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Who ya got? 
 

In one way or another, we're all part of a team. Leading up to 

the Super Bowl, we were being asked who ya got? In other 

words, who do we choose to cheer on to victory. In life, it can 

be a lot like that. Every single day we choose life or death. We 

choose truth or lies. We choose whether we’re on Team Jesus 

or we're following the world. So this season of reflecting on all 

Jesus has done for us, who ya got?  

 

Being in the family of Christ, we're on the best team yet. It's a 

team that works together to further the kingdom. It's a team 

with the best offense and defense, featuring the Trinity and an 

army of Angels. Who ya got? Team Jesus is always open and 

welcoming. Make today a choice that impacts your eternity. 

Live for Christ. Treat others how Jesus would. Ask the question, 

what would Jesus do? Be a team. Focus for eternity. The victory 

has already been won. Go Team Jesus!! 

 

Blessings  
Pastor Matt Christ 
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Our Sincere Sympathy 
 

Aaron Stupp     3 

Ryan D. Kissling    3 

Nancy Bashore    4 

Sharon A. Bashore    5 

Debra L. Seigfried    5 

Marlin Ritchie    6 

Stephen Snyder    6 

Mark H. Swope    6 

Derick S. Kauffman    7 

Stephanie Bicher    9 

Richard Frantz, Sr.    9  

David Fake    10 

Marlene Blatt   10 

Neal Siegrist    10 

Kevin Boltz    11 

Darlene Bechtold   12 

Lisa Hershey    13 

Vincent Snyder   14 

Bronson Cass    1 

Cale E. DeMille    1 

Pamela Franklin    1 

Darlene Webber    1 

Phyllis Baylor     2 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mar..1   -  7:00 PM Leadership Team Mtg 
 
Mar. 2  -  7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Mar. 4   -  World Day of Prayer 
 
Mar. 13  -  7:00 PM 2nd Sunday Musical 
        presentation 
           Passion, The Musical  
 
Mar. 16  -  Newsletter Deadline 
 
Mar. 20  -  First Day of Spring 
 
Mar. 20—23  -  Spiritual Renewal  
 
Mar. 22  -  Ministry Team Minutes  due 
 

Anthony Fazio        15 

Brenda L. Hershey        15 

Joan Kline         15 

Aaron S. Riegel        15 

Jeffrey A. Miller        16 

Cathleen A. Hollen        17 

Donald G. Bashore        18 

Steven D. Henning         18 

Jean Snyder         20 

Macey Schwalm        23 

Glenn Heisey        24 

Janet Costic                     24           

John Z. Hoover, Sr.        25 

Gregory Dreibelbis        26 

Allen Rebman        26 

Mary Louise Bashore     28 

Tammy Long         30 

Scott Zeller         31 

 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for  

Dianne & Darrell Younker and the Brightbill 

family. Dianne’s brother, Melvin Brightbill 

passed away on Friday evening, January 21, 

2022 

 

As a Church  Family, we express our sincere 

sympathy to the family and friends of Sharon 

Wise  and children, Amber Wise, Amanda 

Swanger, Ashley Dunning and Austin Wise 

on the passing of their Mother / Grandmoth-

er, Harriet Smith.  Harriet passed               

away on Sunday, Feb. 6th, 2022 

Congratulations!!! 
 

Congratulations to Matthew and Rachel 

Bohn on the birth of their 

daughter Olivia Rae. Born on 

January 20th. Grandparents, 

Scott and Denise Bohn.  
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

                                    The next luncheon will                  

                                    be Tuesday, March                 

                                    8th at 11:30 a.m. at  The                 

                                    Country Fare Restaurant,   

                                    Myerstown, PA 

Please join us at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall for our Ash Wednesday services 

Men’s Group Work Day  

Opportunities 
 

The Little Swatara Men’s Group continues to 

support Camp Swatara by providing mainte-

nance of the miniature golf course through-

out the year. We are planning two opportuni-

ties for you to volunteer. Both events will take 

place at the camp miniature golf course. 

The first work day is set for March 19, weather 

permitting. We will be installing porch posts 

on the porch to the cabin used by staff at the 

golf course. We will also be removing two 

windows from one of the walls, reframing the 

wall, installing one window in place of the 

two, and re-installing wood siding. We will 

also be making a list of what will need to be 

accomplished in order to open the golf 

course. 
 

The second work day is scheduled for April 2. 

This date is also the work day for opening the 

family camp for the season. We will be pulling 

weeds and cleaning up any dead branches. 

We will also be performing maintenance on 

the holes of the golf course. This may involve 

some carpentry work, painting, and maybe 

some electrical work to make sure things are 

operating. We may also be mulching the 

beds and around the trees on the course. 
 

