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As we anticipate this coming year, we are filled with hope and 

yet at the same time concern.  There’s uncertainty around us 

concerning the next phase of the covid pandemic. But we 

have maintained our faith and we have come together to share 

life in the midst of grief and joyous times. There’s nothing 

quite like gathering as family and sharing in fellowship and to 

top it off, enjoying scrumptious foods. But those words roll 

from our tongues, until we’re together again. The time be-

tween seems forever. But we take heart and know that day 

comes again. It’s like that with our loved ones gone on before 

us. I often say until we meet, again. There’s a promise in our 

Christian faith that we will gather together as we come to pass 

or the Lord returns. Heaven is going to be an awesome place 

and let’s share the kingdom here on earth. 
 

I can’t begin to thank you enough for loving one another. This 

year before us will continue to have its struggles but we take a 

stand on the word of God and unify for the cause of Christ.  Let 

the great news be known Jesus was born to save his people 

from their sin.  

Happy and blessed new year!!! 

 

Blessings :)  

Pastor Matt Christ 
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Our Sincere Sympathy 
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As a church family, we extend our sincere 

sympathy and Christian love to the Wanner 

family on the passing of Ralph’s brother Earl 

Wanner on November 10th 
 

As a Church Family we express our sincere 

sympathy and Christian love to the family 

and friends of Sterling Meyer on the death  

of his wife, Olga on November 20th. 
 

May we, the congregation send sincere sym-

pathy and Christian love to Robert Bashore 

and the Bashore family as they mourn the 

loss of wife, mother, grandmother and  

friend to all, Sherry Bashore, on November 

26th. 

 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for Kevin 

and Louanne Boltz on the loss of Louanne’s 

mother, Marilyn Morrissey, who  

passed away on Tuesday,  

December 14th, 2021. 

Ham and Eggs 
 

A day’s work for a chicken 
A lifetime commitment for a pig. 

Biblical Resolutions 
  
 Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 

 Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 

 Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 

 Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 

 Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 

 

 Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 

 Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 

 Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 

 Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 

 Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 

 Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 

 Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

                                      The next luncheon will 

      be Tuesday, January                        

                                      11th at 11:30 a.m. at                    

                                       The  Country Fare Res- 

                                       taurant,  Myerstown,                          

                                       PA 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Jan. 1  -  New Year’s Day 

 

Jan. 4  -  Leadership Team Meeting 7:00 pm 

 

Jan. 6  -  Epiphany 

 

Jan. 16  -  Religious Freedom Day 

 

Jan. 19  -  Newsletter Deadline 

 

Jan. 21  -  Bethel  Food Pantry 2:00 pm 
 

                                             Our next Women’s 

            Fellowship Meeting 

             will be held Thurs- 

                                              day, January 6th,                     

             at 9:00 A.M.  All 

             women of our 

Church are invited to join us. 
 

We have chow-chow and cookbooks for 

sale.  See any member of our Women’s Fel-

lowship if you are interested. 

So Help Me God 
 

If I resolve, with the new year, a better child 

to be, 
 

’Twill do no good at all, I fear, but rather 

harm to me, 
 

Unless I try, with every day, no angry word to 

speak; 

 

Unless, each morn, to God I pray to keep me 

mild and meek. 
 

Then let me try with all my might, and may 

God help me too, 
 

Always to choose the way that’s right, what-

ever act I do. 
 

                   ~ H.P. Nichols  

First in Line 
 

We were rushing to our next destination 

when yet another traffic light turned red. As 

usual, I had packed too many tasks into the 

day. Now we’d be even later. While I stewed 

in frustration, my son had a completely differ-

ent reaction to being stopped. “Yes — I love 

this!” he shouted as we sat. “We’re first in 

line!” 
 

What an important lesson on perspective. I 

focused on the negative, but he saw the 

good in the situation. As Proverbs 15:13 says, 

“A joyful heart brightens one’s face, but a 

troubled heart breaks the spirit” (CEB). 
 

Now instead of pep talks about half-full or 

half-empty glasses, our family offers remind-

ers about being stopped by a light versus be-

ing first in line. The next time I’m delayed, I 

hope I can think, “Yes — I love this!” 
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Thank you to everyone who contributed 

to this month’s Newsletter. The deadline 

for the next edition is the 3rd Wednesday 

of the month. Open to all.  Feel free to 

share Little Swatara Church related 

events, thoughts, pictures of past events, 

articles summarizing past and future 

events, or anything else.  
 

