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Matthew S. Christ, Pastor 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

 

Unto Us 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.” – Isaiah 9:6  
 

As we travel into the Christmas season, there awaits a 
newborn baby in a manger. This isn’t just any newborn. 
He shall be called names that reflect his divine nature. 
That name will be wonderful. It will be great and joyous. 
He’ll be called counselor revealing to us that he will 
guide and lead us in all aspects of life. He will be mighty 
indicating strength and power and supremacy; able to 
conquer any challenges we face. His name will be ever-
lasting and it shall never end. He goes on and on and we 
can find him trustworthy and faithful and true.  
 

But more than anything in these uncertain times, he will 
be called Prince of Peace. A word we struggle with these 
days but a feeling we can ultimately have when we turn 
our eyes upon him; when we give in and let go of all the 
pressures of this world. Peace can be ours and it all 
comes from this child given unto us.  
 

Merry Christmas friends.  Much love to you. May Joy al-
ways be yours.  
 
Pastor Matt  
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Our Sincere Sympathy 
 

Debra Wengert    13 
Carl Balsbaugh    14 
Dolores Brandt    14 
Sarah E. Brubaker    14 
Eric Bashore     15 
Michael Bashore    15 
Malachi Christ    16 
Ashly Lynn Landis    18 
Sally Neuin     19 
Sara Schwalm    19 
Melissa Bashore    22 
Brooke Bicksler    22 
Kyle Dreibelbis    22 
Sandra Strause    22 

        

Heather L. Strunk     4 
Mark Myers      4 
Curtis Phillipy     5 
Jo Lyn Light      6 
Michelle L. Miller     7 
David Wagner     9 
Todd Keeney    11 
Debra Souders    11 
Jonathan Reinhard    12 
Isabel Ziegler    12 
Richard A. Blatt    13 
 

Andrea Showers            22 
Patricia A. Timmins            22 
Valerie Reed             23 
Robert Donkel            23 
Jesus Of Nazareth            25 
Matthew Blatt            26 
Donna Daub              26 
Beryl Wanner            26 
Barbara Smith            27 
Fern Phillipy             27 
James E. Mahaffey            29 
Christopher L. Brubaker   30 
James E. Frantz            30 
John High             31 

 
 

Our deepest Sympathy and prayers for Bren-
da Brubaker and the entire Hartranft family on 
the death of their father/grandfather, Leroy 
Hartranft on October 14th and the death of 
their mother/grandmother, Kathryn T. Har-
tranft on October 15th. 
 
Our deepest sympathy and prayers for Barba-
ra Smith & the entire family on the death of 
their husband/father/grandfather, Robert A. 
Smith, Sr.  who passed away on October 21st. 
 
Our deepest sympathy and prayers for  
Michael Graby and the entire family  
on the death of Penny Graby  
who passed away on  
Wednesday, November 3rd.  

The Real Test 
 

Someone has said, "To determine how 
much a person loves God, look at his 
checkbook."  It's possible to give without 
loving, but we cannot love without giv-
ing.  True love for God will never say, "I 
can’t afford to give."   Love always finds a 
way.  Love gives more than asked.  The 
Bible speaks of tithes and offerings.  How 
much do you love God?  Enough to give 
Him tithes and offerings?  --Fishwrapper  
  

Offering Envelopes have arrived and will 
be processed shortly for use in 2022.  If 
you currently use offering envelopes, you 
need to do nothing.  If you no longer 
wish to use envelopes, please let me 
know by emailing Jean351@aol.com 
or  by placing a note in mailbox 113.  If 
you are not using envelopes but would 
like to start in 2022, please let me know 
by the aforementioned means.  Each en-
velope user will receive an annual state-
ment. 
 

