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To what degree?? 
 

The weather patterns have had us in shorts and T-shirt's one 

day and pants and sweatshirts the next. I couldn't imagine the 

stress of a weather forecaster yet we try to predict what the de-

grees will be each day; even a week ahead. I don't know about 

you but it's enough to consider one day at a time; let alone 

weeks or months out. But we find ourselves doing that, don't 

we? We look ahead, we plan ahead. We want to have some 

idea what's next. We want to have something to look forward 

to. For me, that's every opportunity I get to spend with my 

church family. I get so excited to be part of the body of Christ 

each Sunday. It's something I anticipate with great expectancy 

that Christ is going to inform and transform our lives. But to 

what degree is that important to you? Is being a part of the 

church family on Sunday mornings something you look for-

ward to. And if not, how could you stir your soul to gain moti-

vation to be a part of something so much more than ourselves. 

God went to the utmost degree to give us the gift of Jesus to 

provide a way to heaven. Couldn't we at least meet him to-

gether on Sunday as a body of believers? Couldn't we possibly 

find encouragement through each other? To what degree is 

the church of importance to you. I can't imagine life without it. 

It's my fuel and energy. It keeps me going through the week. 

Might we find the reason to be together is more than we can 

fathom on our own. We need each other and Jesus needs us 

unified coming together to worship and exchange relationship 

through knowing him in his word.  
 

Blessings :)  
Pastor Matt Christ 
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Our Sincere Sympathy 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

this month’s Newsletter. The deadline for 

the next edition is the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month. Open to all.  Feel free to share 

Little Swatara Church related events, 

thoughts, pictures of past events, articles 

summarizing past and future events, or any-

thing else.  

Email:secretary@littleswatara.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 
    July 4  -  Independence Day 
 
    July 5  -  7:00 pm Leadership Team  
                    Meeting 
 
    July 10  -  14  Annual Conference 
 
    July 18  -  22  Vacation Bible School 
 
    July 20  -  Newsletter Deadline 
 
    July 24  -  Bread & Cup Communion 
 
    July 26  -  Ministry Team Minutes due 

John D. Kauffman    20 

Brendan Lee Line   21 

Diane Duell    22 

Katrina Dvorznak   24 

Jill M. Thomas             24 

Jamie Wise    24 

Stanley Hershey   26 

Glenn Riegel    27 

Ronald Blatt    28 

Dylan M. Boltz   28 

Ralph Wanner  28 

Daniel DeMille  29 

Karen Weinhold  29 

Ronald Hershey   30 

Andrew M. Wise  2 

Sharon Dosch  2 

Eric Douglas Adams 5 

R. Joanne Bashore    5 

Brenda L. Brubaker  5 

Jayden Manbeck  5 

Vera Gross     5 

 

Nolan Keeney  5 

James J. Frantz    6 

Karen Mason     7 

Mary Ann Fake    8 

Ryan S. Snyder  8 

Christine K DeMille  9 

Gabby Krick   13 

Kenneth A. Bashore 14 

Scott Bohn   14 

Ethan E. Stupp  14 

Beatrice Frantz   15 

Mary E. March   16 

Susan Hartranft   17 

Rhoda Wentling  17 

Marion Haas    20 

As a church family, we extend our sincere 

sympathy & Christian love to John Ziegler 

and family on the passing of Judith Ziegler, 

on May 25th. 

 

As a church family, we extend our sincere 

sympathy & Christian love to Carole Seigrist 

and the Seigrist family on the  

passing of Gene on June 4th  

 

 

A life without love is like a year  

without summer.” 

 

   —Swedish proverb 
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

                                    The next luncheon will                  

                                    be Tuesday, July  12th 

                                    at 11:30 a.m. at  The                 

                                    Country Fare Restaurant,   

                                    Myerstown, PA 

  Join us for Friday Night Fire - an hour of     

  worship through song. This informal worship    

  time will start at 7pm in the sanctuary. Let's  

  have some fun singing praises to our God  

  together  on Friday, July 29th and Friday, 

  August 19th . 

                             

The Craft Group  
will not be  
meeting in  

July 

                    

                    Quilting Group 
 
Please check with Vera Gross  before leav-

ing items in the quilting room to see if your 

item is something the quilt group is able to 

use. Vera Gross (717) 933-4304.  Thank you. 

We would like to thank everyone who 
came out to support our Tractor, Truck, 
Motorcycle and Car Show. We appreciate 
everyone who brought their vehicles, 
cooked, baked and helped in any way to 
make this an enjoyable annual event.  
 
Our next Women’s Fellowship Meeting 
will be held Monday, July 11, 2022 at 9:00 
A.M. 
 
National Night Out and Country Fair will 
be coming up in August.  Bulletins closer 
to that time will have the details. 