We are looking for anyone willing to give a 

few hours to help out. Start time will be 8:00 

AM on both work days. You may bring any 

tools along you feel would help get the job 

done. Please con-

tact Gary Bashore 

or Todd Rebman 

if you have any 

questions.  

Our March Breakfast Buffet has been can-

celled.  It may be safer to gather at a later 

date as Covid numbers go down. 

 

We have chow-chow in quarts and pints 

and cookbooks for sale. 

 

Our next Women’s Fellowship Meeting will 

be held on Thursday, March 3, 2022 start-

ing at 9:00 A.M.  We will start our evening 

Meetings Monday, April 4 at 7:00 P.M.  

 

All women of our Church are invited to 

join us for any and all of our Meetings. 
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

this month’s Newsletter. The deadline for 

the next edition is the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month. Open to all.  Feel free to share 

Little Swatara Church related events, 

thoughts, pictures of past events, articles 

summarizing past and future events, or any-

thing else.  

Email:secretary@littleswatara.org 

Atlantic Northeast District  

Women’s Spring Fellowship 2022 
 

Hello Ladies of the ANE District! 
 

This announcement is to advise you that 

the In-Person Women’s Spring Fellow-

ship Event at the Ephrata Church of the 

Brethren on March 19, 2022 has been can-

celled. 
 

We felt with the recent increase in COVID-

19 cases it would be safer not to gather in 

person at this time. 
 

The Cabinet is busy planning a virtual event 

and more information will be forthcom-

ing.  We appreciate your understanding 

during these uncertain times. 
 

-From The ANE District Women’s Cabinet 

 The Leadership Team    

 would like to thank you   

 for being diligent in self  

 monitoring your Covid 

status. With rising positive counts in Berks 

and Lebanon Counties, however, we would 

like to remind you that while not required, 

masking is encouraged indoors.  If you have 

any cold like symptoms or covid exposure, 

we ask you to be a loving neighbor, and 

join us via Live Stream until your symptoms 

clear. 

 

The Gathering Place is in need of  

volunteers.  Contact Mike Peace if you can 

help with this important ministry of Little 

Swatara to the community of Bethel. 

Easter Flowers will be 

available for purchase 

to enhance the Wor-

ship Center.  There will 

be a sign-up sheet in 

the narthex for: Lilies 

$7; Mums: yellow, lavender or white $7; or 

azaleas: pink, red or white $8. Cash or 

checks made out to  Little Swatara COB can 

be given to Pam Gerberich. 

March’s Mission of the Month is  
“One Great Hour of Sharing”  

 

Little Swatara has been supporting OGHoS 

for many years.  Coin banks will be distribut-

ed during the Sunday School hour on Feb-

ruary 27th, to be returned on March 20th.    

Members are encouraged to drop loose 

change and coins into the banks during the 

month.  Funds from “One Great Hour of 

Sharing” reach close to home, and across 

the world, helping ministries such as the 

Church of the Brethren’s Brethren Volunteer 

Service, Discipleship Ministries, Office of 

Global Mission, Brethren Disaster Ministries, 

the Global Food Initiative and many more.   
 

This year’s theme is “Love Remains” and is 

pulled from 1 Corinthians 13:13. Christian 

community is a decision to think of others 

before yourself, and to work on behalf of 

others and care for them through acts of 

kindness and advocacy.    
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           Second Sunday Evening Programs    

    

   

 
 
Piercing Word Ministries will be returning to Little Swatara for our “Second Sunday” service 

March 13th.  You may remember this group of young performers from 2019 when the joined us 

with “The Advent of Christmas.” 
 

Piercing Word is a group of theatre professionals who seek to engage people with the Word of 

God by performing scripture in dramatic and musical presentations.  They generally work word

-for-word from the WSV bible.  Based in Lancaster PA, Piercing Word is a non-profit theatre 

ministry. 
 

They will be presenting “Passion: The Musical” to kick off our Easter season.   Experience the 

Last Supper, Trial, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ through Piercing Word’s musi-

cal presentation of the Easter story. Utilizing a modern-day, urban concept, this performance 

includes passages from all four Gospels and original music with Scripture lyrics!  7:00pm, 

March 13th!  Please join us and bring a friend. 

 

May  -  The Honeycomb 
 

Our 2nd Sunday program in May will feature Jeff Raught. 

A singer, song writer, and actor from Lancaster County, Jeff 

offers an evening or original songs and stories that dig deep 

into life, and into faith in both humorous and poignant ways. 

He is also known for working with Ted Swartz from Ted and 

Company, and has frequently preformed with Ken Medema. 
 