Merry Christmas/Happy New Year   
--Your financial secretary, Jean Myers 

Annual Merkey Cemetery Committee 
Meeting in the church library 

December 11th 

1:00 PM 
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Information Updates from Little Swatara 

 
 
 
 

 
 

December Mission of the Month 
Family Assistance 

 

 

Dec. 3 -  Christmas Kick-Off 6:00-8:00 PM 
 
Dec. 5 - Second Sunday of Advent     
 
Dec. 7 - Leadership Team Meeting    
 
Dec. 11 - Merkey Cemetery Committee mtg 1
     1:00 PM /library  
 
Dec. 12  - Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Dec. 17  - Bethel Food Pantry 2:00 PM 
 
Dec. 19  -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Dec. 21  - First day of winter 
 
Dec. 24  - Christmas Eve 
 
Dec. 25  - Christmas Day 
 
Dec. 28  - Ministry Team Minutes Due 
 
Dec. 31  - New Year’s Eve/Watch Night 

December Mission of the Month 
 

We will be assisting the Bethel and 

Tulpehocken Police Department with 

providing “Gift cards” to have available for 

needy persons in the area.  The gift cards 

should have no more than the value of 

$20.00 each: from Boyer’s, Redners, Dutch-

way or Sheetz and placed with the Sunday 

morning offering.  Cash donation will be 

used to purchase additional gift cards. 

Christmas Kick-Off 
 

Cookie and Card Decorating, Christ-
mas Caroling, Cocoa & Coffee, Candy 

Canes, Corn Hole & Conversation 
 

Friday, December 3rd 
6:00—8:00 P.M. 

 

Come and decorate a cookie or Christ-
mas card, carol along with us as we sip 
coca with candy canes  or coffee, and 

chocolate! 
 
 
 

Adult Sunday School Class 
 

Interested in learning more about the hymns 

in our hymnal?  Pam Gerberich is leading an 

Adult Sunday School Class in the fellowship 

hall that is studying the hymns.  All ages are 

welcome!   We have started in the beginning 

of the hymnal.   Each Sunday morning we talk 

about the origins of several hymns,  learn a 

little about the person who wrote each hymn, 

read through the verses and discuss things 

that impacted each individual as well as ex-

plore the scriptures associated with the 

hymns. We  then take the opportunity to listen 

to the hymn being sung as well as sing a 

verse together. You do not have to be a sing-

er to enjoy this experience.  Everyone has the 

opportunity to participate in conversa-

tion.   We would love to have you join us.     
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                              The next luncheon will be               

                               Tuesday, December 14th  

                               at 11:30 a.m. at the  

                               Country Fare Restaurant,    

                               Myerstown, PA 

2021 Christmas Greetings for 
Stockings 

 

Stockings are placed in the narthex for 
home-bound persons, group home resi-
dents and/or members of our congregation. 
Out goal is to fill them with Christmas cards 
thus giving some cheer to the recipients that 
cannot attend for various reasons.  Cards 
may be placed in stockings from Sunday, 
November 14th to Sunday, December 
5th.  Cards and either a plant or gift of food 
will be taken to shut-ins during the Christ-
mas Season. 

CARL BALSBAUGH       THELMA KEENEY 

MARY BASHORE           TIM REINHARD 

JOHN HOOVER       RANDY KEENEY 

VERA GROSS       DOROTHY LUTZ 

ANNETTA KEENEY       DARRELL YOUNKER 

MARIE ZIEGLER       LAURETTA WALBORN 

 RICHARD & ARLENE DUNDORE 

 NOLAN & DORIS KEENEY 

         PASTOR MATT, DENISE & FAMILY 

 

Any questions or additions please contact: 
Sharon Dosch or Dianne High 

LONDONDERRY VILLAGE ESTATE  
YARD SALE 

 
Do you need some furniture, small appliance, 
puzzles, kitchenware, electronics, or other 
home goods? 

We mostly likely have it. 
 

We are opening appointments to the communi-
ty at select times. 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Masks required. 

 

Mondays 5-7 PM and Tuesdays 9-11 AM 
 

For furniture call Larry Kish at 717-741-3759 
 

For all other items call : 
Joan Theal at 717-641-3255 

Or 
Linda Sprandel 717-805-6750 

Londonderry Village 
 

Our Church is one of 20 churches that supports 

the Londonderry Village Auxiliary. A donation 

of any amount provides funds to purchase 

Health Care and Therapeutic Equipment for 

Londonderry Village Skilled Care, Dementia 

and Alzheimer residents. All donations are 

greatly appreciated. Please see Linda Bowman 

for more information. 