The July Mission of the Month will support 

the Vacation Bible School Offering Project  -  

Helping Harvest.  Locally, Helping Harvest 

works to solve hunger in the Berks & Schuyl-

kill Counties of Pennsylvania.  
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 Bible Study classes 
will be on summer 

break until  
August 15th. 

No Exercise Classes  

during 

July & August 

Londonderry Village  
 

Londonderry Village will host its Annual 

Chicken BBQ & Auction event to raise sup-

port for their Good Samaritan Fund on July 

22 and 23, 2022.  Their Good Samaritan 

Fund is a benevolent care fund which helps 

cover the cost of Skilled Nursing Care or 

Personal Care for residents who have out-

lived their personal financial resources.  An-

nually, the benevolent care costs are near 

$2 million. 

This year an online auction will lead up to 

the live auction event on July 24.   

Please visit LondonderryVillage.org for 

more information. 

The Importance of Giving 
 

Matthew 6:19-21 
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal. But store 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

Little Swatara has a long and full history of 

giving to support both our church and out-

reach programs.  Even as our numbers have 

become smaller, we have rarely had an issue 

meeting our budget and outreach goals.  

Thanks to generous giving, we have been 

fortunate the last several years. Even during 

Covid, we were able to maintain a strong 

General Fund Balance.  Giving has fallen re-

cently and with our church returning to a 

sense of normalcy, spending is returning to 

normal.  We need to begin to carefully com-

pare our income, and our ministry expenses.  

Right now, our expenses are exceeding in-

come, and our general fund balance has 

dropped by about $23,000 over the past 

three months.  Please consider the ramifica-

tions and solutions to a reduced general 

fund balance.   
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Style of Worship 
 

We all enjoy our own favorite style of worship. Some like to wear blue jeans and listen to con-

temporary music, while others wear a suit and tie and prefer traditional hymns and a liturgical 

service.  This doesn’t create a separate church, just different preferences.  “Same Lord, Same 

Faith, Same Baptism.”  At it’s heart our “Same-ness” is not our worship style preference, but our 

core faith values.  Excluding one group or the other based on their preferences for music and 

worship styles does not build the Kingdom of God, but instead restricts it.  Jesus (and later oth-

er disciples) frequently worshiped and taught in the formal Jewish synagogues, but He more 

frequently taught and worshiped in the homes of family and friends, and in even more informal 

settings.  Worship is both narrow and broad at the same time.  We are called to direct our wor-

ship to God, “For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’[a]”  Matthew 

4:10  At the same time, worship is broad and can be done anywhere.  When speaking to the 

woman at the well in John 4:21 Jesus says ‘believe me, a time is coming when you will worship 

the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem’ which has been interpreted to mean that 

once His mission is complete, worship will not be confined to any one place on earth.  The 

beautiful diverseness of worship is further mentioned in Revelation 7:9 –  “After this I looked, 

and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 

people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing 

white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.”  We are called to worship, and if 

we can church plant right in our own building, why not?  It could double attendance, opportu-

nities to impact lives, and provide more ways to reach people for the kingdom of God.   
 

Contemporary style folks love a more contemporary style, as it feeds their soul.  Traditional 
proponents feel it feeds their soul.  It’s not an issue of good or bad, right or wrong.  In the end 
we’re looking for ways to meet our vision as a congregation.  We are a church that values King-
dom growth.   
 

Because we are called by Christ to continue his work we will: 
 

• Provide opportunities for spiritual growth for all ages 
• Energize, equip and disciple youth and young adults for Christian service 
• Connect and engage with each other and the community 
• Introduce others to Christ through service 

Worship Help 
 

Do you notice those “button pushers” in the back row each week?  Chances are you don’t, un-

til a microphone doesn’t work correctly, the sound system squeals, or lights go out.  Ironically 

for a church based in acapella music, oil lamps and wooden floors, technology has become an 

integral part of our worship in the modern age.  This means incorporating modern develop-

ments in sound systems, lighting, and yes, even theatre and video streaming, into our wor-

ship.   We currently have a need for volunteers to help with the technical aspects of support-

ing our worship services.  If you feel this is something you could be interested in, please con-

tact Todd Rebman or Mark Myers.  We also have a need for and a home for traditional types 

of volunteers, such as greeters, worship leaders, and instrumentalists.   Please prayerfully con-

sider how you can support or worship services. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%204%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23220a


Little Swatara Church of the Brethren                                                         July 2022                                                   
 

Little Swatara Church News  Page 6 

 

      The Gathering Place  
  is in need of volunteers. Contact 

  Mike Peace if you can help with 

  this important ministry of Little 

  Swatara to the community  of 

  Bethel. 