2022 Mission of the Month 
 

January – We Care Packages 

February – Global Food Initiative 

March – One Great Hour of Sharing 

April – Preschool 

May – Family Assistance 

June – Work Camps or BHA 

July – Vacation Bible School 

August – COBYS 

September – Disaster Relief 

October – Food Pantry 

November – Barnabas Fund 

December – Gift Cards for Those in Need 

2022 Committee Chairs 
 

Stewardship & Property - Richard Yenser 

Christian Education  -  Dorinda Blatt 

Missions and Evangelism  -  Rebecca Rebman 

Spiritual Nurture Ministry  -  Michael Peace 

Music and Worship  -  to be determined 

Pre-School Board  -  Sara Bryant 

Organization Officers 
 

Moderator  -  John Wise 

Asst. Moderator  -  Jan.—May  -  Pam Gerberich 

            June—Dec  -  Todd Rebman 

Church Clerk  -  Dianne High 

Treasurer  -  Dianne Younker 

Financial Secretary  -  Jean Myers 

Don’t worry about the future. Worry quenches 

the work of grace within you. The future be-

longs to God. He is in charge of all things. 

Never second-guess him.                

                                              — François Fenelon  

Winter wonder 
 

If you’re tired of shoveling snow by now, 

just be glad you didn’t live in what’s now 

Keogh, Montana, in January 1887. Two 

years before that area became a U.S. 

state, personnel at an army fort saw a 

Frisbee-sized flake falling from the winter 

sky. Scientists say the flake, estimated at 

15 inches wide, likely was the result of nu-

merous smaller flakes merging before 

landing on the ground. That massive 

dose of winter still holds the title of larg-

est snowflake, according to Guinness 

World Records. 
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How well  do you know…… 

 

Lois Reinhard  

 

                        

                                                         Lois Annette Bross Reinhard was born May 1, 1942 on the family  

                                                         farm in Bethel Township, Berks County, and is the daughter of  

                                                         Samuel M. Bross and Naomi Ruth Ziegler.  Samuel was also born  

                                                        on that same farm, which he worked and owned in Bethel Town- 

                                                        ship.  Naomi was born in Montgomery County.  She was a teacher,  

                                                        having earned her  Teaching Credentials from Elizabethtown Col- 

                                                        lege. Lois was the second youngest of 12 children.   She loved  

                                                        school and would have gladly gone 7 days a week!  As a toddler,  

                                                        she would sit at the kitchen table and “do her homework” with her  

                                                        older siblings. From the time she could remember, she wanted to  

                                                        become a teacher.  She loved books and stories.   She had the gift 

                                                        of a younger sister, Carol, who was her constant companion and                    

                                                        willing student.  Whether they were in the house, in the barn, the  

                                                        creek, or the orchard, Carol would ask question after question.  Of 

course, being the older sister, Lois had all the answers.  One time, Carol asked Lois how she knew 

so much and Lois glibly told her that she was God!  She was God for only a day when Carol asked 

their mother for verification and mother made sure Lois would no longer hold that position. 
 

Lois has lots of wonderful memories of growing up on the farm with caring loving parents.  There 

were devotions every morning and discussions around the table.  The large family learned to 

work hard and work together, tending cows, chickens, a large garden, an apple orchard, cherry 

trees, grape vines, pear trees, gooseberries, currents, raspberries and wild elderberries.  Lois said 

there was always lots of work but also lots of good times and fun.  One activity that she and Carol 

had fun with was catching live mice in the chicken house to feed to the cats.  The cats were not 

allowed in the chicken house.  They put the baby mice in their pockets while the “teenage” mice 

were carried in their tucked in blouses.  The mice also helped to chase the neighbor boy and 

playmates home.  Their mother, being afraid of mice, warned them to never leave any mice in 

their jeans!  In the summer, Lois helped to paint the farm buildings, including the roof of the barn, 

to earn money toward her college education. 
 

Lois grew up in the Fredericksburg Church of the Brethren on Mt Zion Road and was baptized at 

Camp Swatara in 1954.  She participated in all the church activities including Vacation Bible 

School at the Ziegler Meeting House every summer. 
 

She graduated from Bethel High School in 1960 where she participated in Senior Chorus, Band, 

Orchestra, the Yearbook Staff, Senior Class Play, Field Hockey and District Orchestra. 
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Her brother, Carl, who was 9 years older, spent several years in Germany serving in Brethren Vol-

unteer Service.  His experience peaked her interest and she decided she could be a German 

teacher.  She read an article about the International Christian Exchange Student and in 1960-61 

Lois went to live in Germany for a year before starting her freshman year at college.  She was not 

in the area that she had heard about from Carl but was assigned to a host family in Southern Ger-

many.  There she enjoyed time with the church youth group and singing  in the choir.  The girls 

youth leader was Lore Reinhard and they periodically visited in her home.  Her brother, Gerhard, 

had a wonderful voice and was part of the choir.  Choir practice became a highlight of Lois’ week!  