A Christmas dream 
 

  Oh, happy chime, 
  Oh, blessed time, 
  That draws us all so near! 
  “Welcome, dear day,” 
  All creatures say, 
  For Christmas-tide is here. 

                                            — Louisa May Alcott 
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Missions and Evangelism Team 
 

The Missions and Evangelism team supported 
a “Fall Fest” on October 30th. 
 

Pastor Matt led us in prayer and said the make 
this a friendly welcoming time. 
 

The good times started with a hayride courte-
sy of Sam Forry. 
 

Hot dogs were grilled were offered along with 
chips, pretzels, whoopie pies, assorted pies, 
hot chocolate and juice drinks.  Making your 
own S’mores was also an option. 
 

Painting pumpkins and games were provided 
for the children 
 

A good time of fellowship and fun was en-
joyed by all. 

We wish you a Merry 

Christmas,  O Come 

All Ye Faithful, Joy to 

the World  -- what 

comes to mind when 

you hear these ti-

tles?  Do you start 

singing or hear the 

songs in your 

mind?   It is the season of Christmas and 

we want to invite you to come along and 

share in the joy of singing for people 

who are not able to easily get out of their 

homes for worship.  On Sunday,  Decem-

ber 19 after morning worship we will 

plan to go caroling for the afternoon.   If 

you are interested in joining us for the 

afternoon please contact Pam Gerber-

ich.   A light lunch will be provided.  

Christmas to-do list 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among brothers, 

to make music in the heart. 
 

—Howard Thurman 
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

this month’s Newsletter. The deadline for 

the next edition is the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month. Open to all.  Feel free to share 

Little Swatara Church related events, 

thoughts, pictures of past events, articles 

summarizing past and future events, or  

anything else.  
 

Email:secretary@littleswatara.org 

News from the Council Meeting 

At this month’s “Every Member Council Meeting” the staff of the Gathering Place reported 
that the coffee shop is recovering well from the pandemic, and plans to begin paying back 
the original $5000 loan from the church. The Café provided cookies to Trick or Treaters this 
year, and will be making apple pies for Thanksgiving. The Café is also providing paper 
products for the “Feed Them” program. As usual, more volunteers are always needed for 
this important ministry to the Bethel community. 

The Gymnasium committee reported there are several visits scheduled to other churches 
with facilities similar to what we are investigating for Little Swatara, and they are in the pre-
liminary stages of gathering potential costs. One major development is that the school dis-
trict has informed the church that the Administration Building next door may be for sale in 
the near future, and the committee plans to add investigating a potential purchase of this 
building to their research. 

The Stewardship and Finance team presented their 3rd quarter report. In general, we are 
meeting our expenses and outreach, although giving has been inconsistent. We are falling 
behind in our spending plans for 2021, but expense reductions mean that our balances 
overall are remaining steady. 

The Music and Worship Team is considering redecorating and replacing furniture in the 
Narthex and downstairs Foyer areas. If you have any ideas as to what you would like to see, 
please contact any team member. 

The Music and Worship team also reports strong plans for our monthly “Second Sunday” 
programs. December will feature Christmas music from the Brown and Myers families, simi-
lar to last year’s program. Future programs include an Easter Kick off evening with “Piercing 
Word Ministries” and Storyteller, and singer songwriter Jeff Raught will be joining us later in 
the spring 

 2nd Sunday December  
7:00 PM 

 

The 2nd Sunday service for December will be 

on December 14th at 7:00 PM. Come out an 

enjoy an evening of music with the Myers 

Family as they give a small intimate presenta-

tion of Christmas favorites and sing-alongs.  
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How Well do you Know…….. 