Little Swatara Preschool 
 

Is looking to hire a part-time 

Lead Pre-school teacher for 

2022-2023 school year. Our Pre-

school teachers are responsible for children 

ages 3-5 years old. Classes will run Monday 

through Friday mornings.  If you or someone 

you know would enjoy working with children in 

a Christ centered environment, please  

contact Cindy Bradley at  

 (717) 933-4500 or through  

e-mail at  

cindy.bradley@LittleSwatara.org 

For our 2022 VBS Mission Project, we de-
cided to donate to a local cause.  Since this 
year’s theme “Food Truck Party” is all about 
food, we thought Helping Harvest would 
be a good choice for our mission donations  
 

Helping Harvest established in 1983, col-
lects, purchases, stores, and distributes 
over eight million pounds of food annually 
to the more than 320 programs which feed 
the hungry in Berks & Schuylkill counties.  
 

Helping Harvest depends on monetary and 
food donations in order to end hunger in 
the Berks—Schuylkill County area. Your gen-
erosity allows us to feed more than 110,000 
people every year.  

VBS MISSION 
PROJECT   

 

• cookies 
• Ice Cream Cone Cupcakes 
• empty cardboard cereal, cracker or  
      cookie boxes for crafts 
• yarn in various colors for craft 
 
Watch for collection box and sign up 
sheets - THANK YOU! 

8:15 Services 
 

With church schedules returning to normal, 

many members have asked about the possi-

bility of restarting our 8:15 Sunday morning 

service.  Pastor Matt is currently seeking 

prayerful input on what format a revised and 

renewed 8:15 service should take, and look-

ing for those who would be willing to attend, 

and assist with an earlier worship.   Our cur-

rent thought is in order to lessen the load on 

our musicians and worship assistants, we may 

want to look at a return to a more contempo-

rary and more informal format for this service, 

as it was originally designed. 
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Cokesbury's Food Truck Party VBS invites children of all ages to get on a roll with God   into 

their neighborhood for the summer's biggest party! Using Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day our 

daily bread", children are invited to pray as Jesus teaches. These words serve as a reminder 

that everything we have comes from God - and our daily needs are met by God. 

Through stories in both the Old and New Testaments, Crafts, Song, Games and Fun Food, this 

VBS opens kids' eyes to the countless ways God provides, loves, and cares for us while inviting 

them to join God in providing, loving, and caring for others. The goal of Food Truck Party is to 

help children build on the practice of using daily prayer to turn to God for their needs - and 

also to serve as the hands of God in ensuring that the needs of others are met.  

 

Where: Little Swatara Church of the Brethren 

               31 Rehrersburg Road, Bethel 

When:  July 18 - July 22, 2022   Mornings  8:30am-11:30am 

Who:    For children and youth age 3 (children must be potty-trained) to grade 8. 

 

For more information, call 717-933-4723 (church office) 

or 717-202-9399 (Aimee Ruffner). 

 

Visit www.LittleSwatara.org for the link to register online in advance (preferred) or bring a 

completed registration form the first day your child attends (forms  

available in the church narthex). 

 

If interested in HELPING with this event please contact us, we can  

always use extra help for the event. 

 

Hope to see YOU here and bring a friend! 

http://www.LittleSwatara.org
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How well  do you know……    

Arlene Rebman 
 

 Daughter of the late Paul and Ada Keeney, Arlene was   

 born at home on June 11, 1931.  She grew up on the  

 family farm, learning to milk cows by the age of 7 along 

 with the usual chores of working in the garden and 

 husking corn.  Corn husking was done by hand at the 

 time and after  school they had to husk a load of corn 

 before the milking chores could be started.  Arlene’s 

dad would enter the county corn husking contest held 

 every year in the fall.   When she was 15,  there was a  

 contest for women and she entered, coming in last.    

 However, by the time she was 17, (1948)  she entered 

 and was champion husker for the women.  To make the 

 husking competition more fun, her dad was also cham-

pion that year.  It was a proud honor for dad and daugh-

ter. 
 

 Arlene attended grades 1 through 8 at the Rehrersburg 

 School, graduating from Bethel High School in  1949. 

 Following the completion of high school, she continued 

her education at Elizabethtown College for 3 semesters.  She sang in the chorus, enjoyed 

playing basketball and being a cheer leader for the soccer team.  Arlene was part of the Dep-

utation Team that visited Church of the Brethren congregations on a Sunday morning.   The 

Deputation Team was in charge of the complete service, providing music and a short sermon.  

Arlene accompanied the singing with the piano.    
 

On March 24, 1951 Arlene married LeRoy Rebman in the Merkey’s Church of the Brethren.  

That marriage resulted in a family of 5 children:  Dianne married to John High; Carol married 

to Richard Reed; Allen married to Rebecca Geesaman; Marcia married to Scott Williamson, 

and Christine married to Richard Doig.  There are 8 grandchildren and twelve Great grand-

children.  Arlene was widowed on April 4, 2009.  Shortly after that traumatic event, one of the 

grandsons, Andy Reed, came to reside with Arlene. 
 