Gerhard, always the life of any group, did not pay attention to “that American” until it was almost 

time for Lois to return home.  They went on a date after he asked her host father, who was the pas-

tor of the church, if he could date Lois.  Gerhard left a lasting impression on Lois in many ways,  

including her heart!  
 

Gerhard came to Pennsylvania in 1963 “to check up on Lois.”  She and her mother painted and 

wall papered a bedroom for his visit.  Gerhard, Carl, and Samuel, all speaking German, quickly be-

came friends.  The visitor became a permanent resident when he discovered he could follow his 

dream of becoming an auto mechanic.  In Germany he worked in a factory making signs.   Alt-

hough, he could speak no English when he arrived, he worked hard, kept the Sears catalogue 

close by as a dictionary and wasn’t afraid of trying anything.  
 

Meanwhile Lois graduated in 3 ½ years with a Bachelor of Science in Education from Kutztown 

State College, now Kutztown University, in January 1965.  She received her Permanent Teachers 

Certification from the Commonwealth of PA in 1968 and a Masters of Education from Kutztown 

State College in 1969.  She taught at Penn Bernville for a half year before teaching German at the 

Ephrata High School for 4 years. 
 

She and Gerhard were married May 1965.   Following a summer in Germany as a wedding gift 

from Gerhard’s family, they returned and settled in Berks County.  In 1978, as their family grew 

with the birth of 3 sons, Timothy, Jonathan and Joseph, they transferred their church membership 

to Little Swatara so the boys could attend church with school friends.  Gerhard and Lois served as 

deacons.  Lois’ favorite and best experience was teaching the Post High Sunday School group for 

several years.  She also served as assistant moderator, on Christian Education and various commit-

tees.  Gerhard was active in choir and on many service projects before his death December 6, 

2016. 
 

Through the Exchange Program, Lois and Gerhard continued to stay in touch with others of the 

group.  Because of that connection, they made trips all over the US for visits and reunions.  They  

made trips to Germany to visit friends and family and were blessed to be hosts to the Brass Choir 

from Germany for two visits and travel with them to Washington D.C., New York and several 

churches in Virginia. 
 

Besides teaching, Lois’ careers include being a rural carrier for the US Postal Service for 20 years, 

a mechanics helper, parts runner and secretary.  She is still an avid reader, enjoys word puzzles, 

travel and most of all, time spent with friends and family, especially her granddaughter, Abigail.  

Lois continues to enjoy being part of the church family “as we all fulfill the role of children of God!”  

Little Swatara is glad to have Lois worshipping with us.                                   

 ~written by  Jean Myers 
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Augustus Toplady was born in England in 1740. His father was a Royal Marine and died on duty 

soon after his son’s birth, leaving the boy to be raised by his mother. Toplady had an interest in 

religion during his younger years, and showed this in spiritual journals and moralistic behavior. 

However, it wasn’t until his fifteenth year, while attending a Methodist revival in an Irish barn, that 

he felt “brought nigh to God.” It was at this point that he determined to go into ministry. 
 

Toplady died in 1778 (aged 38) from tuberculosis. He never married, his life and ministry were 

short, and he certainly had his share of flaws. But God was pleased to use him to write a hymn that 

would so powerfully communicate the gospel and encourage the saints that his name and story 

have been preserved to this day. 
 

The Hymn 
 

Toplady wrote a number of hymns in his life, but “Rock of Ages” is by far his most famous. When 

Benson wrote about it in 1923, he claimed it “is today in more church hymnals than is any other 

English hymn.” Not only is it well know among churchgoers, but it is also recognizable in popular 

culture. A 2006 Broadway musical about rock ‘n roll (and a corresponding Hollywood film in 

2012) adopted the name “Rock of Ages.” 
 

As for the hymn, the first stanza appeared in public in 1775 in a periodical called The Gospel Mag-

azine (a periodical which, incredibly, is still in print!). The full version of the hymn was printed the 

following year in Toplady’s book Psalms and Hymns for Public and Private Worship. 
 

There is a common story of the hymn being inspired by (and even written from within) a rock cleft 

that Toplady once took refuge in during a storm. The particular rock is in Burrington Combe 

gorge in North Somerset, England, and it has a plaque on it with this claim to fame.  
 

For generations this song has remained a solid testimony to the powerful sacrifice of our Savior 

and a great encouragement to saints around the world. May God continue its influence, and grant 

us many more songs with such enduring legacies. 

 

Sourced from  https://www.challies.com/articles/hymn-stories-rock-of-ages/ 

THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG……….. 
 

“Rock of Ages” 

http://www.gospelmagazine.org.uk/
https://archive.org/details/psalmsandhymnsf00toplgoog
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