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Head Over Heels 
 

As we head into the month in which we celebrate love, let's find 

ourselves head over heels for our Savior.  His love he's lavished 

upon us should motivate us and surround us with an awe. 

There's so much to love in this world including foods such as 

steak and shrimp. There's cars to love like Camaros and Mus-

tangs. There's homes to love with fireplaces and exotic kitchens. 

But nothing is more worthy of our love than our Lord. Let's show 

this love to others and let's be love in a world that feels alone. 

Love has no boundaries when it comes to serving like Jesus. No 

greater love has been given than that which Jesus gave by his 

own life. Share this love to every corner of your life. Cherish eve-

ry moment to speak love. Live love out loud so everyone can 

hear.  The gift given to us is worth every effort. Love your spous-

es and children with an extravagant love. Pour love like fresh 

water the nourishes the earth. It's the least we can do for all 

we've been blessed with. 

 

Blessings :-) 

Pastor Matt Christ 
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2  Groundhog Day 
 
4  Deacons Retreat / Camp Swatara 
 
7  7:00 PM Leadership Team Mtg. 
 
13  7:30 PM Every Member Council  
 meeting 
 
14  Valentine’s Day 
 
15  Newsletter Deadline 
 
18  10:00 AM Preschool Art Show 
 
19  12:00 PM Church Potluck Meal 
 
21  Shrove Tuesday 
 
22  Ash Wednesday  

 
26  First Sunday of Lent 
 
28 Ministry Team minutes due 

Sandra Dreibelbis   18 

Mark C. Forry  18 

Jennifer Speraw  19 

Kevin Stupp    19 

Sharon L. Wise  20 

Derek Yenser  20 

Jonathon Yenser  20 

Jeffrey Donkel  21 

Nancy Miller    22 

Wendy Ziegler  22 

Violet Frantz   25 

Todd B. Bashore  25 

Rufus R. Merkey, Jr.  28 

Doris Hershey  28 

Robert Lingle       1 

Rick Brandt        1 

Suzanne Miller       2 

Gail L. Malsbury       3 

Joan E. Sweigart       4 

Sandra Keeney       5 

Randall Keeney       6 

Ashley Jones        7 

Matthew A. Manbeck    7

David R. Hoke     8 

Matthew S. Bohn  9 

Rebecca L. Emerich  9 

Tucker J. Howell   12 

Kenneth Duell  13 

Lois Frantz   13 

Trevor M. Fessler   14 

Cheryl Gates    15 

Jodylynn C. Mill  15 

David T. Martin  15 

Ian J. Hetrick   16 

Travis A. Gensemer   16 

Keith Brandt    17 

Gary Bashore  18 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

this month’s Newsletter. The deadline for the 

next edition is the 3rd Wednesday of the 

month. Open to all.  Feel free to share Little 

Swatara Church related events, thoughts, 

pictures of past events, articles summarizing 

past and future events, or anything else.  

Email:secretary@littleswatara.org 

We need your help. If you know the current 
address of the following church members 
please let the church secretary know so 
their contact information can be updated in 
the Directory.  Thank you! 
 

Clayton Bashore 

Howard Bond  

Daniel Demille 

Alex Donkel 

Andrew Donkel 

Robert Donkel 

Terry Donkel 

Terri Holden 

Tucker Howell 

Rodney Jones 

David Leis 

Ashley Smith 

Connie Steinrock 

Arlene Sweitzer 

Kathryn Swift 

Kaitlyn Walker 
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

                                     

              The next luncheon will 

   be Tuesday, Feb. 14th 

                                    at 11:30 a.m. at  The                 

                                    Country Fare Restaurant,   

                                            Myerstown, PA 

News from  
The Gathering Place Café 

 
Ever wonder how our Outreach program at 
the Gathering Place Café is doing? 
 

Patty Timmins tells this story of an incident 
that occurred recently at the Gathering 
Place Café…. 
 

“Money was given to me to give to the 
church by a man who was working in the ar-
ea.  He visited the café everyday for break-
fast while he was working here.   
 

He said to give the money to our church, 
because he enjoyed coming to the cafe.  He 
was going to be working somewhere else 
for a while and he hoped he’d be working in 
the area again in the future. 
 

He was appreciative for the outreach from 
our church.” 

       The Gathering Place  
is in need of volunteers. Contact 

Patty Timmins if you can help  

with this important ministry of  

Little Swatara to the community   

of Bethel. 

Answer: D (See 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, NIV.)  

