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Ok, but? 
 

We hear it all the time. Jesus loves you. God is with you. Don’t 

worry. Just trust his plans. Well that’s great, but there’s mo-

ments so raw and so intense, we somehow forget these things. 

It’s as if the circumstances have overtaken our basic knowledge 

of God.  I’ll admit that happened to me recently. We travel our 

journeys through life and there’s the hills and the valleys. But 

this was an event that took me way past any valley. It wasn’t ex-

pected. It seemed that all was well. But I’m guilty of forgetting 

the deep love God has for us. I was consumed by what hap-

pened that it blocked my view of God.  

Have you ever had that occur? Your life is going as anticipated 

and you’re handling the ebbs and flows and then out of no-

where, that gut wrenching thing just takes over. Maybe an ill-

ness or loss of loved one unexpectedly. But it hits you hard. I’ll 

confess I got angry and frustrated and I somewhat just ignored 

what God had always said. But I couldn’t stay in that place long. 

God turned my eyes toward heaven and revealed his loving 

kindness. I can’t imagine now being that same person. I kind of 

feel foolish but looking back it reminded me the finality of the 

cross. Jesus Christ truly is my living hope. He offers salvation for 

every person willing to choose him. So no matter what you’re 

facing right now, just remember God has the final victory. 

There is nothing that can separate us from us his love. Much 

love to you. 

 

Blessings :)  

Pastor Matt Christ 
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Our Sincere Sympathy 
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Suzanne Miller   2 

Gail L. Malsbury   3 

Joan E. Sweigart   4 

Sandra Keeney   5 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Feb. 1  -  7:00 PM Leadership Team Meeting 
 

Feb. 2  -  Ground Hog’s Day 

 
Feb. 5  -  Deacons’ Retreat @ Camp Swatara 

 

Feb. 12 -  Pre-school Art Show 

 
Feb. 14 -  7:00 PM Every Member Council 
      Meeting 
 
Feb. 16 -  Newsletter Deadline   
 
Feb. 18 -  3:00 PM Bethel Food Pantry 
 
Feb. 22 -  Ministry Team Minutes due 
 

Sandra Dreibelbis     18 

Mark C. Forry     18 

Jennifer Speraw     19 

Kevin Stupp      19 

Sharon L. Wise     20 

Derek Yenser     20 

Jonathon Yenser     20 

Jeffrey Donkel     21 

Nancy Miller       22 

Wendy Ziegler     22 

Leshane Christ     23 

Violet Frantz      26 

Todd B. Bashore     25 

Rufus R. Merkey, Jr.     28 

Doris Hershey     28 

 

As a church family, we extend our sincere 

sympathy and Christian love to Debra Yordy 

and the Fidler family on the passing of Harry 

Fidler, on Friday, December 10th 
 

As a church family, we extend our sincere 

sympathy and Christian love to Shirley 

Blauch and the family and friends of Jason 

Carl Blauch.  Jason passed away on Satur-

day, January 8th, 2022. 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for       

Suzanne Miller & Jennifer Mirth and their 

families on the passing of their mother,  

Nancy Younker Torres, who passed away on 

Thurs., Jan 13th. 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers  
for the Myers’ family on the 
loss of Jean’s sister, Dolores  
Gambrell, who passed away on  
Thursday, January 13th, 2022 
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

                                    The next luncheon will                  

                                    be Tuesday, February                  

                                    8th at 11:30 a.m. at  The                 

                                    Country Fare Restaurant,   

                                    Myerstown, PA 

Jesus said ….. 

      “Feed them.” 

 

What a great com-

mand from our Lord 

and Savior.  For those 

of us who use food as their love language 

it’s an easy one. We have done three Feed 

them events over the past months with 

each one feeding more families. As we 

started with hot dogs, meatballs and then 

vegetable soup and cornbread the families 

are just grateful beyond words.  Thanks 

from them is overwhelming and humbling.  

The first two months we fed around 220, 

having planned for 240. So, for November 

we planned the same for soup to feed 240. 

But God had other plans.  We reached out 

to the council of churches,  our fellow be-

lievers, and our home church and the soup 

came through in abundance! I was plan-

ning for 60 quarts of soup minimum and 

we had 124! I kept saying Lord what will 

we do with all this soup? Ha, ha, ha, oh ye 

of little faith. I your Father already know 

how much you will need.  Cornbread was 

also in abundance with 314 pieces cut and 

wrapped.  

But the need was great.  We handed out 

ALL of the cornbread running short for the 

last few families and gave all but 12 quarts 

of soup away. GOD Is Good, Amen.  

We appreciate all help and food dona-

tions.  We look forward to seeing what 

God has planned for the future events.  