Bob and Wendy Lingle 

 

Both Wendy and Bob were born in Lebanon Sanatorium, 

now known as Hyman S. Caplan Pavilion.  Wendy was born 

May 26, 1953.  Bob was born February 1, 1954.   Bob’s 

memories of childhood were of a father who worked 2 – 3 

jobs each week and a mother who was either in the hospi-

tal or working.  His brother kept their house neat and clean 

while Bob did cooking and dishes.  His fondness for kitch-

en duties came from this background.  Wendy’s father was 

a welder, making trailers.  Her mother worked in the gar-

ment factory.  After both parents retired, they would quilt 

together.  Wendy grew up with a love for quilting as well as 

cooking.  She remembers taking day trips as a family dur-

ing the summers.  She had a small deer, named Buttons, 

who ate from her hand as well as a raccoon. 
 

Wendy graduated from Tulpehocken in 1971, where she played on the field hockey team.  Bob 

graduated from Lower Dauphin in 1972,  playing baseball and football, as well as acting in plays 

and musicals.  His plans to attend art college were changed when Hurricane Agnes went 

through, causing him to lose everything.   
 

Do you believe “In Love at First Sight?”  It appears to be that for Wendy and Bob as they felt 

“Forever Soulmates” from day one.  They met on January 17, 1973, on a Wednesday night Bible 

Study at the Hebron Church Parsonage in Lebanon.  They had their first date 2 days later, were 

engaged by March 10 and married September 22.  Both Glenn Goshorn and Curtis Ziegler offici-

ated during the ceremony at Little Swatara.  Their love of cooking prepared them to make the 

meal for their own wedding reception. 
 

The Lingle’s have 2 daughters, “two of the best things in their lives,” Bob and Wendy say. Dorin-

da was born August 1974.  You will often see her helping out in the kitchen at Little Swatara.  Da-

na was born July 1977 and lives with her family in Georgia.  There are 2 grandsons, Carl and 

Miles, and 1 granddaughter, Ashley, as well as many “adopted grandchildren.” 
 

Wendy grew up as a Bashore in the Little Swatara Church, first at Schubert then the present 

church building.  She remembers lots of youth activities.  Bob grew up Lutheran before he met 

Wendy and came to Little Swatara.  They became involved in many activities including the “Live 

Outdoor Nativity Scene” in 1977 where there was a stable with live animals.  Bob and Wendy 

were Mary and Joseph while Dana was baby Jesus.  They remember so many good times, past 

and present with what they feel is a wonderful church family.  Deacons for 20 years, Bob and 

Wendy are always ready to lend a helping hand. 
 Continued >>>>> 
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Before marriage, Bob worked in a printing shop. Some of his later jobs were pouring concrete 

for silos, logging and sawmilling before retiring as a farm machine assembler.  He is also known 

for his butchering skills during the cold season and especially during deer season. Wendy’s 

work experience began at Camp Swatara with Emmert and Elva Gibble.  She worked at Red 

Barn Restaurant in Lebanon before graduating from Cedar Haven and working as a CNA and PT 

Aid at that facility.  She also worked at Good Samaritan Hospital and Cancer Center before be-

coming a Visiting Nurse and later private duty nursing.  We all know her as our “kitchen person” 

and church custodian.  You will often find Bob working along with her in the church especially 

when tables need to be set up and floors scrubbed. 

Bob’s interests and hobbies include hunting, butchering, cooking and camping.  He spent 40 
years as Hunter Trapper Education Instructor Organizer.   Dana comes home every year to deer 
hunt with her father.  Wendy’s interests include sewing, cooking, hunting, camping and pretty 
much anything outside in nature.  She has been in the Society of Farm Women for 46 years and 
a 4-H Leader for 32.  Their love for camping lead them to celebrate their 25 wedding anniver-
sary by tented across the US for 2 weeks to Wyoming.  Bob and Wendy enjoy time with family 
and planning reunions for extended family. 
 