Little Swatara Preschool will begin accepting 
enrollment applications for the 2023-24 
school year on March 1, 2023.  If you would 
like more information, please visit our web-
site at: 

LittleSwatara.org 
 

     Or contact Sara Bryand, Director at: 
 

 sara.bryant@littleswatara.org 

 
            We look forward to hearing  
                              from you! 
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Bible Quiz 

Fill in the blanks for three qualities Paul, in 1 

Corinthians 13, attributes to love: “Love is 

________; love is _______. … it keeps no rec-

ord of ________.” 

 

A. challenging, important, the past 

B. childlike, innocent, injustice 

C. self-sacrificing, generous, finances 

D. patient, kind, wrongs  

 

Answer on page #3 

   Little Swatara is in need of His-

  torical Committee members!  If 

  you love Little Swatara and enjoy 

  history, this group is for you!  

  Responsibilities include collect-

ing and archiving items and information of 

historical interest related to the church.  

Please contact Sarah Kolbe, Pat Stupp, Sue 

Hartranft, Abby Christ or Sara Bryant if you 

have any questions or an interest in serving 

the church in this way. 

   Little Swatara is in need  

   of Junior/Senior High  

   youth advisors. While  

   our numbers are small,  

     each youth is an important 

part of the church family. Christian Ed. is look-

ing for 2 couples to gather the youth and see 

what activities interest them. We would like 

the youth to meet once a month for an activity 

at the church, a movie and/or game night or 

bowling. The activities will be opportunities 

for the youth to bring friends. The youth will 

also need encouragement to participate in 

National Junior and Senior High Sundays. 

Eventually they will need to help with fundrais-

ing for attendance at the denominational 

youth conferences. We understand this may 

be a big commitment. If you are unable to 

commit to a term as a youth advisor, please 

consider being the host for a month. We 

would love to have you provide a devotion for 

the group; Christian Ed will help with some of 

the other planning. We would like to connect 

the youth with others in the congregation; 

these relationships are essential! Please con-

tact Sarah Kolbe, Pat Stupp, Sue Hartranft, Ab-

by Christ or Sara Bryant if you are willing to 

serve the youth and the church as an advisor 

or monthly host. Thank you for your prayers 

and consideration!  Our upcoming meeting 

dates are Febuary 19, April 16, May 21, June 

18, July 16, August 20, September 17, Octo-

ber 15, November 19 and December 17. 

Don’t miss out! Write it down! 

Renewal Services are in March 

Put it on your calendar!  
 

We start off Sunday, March 19th thru 

Wednesday, March 22nd. This year our 

speaker is Galen Hackman. 
 

More information to come 

           

Do you love children? Do you 

Love Jesus?  

        Want to share your love? 
 

Preschool is a perfect place to 

share your love by volunteering to 

help in the preschool classrooms. Please con-

tact Sara Bryant at: Phone 717-304-3492   or   

sara.bryant@littleswatara.org 
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Atlantic Northeast District  

Women’s Spring Fellowship 2023 
 

Hello to the Ladies of the ANE District! 

SAVE THE DATE for the Women’s Spring 

Fellowship to be held on Saturday, March 

18th, 2023. This year’s speaker will be  

Angela Finet, pastor at Mounville CoB.  

Please check the ANE website for more in-

formation and registration early February..  
 

* * * * * * *  

Angela Finet, Pastor 

Angela grew up in Central Illinois. A child of 

two teachers, she has an insatiable thirst for 

learning, earning a Bachelor’s degree in 

marketing from Columbia College, Chica-

go,  an MBA from Temple University, and a 

Master’s of Divinity from Bethany Theologi-

cal Seminary.  She is the proud parent of 

two young adult sons, Lucas and Eric. 
 

Angela currently serves the denomination 

on the Pastoral Compensation and Benefits 

Advisory Committee, representing cler-

gy.  Prior to her call to Mountville, she pas-

tored a Church of the Brethren congrega-

tion in the Mid-Atlantic district.  Her district 

leadership included service on the Calling 

and Credentialing Ministry Team, and as a 

Committee Chairperson on the Susquehan-

na Valley Ministry Center board. 
 

In 2018, Angela was a preacher at Annual 

Conference and she is also the author of 

the 2021 COB Advent Devotional Book-

let.  Angela has a passion for peacemaking, 

having launched the Living Peace Church 

program through On Earth Peace, where 

she served as an intern during her seminary 

training.  She has also led numerous Mat-

thew 18 workshops.  In her spare time, An-

gela enjoys digging in the dirt, bookbind-

ing and card-making, and playing the flute. 
 

 -The ANE District Women’s Cabinet  

February’s Mission of the Month  - 

Global Food Initiative 
 

Global Food Initiative is the primary way that 

the Church of the Brethren assists hungry 

people in developing food security. “Your 

support of the Global Food Initiative upholds 

the biblical command to lift the burden of 

the oppressed. Moreover it honors God, for 

as state in Proverbs 14:32, ‘Kindness shown 

to the poor is an act of worship’.” 