If you would like to volunteer, bake, cook 

or serve please reach out to us.  

                                                 Continued>>> 

We are both on Facebook and our phone 

numbers are in the directory.  

Nanalucky1@gmail.com 

Craigluckenbill@yahoo.com 

 

Blessings to you all,  

Jenny and Craig Luckenbill  

Our next Women’s Fellowship Meetings will 

be held on Thursday, Feb. 3 and March 3, 

2022 starting at 9:00 A.M.  All women of our 

Church are invited to join us for any and all of 

our Meetings. 
 

A Breakfast Buffet is on the Church Calendar 

for Saturday, March 12 from 7:00 – 10:00 

A.M.  Our snow date is Saturday, March 

19.  Please note that the dates were recently 

changed.  Also, this is dependent on the 

Covid situation.  We have to be able to 

gather safely, so check the Church Bulle-

tins or ask a member of Women’s Fellow-

ship closer to the date to make sure that 

this event will actually take place.    
 

There is still chow-chow in quarts and pints, 

and cookbooks for sale. 

mailto:Nanalucky1@gmail.com
mailto:Craigluckenbill@yahoo.com
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

this month’s Newsletter. The deadline for 

the next edition is the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month. Open to all.  Feel free to share 

Little Swatara Church related events, 

thoughts, pictures of past events, articles 

summarizing past and future events, or any-

thing else.  

Council Meeting February 14th 
 

Our first quarter Every Member Council 

Meeting will be February 14th at 7:30 in the 

main sanctuary.  Because of requests from 

the last meeting, we will again be live 

streaming council so that those who do not 

wish to drive may still attend.  A Zoom link 

will be sent out via email the week before 

the meeting, or you can contact the church 

office.  Look for an agenda early in Febru-

ary. 

Atlantic Northeast District  

Women’s Spring Fellowship 2022 

Connecting Through Our Stories  
 

Hello to the Ladies of the ANE District! 

SAVE the DATE for the Women’s Spring 

Fellowship to be held on Saturday, March 

19, 2022. Our event this year will be held at 

the Ephrata Church of the Brethren, 201 

Crescent Avenue, Ephrata, PA. Everyone 

has a story to share and enjoys listening to a 

story. The Bible is a story for us to read con-

tinually and to learn from. We will gather at 

Spring Fellowship to hear different stories 

and to learn from each other. More infor-

mation will be forthcoming regarding our 

time, cost and registration.  

 

 -The ANE District Women’s Cabinet  

 

 The Leadership Team    

 would like to thank you   

 for being diligent in self  

 monitoring your Covid 

status. With rising positive counts in Berks 

and Lebanon Counties, however, we would 

like to remind you that while not required, 

masking is encouraged indoors.  If you have 

any cold like symptoms or covid exposure, 

we ask you to be a loving neighbor, and 

join us via Live Stream until your symptoms 

clear. 

 

The Leadership Team would like to 

thank the congregation for taking the time to 

respond to the Pastoral Survey in November 

-- 58 surveys were returned -- 41 on paper 

and 17 online.  The information that was pro-

vided by you has been reviewed and shared 

to enhance the ministry of Pastor Matt and to 

assist our congregation in moving forward. It 

is important that each of us continue to com-

municate with one another about individual 

needs that you and your family have.  Keep 

in mind our mission statement -  Little Swa-

tara Church of the Brethren:  transformed by 

Christ to love and serve together.   Let us 

continue to love and serve together.  

 

The Gathering Place is in need of vol-

unteers.  Contact Mike Peace if you can 

help with this important ministry of Little 

Swatara to the community of Bethel. 
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December’s Mission of the Month 
 

Romans 12:7-8  “if it is serving, then serve; if 

it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encour-

age, then give encouragement; if it is giv-

ing, then give generously; if it is to lead, do 

it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully.” 
 

The congregation at Little Swatara has been 

called to assist with several chartable efforts 

in the community this year.  One of those 

efforts was collecting gift cards for area po-

lice to give out to families in need.  Often 

officers encounter troubled persons looking 

for food, or gas.  Area police approached 

the Tulpehocken Clergy Connection asking 

for support with this ministry, which became 

our “Mission of the Month” for December.  

Members at Little Swatara donated more 

than $1,300. which was converted to gift 

cards from stores such as Dollar General, 

Boyers, Redners, Sheetz and more.  These 

cards have been delivered to area police 

departments to help those in need. 