Lee, as he was known, and Arlene started housekeeping on a farm that raised turkeys.  Arlene 

would get quite upset when the turkeys flew over the fence and sat on her car.  She was glad 

to move several years later to the house where Dianne and John currently live.  When Marcia 

was a baby, the family moved one final time to the farm where Arlene stills resides.  There, 

they raised steers and later chickens.  While the children were growing up, the family tent 

camped and spent holiday weekends at the camping area where Ray, Arlene’s brother, and 

Sandra live. 
Continued>>>>>>>> 
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Arlene spent many years as a 4–H Club leader.  Many years, meaning 30!  She taught cooking 

and sewing as well as other activities included flower arranging, redoing a bedroom, decorat-

ing cakes and babysitting.  The outdoor cooking class was the one most girls and a few boys 

loved the most; building a fire, cooking on hot stones, making a Billy can and learning safety 

rules when using fire.  Arlene enjoyed teaching and guiding the members while they learned to 

cook, bake and sew skirts, dresses and back packs 
 

It was a very cold day, December 18, 1943, when Arlene was baptized in the Palmyra Church of 

the Brethren by her grandfather, Ira Gibble.  It was the beginning of a very active membership 

for Arlene.  As a young family, just 4 short years after marriage, she and Lee were called to be 

Lifetime Deacons at Little Swatara, a position Arlene still respects and takes seriously.   

She started teaching Sunday school in the primary classes, followed by 5 and 6 year olds and 

eventually Junior High.  She enjoyed teaching the different age groups and seeing their interest 

in the Bible Stories and how to live as a Christian.  She fondly remembers teaching the Junior 

High during Vacation Bible School outside in the large Army tent.  Their study was outdoors, 

taking walks in the mountain, listening to nature, seeing what God created, learning to live with 

nature and pray.  Arlene was also a director of VBS when the attendance was about two hun-

dred.  She remembers singing, Bible stories and crafts.   Buses were used to bring the commu-

nity children to the church. 
 

When Pastor John David Bowman introduced the Questers Bible Study, an intense study of the 

Bible, at Little Swatara, Arlene quickly became part of the group.  Students studied under John 

David for a year with the understanding that after the year of study, you would teach a new class 

the following year.  Questers was a 4 year course so after the first year, you taught a beginning 

class while attending the second year of the course.  It was an intense 5 year study and commit-

ment covering the entire Bible.  Arlene and Sharon Bowman became teaching partners in their 

second year of study. 
 

Through her years at Little Swatara, Arlene enjoyed singing in the Ladies Chorus with Orpha 

Ziegler as director, later in the regular choir in which she is still singing. 
 

Arlene has always been a great reader and has kept a list of all the books she has read since she 

was 11 years old.  She has read through the Bible many times, reading several versions:  the 

King James, The Living Bible, The One Year Bible, Standard version and The Message.  She says 

reading all these has made the Bible easier to understand and has helped her grow closer to 

God and in her faith. 
 

Arlene, you are a great example for all of us.  We hope, like you, we can learn to grow closer to 

God and to grow in our faith.      Keep singing! 

                  

         ~ Jean Myers 
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News from Camp Swatara 

 

 

Miniature Golf Tournament 

Saturday, July 2, 2022 

9:00 AM  -  11:00 AM 
 

Join us for some friendly competition and win some prizes!  

Free to play and all ages and abilities are welcome.! 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Camp Swatara Family Campground Benefit Auction 

September 3rd, 2022 
 

Camp Swatara needs your help with the Annual Family Camp Auction!  We want to 

make this auction the best yet!  We are looking for individuals, SS classes, family groups, etc., 

who would be willing to donate something.    Theme gift baskets are always a winner!     Do you 

have a talent for painting, pottery, sewing, woodworking, etc.?   Birdhouses and bird feeders 

are popular!  We need items for the Children’s Auction, too!  Do you have a service you could 

share?  Think outside the box!  Remember 100% of donations from the auction benefit Family 

Camp at Camp Swatara.  There are no administration costs, it is organized and run by volun-

teers.   We will be glad to pick up your donation, just give us a call to make arrange-

ments.   Date of the auction is Saturday, September 3, 2022 in the East Lodge at Camp Swa-

tara.   Children’s auction starts at 9:30 am with the main auction immediately following.  Any 

questions, call Sandy Hughes at 717-679-1995 or Ryan Arndt at 717-926-1939.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Family Camp Movie Night(s) 

Come join us for our monthly Movie Night in the campground!  
 

July 9, 2022 - Luca 

August 13, 2022 - Cars 

September 10, 2022 - Soul 

October 15, 2022 - Frozen 
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