 

“Angel Tree” Project 
 

This past November, the  congregation here 

at Little Swatara responded generously to-

wards the support of the “Angel Tree” pro-

ject by contributing $1,515.00.  Christ mas 

Presents were purchased for nine children in 

the community. The amount of $687.02 not 

used towards the project was added to the 

“Love Offering” held in December for an ar-

ea family faced with a sudden and extreme 

financial need. 

The next Women’s Fellowship Meeting will 

be on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023 at 9:00 AM. 

Please join us for any or all of our Meetings.   
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Please help us make the 2023 Vacation Bible School a fun  

experience for the local children. The committee is in need of 

help. There are several opportunities in which to help. Please 

let the church secretary know if you can help and someone on 

the committee will contact you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I just completed my first full week as Director at Little Swatara Preschool.  Being there makes 

me feel like I’ve come home again.  There is just something about this place that is so beauti-

ful and it fills my heart and soul with peace and joy.  There were so many precious moments 

over the last few days that made my heart so happy!  A hug around the legs, sitting on the 

floor squished by little people wanting to have a book read to them (and another one…and 

one more…), singing and wiggling and silliness. 

Picture my 44 year old body sitting in a little chair at a preschool lunch table with some 4 year 

old friends, offering me goodies from their lunch boxes because they just want to share some-

thing special…that’s my happy place!  The sweet innocence that fills up the classrooms and 

the giggles that bubble over from the simplest things make me smile. 

There is so much joy here and I just know the Holy Spirit is so present in this busy, little, holy 

corner of our great big world.  God’s fingerprints are all over this program and I just have 

complete peace knowing that this is exactly where I’m supposed to be.  I am so blessed. 
 

In His Love, 
 

Sara Bryant 

A daily prayer 
 

Since God will be my end 
Let him be my beginning, 
So that I may now fully live 
Instead of falling, straying, sinning. 

—Angelus Silesius 

“Great opportunities to help others seldom 

come, but small ones surround us every day.” 

    —Sally Koch 
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February Every Member Council 
 

Our quarterly Every Member Council Meeting is coming up on February 13th at 7:00PM.  The 
meeting will be held in the sanctuary, and you may also attend virtually via the “Zoom” plat-
form.  This is YOUR chance to have input in how our congregation operates and plans for the 
future.  Council meetings are where decisions about changes to our building, about our fi-
nances and where you can hear about comings and goings in the church body.  It is important 
for us to hear YOUR voice.  We will also be sharing annual reports from every ministry team. 
 
If you would like to join us by phone: 
 
Please dial one of the following numbers -   
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Meeting ID: 815 3646 9259 
Passcode: 080157  
 
Once you are connected, you will need to dial the Meeting ID number, and the Passcode 
number to join our meeting.    Once you are connected dialing *6 mutes or unmutes your 
phone, and *9 “raises your hand” so the zoom manager knows you would like to say some-
thing (since you cannot be seen.) 
 
A new Zoom Link will  be sent out the week before the Council Meeting to the General An-
nouncements email or is available from the church office. 
 
The agenda for this quarter’s council meeting is  
Agenda: 
Devotions 
Reading of minutes from November 2022 
Reports:  
Annual Reports 
Auditors Report 
Pastoral Report 
Financial 4th quarter & End of Year 2022 reports 
Gathering Place 
Gymnasium 
Other 
 
New Business: 
Other 
 
Ministry Team Updates 
 

Next Council meeting — May 8, 2023 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
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How Well do you Know….. 
 

Brenda and Joseph Brubaker 
 

Brenda was born July 5, 1957 to Leroy and Kathryn 

Hartranft.  Their 5th child with 5 more to follow. (6 

daughters and 4 sons).  She remembers her early 

days of life as growing up on the farm, however, she 

has memories of moving 7 times during her child-

hood.  With 10 children, their back yard became the 

playground when they settled in Bethel.  There were 

always children to play bag tag, kick the can and hide 

and go seek, with the barn being one of the best 

places to hide.  They would be so busy enjoying 

themselves that their after-school chores were often 

completed late, not making their parents very happy. 

Who would have thought games like these would 

have kept the neighborhood children and the Har-

tranft children together and out of trouble.  Gardening was a time when the children all worked 

together, pulling weeds or harvesting.  The neighborhood children even helped to pick up the 

potatoes after the rows were dug.  To this day, Brenda uses her grandmother’s recipe to make 

homemade ketchup, giving a jar to some of the children her mother babysat.  While her dad 

went into business for himself as a contractor, Brenda’s mother was kept busy at home, caring 

for 10 children, cooking, sewing and baking.  Mealtime was important to her parents as they all 

gathered around the kitchen table at the end of the workday with stories to tell about what hap-

pened throughout the day.   
 