 

February’s Mission of the Month  - 

Global Food Initiative 
 

The Global Food Initiative is the primary way 

the Church of the Brethren assists hungry 

people in developing food security.  Since  

>>>>>> 

1983, GFI has raised more than $8 Million 

for community development projects in 

countries around the globe.  Grants for 

2021 included repairs to the Trauma Heal-

ing and Reconciliation Services training 

center in Gitega, Burundi after a storm 

damaged the roof, animals purchased for 

the Church of the Brethren in Rwanda, as-

sistance to Leglise des Freres d’Haiti 

(Church of the Brethren in Haiti) to help es-

tablish an agriculture supply store, and set-

up a tree nursery, funds for an urban poul-

try and vegetable garden project in Hondu-

ras, and many others.  A grant was even 

sent to New Orleans to help with a project 

after Hurricane Ida. 

 

Spiritual Renewal Services  
March 20th - 23rd, 2022  

 

Meet our Speaker: 
Nathan Myer 

 
Nathan Myer serves 

as one of six active 

ministers on the min-

istry team of Chiques 

Church.  He is self-

employed as a farmer 

raising chickens, 

hogs, dairy heifers and crops.  Nate and his 

wife Veronica, live near Lititz and have 5 

children.  Two children are married with 

one grandchild and another grandchild 

due in Feb.  He enjoys serving the Lord 

through preaching and teaching and looks 

forward to what God will do through the 

Holy Spirit during our time together! 

 

 “Jesus did not come to make God’s love   

 possible, but to make God’s love visible.” 

—Author unknown  
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 2nd Sunday for February 
 

With the Superbowl being on February 13th, we 

have decided to move our “Second Sunday” pro-

gram to 7:00 pm, Saturday evening, February 12th.   

We have asked Harrisburg based singer, songwriter 

and worship leader Julie Nevel to join us for a Valen-

tines Day program.  Julie has been presenting pro-

grams in churches, festivals, conventions and even 

prisons for more than 20 years.  Her powerful music 

includes storytelling, and original songs.  Her 

presentation weaves Scripture, stories of live experi-

ences and songs together to bring an uplifting and 

encouraging message.    

   

   

    

 
 
Piercing Word Ministries will be returning to Little Swatara for our “Second Sunday” service 

March 13th.  You may remember this group of young performers from 2019 when the joined us 

with “The Advent of Christmas.” 
 

Piercing Word is a group of theatre professionals who seek to engage people with the Word of 

God by performing scripture in dramatic and musical presentations.  They generally work word

-for-word from the WSV bible.  Based in Lancaster PA, Piercing Word is a non-profit theatre 

ministry. 
 

They will be presenting “Passion: The Musical” to kick off our Easter season.   Experience the 

Last Supper, Trial, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ through Piercing Word’s musi-

cal presentation of the Easter story. Utilizing a modern-day, urban concept, this performance 

includes passages from all four Gospels and original music with Scripture lyrics!  7:00pm, 

March 13th! 

Passion:  The Musical 
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News from Camp Swatara 

Family Camp Opening Work Weekend 
F RID AY,  A PRI L  1 ,  2 02 2 ,   3 :00 PM  TO  SUND AY,  A PRIL  3 ,  2 022 ,   3 : 00 PM  
CAM P SWA TA RA,  2905  C AMP SWAT ARA ROAD,  BE TH EL,  PA 19507U SA   
 
Join us to open the Campground for the season!  We will be doing yard work and cleaning to 
prepare the grounds for the summer.  All ages are welcome to join.  Volunteers are welcome 
to camp for FREE for the weekend.  We provide donuts and lunch. Hope to see you there! 

Call (717)933-5244 or Email familycamp@campswatara.org to make your reservation 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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How well  do you know…… 

 

Richard and Beatrice Frantz 
 

Richard Earl Frantz was born March 9, 1942 in 

Washington, DC. to Erwin and Naomi Frantz.  He 

was raised on a small dairy farm.  As a boy, Richard 

attended church, family reunions and the Schubert 

Sunday School picnic.  At school he played the bari-

tone in the band and orchestra. He also sang in the 

chorus, 8th through 12th grade and participated in 

all the school plays.  After 10th grade, at an FFA 

week at Penn State, he was selected from the Penn-

sylvania FFA Chorus to represent Pennsylvania in 

Kansas City, Missouri in the National FFA Chorus. 

When selected again, Richard declined the honor so another student would be able to enjoy 

the experience. He graduated from the Bethel High School in 1960, Elizabethtown College 

with a BA in Bible and Philosophy and a major in English in 1964, and Kutztown University with 

a Master of Arts in English in 1997. 

Beatrice (Ulrich) Frantz was born in Stouchburg, PA on July 15, 1943 to Jacob and Edith Ulrich.  