The current plan is for Jeff’s program to be on May 15th 

(technically the 3rd Sunday, but we’re skipping Mother’s Day) 

and is titled “The Honeycomb” First written in 2018, this show 

contains stories about being a dad, a husband, and a son.  It  

is an honest look at a life filled with laughter and tears. Jeff’s 

shows are highly unique and very flexible. 

March  -  Passion:  The Musical 
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Spiritual Renewal Services  
March 20th - 23rd, 2022  

 

Meet our Speaker: Nathan Myer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nathan Myer serves as one of six active min-

isters on the ministry team of Chiques 

Church.  He is self-employed as a farmer 

raising chickens, hogs, dairy heifers and 

crops.  Nate and his wife Veronica, live near 

Lititz and have 5 children.  Two children are 

married with one grandchild and another 

grandchild due in Feb.  He enjoys serving 

the Lord through preaching and teaching 

and looks forward to what God will do 

through the Holy Spirit during our time to-

gether! 

Spiritual Renewal Services 
Little Swatara Church of the Brethren 

March 20 – 23, 2022, 7 pm 

Speaker: Pastor Nathan Myer 
 

 
Sunday, March 20 – 10:30am 

“All leaves and no fruit” 
 

Scripture: Mark 11: 12-15  
Special Music:  Senior Choir 

     All Fellowship Meal following the service 
 
 

Sunday, March 20 - 6:00 pm pizza 
“When the obvious is not obvious” 

 
Scripture: Mark 12: 1-12 

Special Music:  Praise Team 
 
 

Monday, March 21 - 7:00 pm 
“It’s not optional” 

 
Scripture:  Matthew 3: 1-12 
Special Music:  Senior Choir 

 
 

Tuesday, March 22 – 7:00 pm 
“Can you hear me now?” 

 
Scripture:  Hebrew 1: 1-4, 2: 1-4 

Special Music:  Faithful Men 
Ice cream following the service 

 
 

Wednesday, March 23 – 7:00 pm 
“Hatred in the first degree” 

Children’s Night 
 

Scripture: Luke 20: 9-19 
Special Music:   Jubilee Choir 

The True Life Ministries is 
having their annual auction 
 
          BIDS 4 KIDS 
       Benefit Auction,     
     March 18th—19th  
 

 

Lebanon Expo Center 
80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon, PA 17042 

 
For auction updates & a schedule for the 
weekend visit: www.truelifeyouth.com 
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Every Member Council Meeting 
 

Members of our congregation gathered on Monday February 14th, for our first quarter Every 

Member Council Meeting.  Many joined in person, and several joined on line as well.  The first 

order of business for the evening was the distribution of the Little Swatara Annual Report.  

This booklet contains yearly summaries authored by each Ministry Team, as well as other in-

formation.  The booklets are available on line at LittleSwatara.org or by contacting the church 

office.   
 

Stewards presented the year end financial report.   By the year end, we were short almost 

$60,000 in planned offerings received, but our financial position at the year remained strong 

due to significantly lower expenses then planned for.  
 

Paster Matt offered his report, with a warning that Sometimes we need to wait to see what 

God wants us to do.  There are several possibilities for additional worship under discussion, 

including starting a Wednesday evening worship service for those who cannot attend on Sun-

day, and starting various small groups.  Pastor Matt and the Leadership Team are still working 

on these options.  Deacons reported on their retreat, which focused on addressing all gener-

ations of believers, but especially young people.  One quote from the meeting was “We need 

to do anything short of sitting” to attract youth.  We also need to recognize that these people 

may not act or attend in ways we normally find traditional or expected, and be tolerant.   Ex-

amples expressed were cell phone use, and the experience that many of the community 

members who attended our Christmas Cookie decorating night did not even know common 

Christmas Carols.  God has given us a family to be part of, and we need to extend that family 

to others. Paster Matt ended his report with a call to pray for discernment as we look at addi-

tional worship and possibilities for small groups. 
 

The Monday evening bible study continues to meet, using a combination of in person, and 

Zoom attendance.  If anyone would like to attend, please contact Connie in the church office 

for the Zoom information, or just show up at the church on Monday evening. 
 

Sam Forry presented the Auditor’s Report, and stated that all the various books appear to be 

in order. Treasurers may pick up their check books if they have not already done so. 
 

The Gathering Place reports that numbers are climbing since reopening.  More volunteers 

are always needed, and the Gathering Place continues to provide strong support to the 

“Feed Them” program. 
 

