the 2021-2022 
Preschool year. We are offering 4 classes beginning the end of August. They are as follows:  
          Preschool classes will meet- Monday and Wednesday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. or                                                                       
                                    Tuesday and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m.   
 Pre Kindergarten 1 class will meet- Monday, Wednesday and Thursday,  
                                                                  9 to 11:30a.m.  plus10 extended days in spring.   
 Pre Kindergarten 3 class will meet - Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
Pre Kindergarten classes are intended for children enrolling for Kindergarten in 2022. If you 
are interested in any of our programs, please contact Miss Cindy.  
     Registration cost is $25 before May 1, $35 after May 1. A registration form may be 
picked up at the Preschool or printed from the website.  We are on-line at  lit-
tleswatarachurch.org under Preschool heading. (Please note class times may vary slightly 
depending on COVID 19 safety protocol).  

Dear Friends. 

 Spring is here!  This means we are having a great time being “busy beavers”. At Little 
Swatara we're excited about Preschool and learning while being able to get outside.  
Teachers have many fun and interesting learning activities planned for reviewing alphabet 
letters and the sounds they make, as well as continuing the study of numbers. And, at circle 
time we will complete learning about Easter and how Jesus was loving and kind to us. We will 
discuss how through Jesus a very sad time leads to happiness. 
  Spring also brings us to Kindergarten registration. Some of our pre-
schoolers will be attending Kindergarten in the fall, while others will be returning to 
Little Swatara Preschool for another year of growth.  It is a bitter sweet time for staff 
members. 
 We truly enjoy being a part of God’s plan for each child’s progress and growth.  While  
Kindergarten registration is exciting, it can be stressful. Please see that your  child gets a 
good night’s rest and a satisfying breakfast before their scheduled Kindergarten  
registration. Your child should be encouraged to give their best effort. Parents accept each 
of your child’s effort as their best and praising them for a job well done. We love each child 
and know they will do well at “ the big school”, aka registration.  If you have a concern, please 
speak with your child’s teachers.  
 If you have questions or concerns about your child or the program, contact me at the 
Church  (717)933-4723 or email: cindy.bradley@littleswatara.org. I would love to hear from 
you.   

              Have the best day you can have,  Miss Cindy 
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Easter Celebrations 
   All classes will have an Easter Celebration that will include an Egg Hunt and party foods. 
A form stating what your child would like to contribute to the party will be sent home in 
their book bag, If you are wanting to send an item to contribute to the Hunt, please con-
tact your child’s teacher. Miss Brooke’s classes will be coloring hard boiled eggs that will 
be prepared by Miss Cindy.  The dates are as follows:    

Mon/Wed class ~ Wed, March 31    Tues/ Thurs class ~ Thurs, April 1 
               Pre K 1 class ~ Wed, April 1.          

 

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY ~ April 25, 2021 
 Preschool Sunday has been a 24 year tradition at Little Swatara Church. And, once again 
we have been invited to provide the special music at Sunday morning worship service. How-
ever since we are working within the confines of COVID and are wanting to practice safe-
ty protocol,  we have decided to prerecord our students singing. Each class will prepare 2 
songs.  The recording will be played during the 10:30 am church service on April 25.  The 
recording will occur April 21 and April 22. All preschool and pre kindergarten families 
are invited to attend the actual service ( masks are required, and social distancing is re-
quired when sitting within the sanctuary). Or, you may view the service on-line through 
the Little Swatara Church of the Brethren FaceBook page. This will be 
our  25th year of this special time.  We have a great time singing for the 
Little Swatara Church. It is an exciting time for all of the children.  

 

SUB SALE       
   Our Spring Fund raiser will run April 5 -April 19, with delivery on April 28. The sand-
wiches will be from R&K Subs. We will sell both subs and pretzel sandwiches. The proceeds 
will go towards programing costs and field trip expenses.  The Subs can be eaten right 
away or served the next day because the vegetables are packed separately in sealed bags.     

  

 EASTER VACATION  
Preschool will be closed on April 5 and 6 for Easter vacation. 

Enjoy your days off! 

 

UP COMING EVENTS   Mark your calendars         
      Class Picnics ~ M/W class, May 12 ** T/TH class, May 11 **PreK , May 13. 
                             Location to be announced 
      Last days of class ~ Mon/Wed class– Wednesday, May 19                                       
                     Pre K 1 class - Wednesday, May 19  
                                      Tues/Thurs class - Thursday, May 20 
       Recognition Night ~ Tuesday, May 25  Once again, this is tentative. It is a program          

                                       students that will be attending Kindergarten in the fall.   

                                       Information and invitations to follow in May.   
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