Their holidays were always exciting.  At Easter her parents would always fix a basket (though it 

was a shoe box instead of a basket) filled with painted eggs and candy.  At Christmas each 

child was appreciative and happy to have received one gift.  Their parents would always buy a 

5 lb box of Linette chocolate candy and 1 lb. of hard candy.   That box of chocolates was only 

put out when the whole family was together for supper and it was shared that way until the box 

was empty.  Brenda says she often wonders how her “parents could have made all of that hap-

pen for the 10 of them.”  Although the family didn’t always go to church, she remembers going 

to Bible School when she was 4 years old and still has her papers from that experience.  About 

the age of 6, the family started to attend church.  Her mother’s cousin, who was a neighbor, in-

vited them to go along to a Brethren church.  That was the start of the family’s Christian journey.  

Sometimes after supper, they would gather in the living room and read from the Bible.  Brenda 

is very grateful to have been raised in a loving and caring Christian home.  
 

On September 29, 1954, Joe was born into the farm family of Joseph and Nora Brubaker.  He                       
                                                                                                                                          Continued>>>>>>> 
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had 1 older sister by 17 years as well as 2 foster sisters, and 4 foster brothers. With the 17-year 

age difference between Joe and his sister, he became close to his foster brothers. The farm 

produced tomatoes, watermelons and cantaloupes to sell, along with tobacco.  Joe hated strip-

ping tobacco, but his dad let them wash potatoes to put on the stove that was used for heat 

while stripping.  When it was time for lunch, the hot potatoes, loaded with lots of melting but-

ter, were a real treat.  Joe and his brother enjoyed sledding.  Sitting on a flipped over car hood, 

they would fly downhill.  He says, “not a smart idea, when I look back now.”   One summer right 

after school they left on a vacation with his aunt and uncle who wanted to see a lot of different 

states.  Being Piker Mennonites, who only drove a horse and buggy, they asked Joe’s dad if 

they paid his way, would he drive them.  Joe and his foster brother, John, (who he considered 

his real brother) went along.  They camped every night, except, when a lot of rain was forecast.  

Joe said, “Boy, did we learn to set up a tent fast.”   Traveling as far west as Washington, through 

Canada and north to Alaska, they returned just in time to go back to school. 
 

In June, 1985, Brenda and her sister bought and opened a restaurant together, Blue Mountain 

Country Kitchen at Midway.   After working a few jobs here and there, Joe began work at Con-

crete Safety Systems at Bethel.   As a dispatcher, working the night shift, he started to go to the 

restaurant in the morning for breakfast (or was it to see Brenda).   She invited him to her family 

‘s roller skating party and says, “I don’t have to tell you the rest of the story.”  After working at 

Concrete Safety for 42 years, Joe attempted to retire 2 years ago. The key word is attempted, 

he is still working full time. 
 

The Brubakers have been blessed with 2 sons and 4 grandchildren; Andrew and his wife 

Chelsa have 3 children, Chloe 6, Trevor 3 and Alivia 9 months.  Chris and his wife Sarah have 1 

year old Carter.  After their sons were in school, Joe and Brenda bought a luncheonette at the 

Leesport Farmers Market.  Brenda would run it during the day and Joe would join her around 

3:00 until closing.  The customers loved his cheese steaks and Brenda’s pies for 5 years.  After 

that, they helped an auctioneer at New Ringgold, cleaning out houses, getting the items set up 

for the sale and helping the day of the auction.   

In 2000 Joe and Brenda wanted a church where their sons could learn about Christ and feel 

like they belonged.  The Lord led them to Little Swatara where Chris and Andrew felt right at 

home with the youth group.  Joe and Brenda also became involved as youth advisors, attend-

ing National Youth Conference which they say was a memorable experience, something nei-

ther had experienced as youth.  Brenda says “Now we have the opportunity of seeing these 

youth grow and becoming parents themselves.  There is nothing better than having a church 

family.  Now it is time for us to enjoy the grandchildren and help with them.  Taking them fish-

ing, going to Knobles, Hershey Park and sometimes going to a cabin for the weekend. 

”The parable in Matthew 25:14-30 implies we are to use whatever talents we’ve been given. We 

are glad you have used your talents to serve at Little Swatara and have enjoyed watching your 

family grow, enjoying your grandchildren and appreciate all you have done and still do at Little 

Swatara.  

        ~ Jean Myers 
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