The Gym Committee reported that they last met in mid December, but do to several mem-

bers experiencing Covid and other illnesses has not met since.  Jim Batz has contacted con-

struction companies to begin to find out what information we need to obtain rough estimates.  

Once that information is prepared, we can start getting expected numbers.  Full utilization of 

the current facility remains a congregational concern, with support expressed for holding  

 

Continued > > > > >  
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Every Member Council Meeting cont’d. . . . .  

 

various types of activities in the current facility, and being tolerant of damage.  The congrega-

tion is encouraged to pray for discernment about the gym project. 
 

The Music and Worship team presented an informal plan to purchase commercial furniture for 

the narthex and downstairs entry areas, in order to present a more welcoming space.  Details 

will come at the next council meeting.   
 

Pam ended the meeting with a listing of the various activities coming up involving the church 

body.  Please check the calendar for a full list.  There is something for almost everyone.  
 

Full and official minutes from the meeting will be available from the church office. 

 

Marketing Minute  
 

One of our members was sitting in a marketing training session this week, and it suddenly oc-

curred that many of the ideas being promoted can be directly applied to inviting the un-

churched to join us on Sunday morning.    According to experts, on average post cards and 

mass mail will bring in a return of 1% or less.  That means if you want to have one person come 

to church, you would have to send out at least 100 printed pieces.    Social Media is around 5%.  

Phone calls around %35.  Again, if you do the math, at 5%, you would need to contact 20 per-

sons to reach one person to come to church.  With a phone call, you would need to contact 4 

or 5 persons to reach 1.    Do you know what has almost a 100% return rate?  Personal contact.  

Personally, inviting someone to come with you to a church activity will almost always result in 

their attendance.   “Facetime” is the most effective method of reaching the unchurched. 
 

One of the other lessons of this seminar was the need to reach your 

target audience using ways they are accustomed to interacting.  For 

young people email, Facebook, Tweeting, Instagram, TikTok and 

more.  Younger people spend more time in front of and are more 

comfortable with a screen than any previous generation.  The peo-

ple you need to reach may not be at the activities you are comforta-

ble with. 
 

Another lesson from the seminar was the importance of listening.  

We often know what we would like tell our audience, but that is not 

always what they are interested in.  We need to listen and under-

stand a person’s problems and troubles before we can offer Christ 

as our solution.  
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News from Camp Swatara 

Maple Syrup Making 101 
Thursday, March 10, 2022, 

 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
 

Have you ever wanted to make maple syrup but you never knew how? Well here's your 
chance to learn! We will teach you all about Maples. Then take you through the hands -on 
process of tapping trees and collecting sap all the way to a boiling demonstration. This 
event is so sweet you don’t want to miss it. Outdoor education in the morning and open to 
the public in the evening. 
 

Info and Registration: www.CampSwatara.org 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

  Paul Bunyan Day 
  Saturday, March 12, 2022 
  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

  Volunteers needed to cut firewood for the upcoming Camping Season!     
  Lunch provided. 
  RSVP Online: www.CampSwatara.org or 
  call the Camp Office (717-933-8510). 

                                                         . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Trail Mix & Maintenance 

Saturday, March 26, 2022 

8:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

Volunteers needed: Join us for a day of service, cleaning up the trails                                      
and finding some treats along the way! Bring a packed lunch, snacks                                           
and tools are provided. 
RSVP Online: www.CampSwatara.org  
or calling the Camp Office (717-933-8510). 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

 

Family Camp Opening Work Weekend 

Friday, April 1, 2022 @3:00 PM to Sunday, April 3, 2022 @ 3:00 PM 
 

Join us to open the Campground for the season!  We will be doing yard work and cleaning to 
prepare the grounds for the summer.  All ages are welcome to join.  Volunteers are welcome to 
camp for FREE for the weekend.  We provide donuts and lunch. Hope to see you there! 
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How well  do you know…… 

Rich and Shelly Yenser 
Richard Yenser was born in Reading on 

April 1, 1972 to Eugene and Joann Yenser.   

Michelle, known to us all as Shelly, was 

born in Allentown on December 1, 1972 to 

Bernie and Donna Sobjak. 

 

Rich grew up on the family farm where they 

had a pony, cattle, pigs, dogs, cats, a goat 

and chickens. He has one brother, Randall.  

During his school years in the Tulpehocken 

School District, he played soccer, basket-

ball and baseball.  In 1990, he graduated 

valedictorian from the Tulpehocken High 

School. He continued his education at Mil-

lersville University where he graduated with 

a Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Mathematics Education. 
 