When asked for anything they were willing to share, Bob replied with the following:  “When I 
turned 16 and started helping at the Lutheran Church, I vowed to dedicate my live to serve.  By 
God’s intervention, I met a caring, wonderful woman with the same mind set.  Remember in your 
married life never let the sun go down on your anger.  (Ephesians 4:26)  Evenings go better 
when you can talk things out and CUDDLE!”   
 

After forty-eight years of marriage, it is not unusual to see Bob and Wendy working together in 

service at the church and holding hands when time permits.  The church thanks you, Bob and 

Wendy, for being a good marriage example to others and for all you do to make our church a 

sanctuary for everyone. 

 

Written by Jean Myers 

                                                            Our next Women’s Fellowship Meeting will be held Thursday, 
     January 6, 2022 at 9:00 A.M.  All women of our Church are in-
     vited to join us. 
 

     We have chow-chow available for sale in both pints and quarts. 
     See any member of our Women’s Fellowship for more infor -
     mation. 
 

We also have cookbooks available if you need an inexpensive Christmas gift.  We have the new-
est and the older cookbooks available for sale. 
 

We would like to thank all of you for your continued support and encouragement this year.  We 
appreciate every one of you! 
 

May you and your families have a very Merry Christmas and a blessed holiday season! 



Little Swatara Church of the Brethren                                                                                      December 2021 

 

Little Swatara Church News  Page 9 

THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG……. 
 

“O Holy Night”  
 

“O Holy Night” is the product of circumstance in southern France. In the medieval town of Re-

quemaure in 1843, the parish priest of the local church wanted to commemorate the renova-

tions to the church organ. This led him to poet and wine merchant Placide Cappeau, a man with 

little to no interest in religion. Cappeau accepted the request, and on a stagecoach enroute to 

Paris, penned the poem “Minuit, chrétiens,” or “Midnight, Christians.” The priest suggested Cap-

peau bring his poem to Composer Adolphe Adam. 
 

Adam was a prolific composer, writing music for several operas and ballets including Giselle, 

and can be placed on the lengthy list of Jewish composers who’ve written Christmas music. The 

resulting carol was simply titled “Cantique de Noël” or “Christmas Carol,” and premiered in 

1847, performed by local opera singer Emily Laurey. 
 

The carol was instantly popular, but took a sharp nosedive once word got out about Cappeau. 

Cappeau was an atheist with strong disdain for religious authority. Outraged, the church leader-

ship banned the song from the French liturgy. The French people wouldn’t let the song go, and 

for a time it lived on outside the church. Eventually, this tune reached the ears of John Sullivan 

Dwight, an American Unitarian Minister, influential music critic, and part-time Santa impersona-

tor. 
 

In 1855, Dwight decided to translate it to English, and the resulting translation is what we now 

know as “O Holy Night.” Due to his more religious philosophies, Dwight decided to take a few 

liberties with Cappeau’s lyrics, and “O Holy Night” is much less subdued by comparison. Dwight 

changed Cappeau’s refrain “People, kneel down, await your deliverance. Christmas, Christmas, 

here is the Redeemer” to “O night divine, the night when Christ was born.” Dwight was a Tran-

scendentalist, essentially a reactionary movement to Intellectualism that states there is an inher-

ent goodness to everything and everyone. “O Holy Night” presents the night and the 

event itself as being holy, an element absent from the original. This version became popular, 

overshadowing the original, and with a few tweaks here and there over the last hundred and six-

ty-odd years, we have the modern version. 
 

Legend has it that “Cantique de Noël” played a part in the Franco-Prussian War. During a lull in 

battle on December 24th, 1870, French troops started singing the carol from their trench, and it 

moved the German soldiers so much, they began to sing one of Martin Luther’s hymns. The im-

promptu battle of the bands resulted in a 24-hour truce so the soldiers on both sides could cele-

brate Christmas.  
 

“O Holy Night,” a song written by a Jewish man, based on a poem by a French atheist, rejected 

by the church, translated by an American Transcendentalist, maybe sung on battlefields with 

German troops, and most certainly sung every year by more and more singers . 

 

Sourced from  petersanfilippo.medium.com 
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