The family lived in Robesonia, where they raised chickens, before moving to Denver, PA when 

Beatrice was in 6th grade.  There they raised both chickens and beef. In March, 1957 the family 

moved to Bethel on a large dairy farm.  Beatrice was the oldest of 8 children, giving her a lot of 

responsibility on the farm and with younger siblings.  She graduated from Bethel High School 

in 1961. 

Richard and Beatrice met on the school bus the second day after Beatrice moved to Bethel. 

The teenage courtship led them to be married on June 24, 1961 in Altalaha Lutheran Church 

in Rehrersburg, PA.  This past year, they celebrated 60 years of marriage. They have 5 sons, 

Richard, Jr., Kevin, Michael, Steven and Timothy; 8 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren.  

When the boys were young, they bought a pop up camper and vacationed at the Indian River 

National Seashore for a week each summer.  Not surprising, they spent 17 years in Cub Scout-

ing as Cub Master and Den Mother, and another 10 years reorganizing the Tulpehocken 

Sports Booster Club. 

Along with being a wife and mother, Beatrice worked at Laysers Flowers as a floral propaga-

tionist for 32 years. Richard taught English for 37 years at Tulpehocken Area School, taught 12 

years in the Humanities Department at Reading Area Community College, 2 years at Lebanon 

County Vo-Tech and spent 1 year as department manager at Weis Markets.  

From 1985 through 2000, Beatrice and Richard led student trips to Western Europe and one 

to Hawaii.  Richard was instrumental in starting musicals at Tulpehocken and directed them for 

the first 7 years.  When he taught Jr. High he always had an after school drama club, with one 

major evening show each year. 
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Among Richard’s many accomplishments and hobbies he has:  co-authored The History of the 

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren 1757-2007; authored the 600 page genealogy The Henry 

Frantz Family of Berks County, PA; the national Chaplain of the Hart-Parr Oliver Collectors Asso-

ciation, writing the Chat with the Chaplain for each issue of the national magazine; he is secre-

tary and newsletter editor of the Keystone Oliver Collectors Association of Pennsylvania and 

develops annual calendars for the local tractor collectors club and for the state Oliver club.  He 

has finished a manuscript of short stories entitled Amish Kids Have Fun? but has not yet pur-

sued publishing. 

“Behind every successful man is a good wife!”  Beatrice serves as membership chair of the Key-

stone Oliver collectors and belongs to Farm Women of Berks #2.  She loves to work in the gar-

den and her many flower beds but still finds time to enjoy reading.  After raising 5 sons, she 

loves spending time with family, especially with grandchildren and great grandchildren.  She 

fondly remembers vacations to Hilton Head and Myrtle Beach with Steve’s family and various 

grandchildren. 

Before coming to Little Swatara, they attended Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren.   At Little 

Swatara, Richard continues his love of music through the senior choir and the Faithful Men 

quartet.  Deacons since 1966, both have taught Sunday School, Richard with Adult, Junior & 

Senior High while Beatrice with 2, 3, and 4 year olds.  Richard has served as Moderator, Dea-

con Chair and Christian Ed secretary as well as a member of the Historical Committee.  Beatrice 

is active with Women’s Fellowship, having served as President, Vice President and currently 

secretary.  She serves on the Helping Hands and Sale committee.  Always faithful in organizing, 

preparing, and serving funeral luncheons, she can often be found working in the church kitch-

en. 

Beatrice and Richard have many stories of being youth advisors. “Once we took the youth up-

state to a girl’s grandfather’s cabin.  They assigned Bea and me to the one upstairs bedroom.  

We hit the sack early and slept soundly.  The next morning all the kids waited to see if we were 

mad.  They were prepared to apologize for setting off an M80 (firework) that resounded up 

and down the valley.  We all laughed when they admitted it, and we had been so tuckered out 

we were not awakened by it.”  They also took church youth to Tuckahoe Acres campground in 

Delaware.  “When we arrived, all the kids, about 30, piled out of the cars and began setting up 

that big old army tent for the weekend.  People at other campsites watched our activity.  Sun-

day afternoon when we took the tent back down and loaded all our supplies, some of those 

other campers came to Harold and Jean Wise and Bea and me to say how impressed they 

were with our youth.  They admitted that they had expected a wild, noisy weekend.  Instead 

they congratulated us on our youth.” 

Richard said, “Early in our marriage we decided to follow Christ’s example to be of help to 

those around us.  We think all the things we’ve done fit this goal.”  Richard had felt the call to 

full time Brethren Ministries at a young age but we agree, that Richard and Beatrice have suc-

ceeded in their goal to follow Christ’s example and Little Swatara has been blessed to have 

them for the past 58 years.  We look forward to many more years of their example and leader-

ship.                                                       

           –Jean Myers 
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