Shelly grew up in the small town of Bally with 3 siblings, Chad, Phil and Mary.  Summers were 

spent riding bikes around town, going to the playground and playing 4-square, hopscotch, 

wall ball, and kickball with other kids in town.   Afternoons were spent at the pool where she 

would swim, tan, play backgammon, spades, and other card games with friends.  Most of her 

cousins lived in town and Sundays were spent eating lunch at her grandparents' house and 

then running around outside with her many cousins.  Shelly says “those were the best times.”  

She attended Catholic School and later Boyertown High School where she played volleyball, 

softball and participated in cheerleading.  Following graduation, Shelly attended Millersville 

University where she graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics Education.  This past 

year, she received her Master’s degree in School Counseling from Kutztown University. 
 

The Yensers met at Millersville University in Calculus III and Physics (very romantic) during their 

sophomore year of college in the fall of 1991.  They had many mutual friends but did not con-

nect with each other until they both sat near a mutual friend in Calulus, III.  The numbers must 

have added up because they were married on July 9, 1994 at Most Blessed Sacrament Church 

in Bally, PA. where Shelly is still a member.  Pastor Copp was part of their service in the Catholic 

Church.  Before moving to Wernersville in 2001, they lived in Frystown in a second floor apart-

ment.  With 3 small children, Alexis, the twins Jonathon (JR) and Derek, they purchased 10 

acres of land on Teen Challenge Road to build a house.  Unfortunately they had to move from 

their old house before the new one was ready so they moved in with Eugene and Joann.  Quite 

a busy time!  Joann had a Ford Focus which JR and Derek called the “flat van” to differentiate it 

from the family minivan.    

Continued> > > > > > > 
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All 3 children were preemies. Alexis was born 6 weeks early and spent a week in the NICU.  

When Shelly was pregnant with the twins, she was put on bedrest. JR and Derek were born 8.5 

weeks early and spent a month in the NICU.  Alexis was so excited when the babies came 

home!  She would stand over the pack-n-play while they were sleeping and want to wake 

them. Shelly says it was a busy house when they were young.  The kids would empty out the 

bookshelf and toy box on a daily basis, sometimes more than once a day!    Alexis was in kin-

dergarten and the twins were 3 years old when Shelly became pregnant with their 4th child, 

Kyle, and was once again on bedrest.  It was a difficult time, but Shelly says “we had a lot of 

support from our families and friends.”   The house was always active.  All the children played 

multiple sports, took piano lessons, voice lessons and participated in the school musicals as 

well as vocal and instrumental music programs.   Now the children are adults.  Alexis is mar-

ried to Andy Wise.  She graduated from Kutztown University with a Master’s Degree in School 

Counseling and is a school counselor at West Perry School District but will soon be starting at 

Reading School District. JR is a graduate of Lebanon Valley College where he received a de-

gree in Business Administration with a minor in Management and is the Family Camp Director 

at Camp Swatara.  His twin brother, Derek, is a graduate of Elizabethtown College with a de-

gree in Information Systems and is employed as a Junior Database Reliability Engineer with 

Clark Associated.  Derek will marry his Fiancée, Grace Butler, in June.  Kyle is a freshman at 

Lehigh University majoring in Computer Science Engineering. 
 

Shelly started attending Little Swatara regularly after moving to Teen Challenge Road in 2001.  

She has been a part of the Preschool Board, a Youth Advisor, Vacation Bible School Director 

and plays on the volleyball team. 
 

Rich grew up in the Little Swatara church and was baptized on March 3,1986 after attending 

the first membership class offered by Pastor Copp.  He has served as chair of the Stewardship 

and Property Team, Youth Advisor, ushers and also plays on the church volleyball team. 
 

As Youth Advisors, they have made the journey to NYC and back two times with a third trip 

planned for this summer.  They have been on mission trips with the youth to Brooklyn, Colum-

bia SC (two times), North Carolina, and Dayton Ohio.  In Brooklyn, they helped with a Bible 

School, served in a soup kitchen, painted fire hydrants, and worked on the church roof. Shelly 

and Rich say “In South Carolina, we were blessed to have Jean Myers as a kitchen helper and 

some fantastic Southern hospitality from her sister, Dolores and her family.  In addition to lift-

ing a house to replace the floors, installing siding, and solidifying the foundation, we were 

treated to a traditional southern 4th of July celebration including pork barbeque and boiled 

peanuts.”  
 

Rich is employed as a high school math teacher in the Governor Mifflin School District, current-

ly in his 28th year.  Shelly is currently working for Caron Treatment Centers as a Student Assis-

tance Program Specialist.  She is looking forward to getting a job as a school counselor in the 

future. 
 

Little Swatara has been blessed to have Rich and Shelly share their talents, time and faith with 

us. 

           --Jean Myers 
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