
Raising Financial Support 

Raising financial support for your short-term trip is a great first step after registering. 
This allows others to partner with you in God’s work and receive the blessing of 
giving. Your faith will be stretched as your trust God to provide for you. This can take 
some time, but it’s worth it – so get started as soon as possible! 

 

Key Points:    

● Please send out support letters even if you plan to pay for some (or all) yourself. 
You are raising a team of supporters, not just money. These people will 
potentially pray you through this trip, and you may spark their interest in 
missions ministry. 

● Send out at least 15 letters. It’s not hard to sit down and brainstorm potential 
supporters. Consider family, friends, co-workers, small group members, etc. 
Sometimes the most unlikely are the biggest givers! 

● Proofread! We can’t stress this enough. Have family or friends look over your 
letter for spelling, grammar, and clarity. 

● Include a personalized note at either the top or bottom of the letter. It’s nice to 
make this handwritten! 

Follow-up your letters with a phone call. Usually wait a couple weeks after you’ve put 
them in the mail. Sometimes people forget to send a check, or due to busyness, your 
letter is at the bottom of their to-do list. Especially nowadays, a phone call is a nice 
personal touch and a friendly reminder for them to consider supporting you. It’s an 
opportunity to share more about your mission trip. 
   
Generals Rules in writing a support letter: 

● Choose a normal font and format. 
● Include the date at the top. 
● Don’t let paragraphs be longer than 6 lines – studies show people lose interest 

if it’s longer! 
● Your greeting should include their name, not a general title. 
● The letter should only be one page long at most. 
● At the very end, or anywhere on the paper, include a handwritten note (just a 

sentence or two) to create a personal touch.  

 



Outline of a Support Letter  

Please use this outline as a guide as you write your own personal letter. Connect with your 
trip leader or the missions teams if you would like further assistance, ideas, or editing.  
 
Dear (Name), 

   
Paragraph 1: This is your personal update to the recipient. Update them briefly on 
your life, school, job, family, church, etc. Let them know how the Lord is working in 
your life. At the end, mention the trip that you have decided to attend and its main 
purpose. You may include how the Lord called you to this trip. 
   
Paragraph 2:  This is where you tell more about the trip. Consider including the 
church’s involvement at this location and what their partnership looks like. Talk 
specifically about the ministry you and your team hope to accomplish. 
   
Paragraph 3: This is where you ask them to join your support team and explain what 
that means. First and foremost, ask for prayer. Be specific here on prayer requests for 
the trip. People prefer the specifics! Thank them for considering joining you in 
prayer. 
   
Paragraph 4: This is where you ask for financial support. Let them know that a big 
way they can help send you is by giving a financial gift. Tell them the total cost of 
your trip.  In general, give them an idea of what this amount covers. Tell them that 
the next page explains how they can give. 
   
Paragraph 5: This is where you express your gratitude. Thank them for reading, for 
praying, and for considering giving a financial gift. Close the letter in a sentence or 
two wrapping up all you have shared. 
   
With gratitude (or any preferred closing),  
Your name 
Your contact information  
   
 
 
(The next page is the form that your supporter must fill out and send back to us. 
Make sure you send it with your letter and put a pre-addressed and stamped 
envelope in there to make it easy for them to give.) 
 
 
 



Mission Trip Support Response Form 
 
 
My name is ______________________________________ and I am part of the Judson Baptist 
Church Los Angeles mission Trip. I would appreciate any support you are able to provide 
during this missionary endeavor. Please indicate how you will participate and place your 
name and phone number on the space below.  

_____ 1. Prayerfully, I commit to pray for you while you prepare for and carry out your mission 
project (This is crucial for mission project success).  

_____ 2. Financially, I commit to financially support a portion of your mission trip costs. The 
deadline for our trip payment requires that any contributions arrive at Judson Baptist 
Church by June 15th.  

SUPPORTER’S NAME _______________________________ PHONE ___________________________
 

It would be our team’s privilege to pray for you as you pray for our mission trip. Please 
indicate any specific prayer requests we might lift to God on your behalf: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Policies Regarding Contributions for Mission Trips at Judson Baptist Church 
 

Your contribution is tax deductible. All checks should be made out to Judson Baptist Church. You 
may print the project name on the memo line of the check. Please return this form and any 
financial support by the deadline date stated above. All contributions are confidential. Participants 
are not informed concerning who donates what. Contributions are non-refundable. 
 
For gifts to be tax deductible: 

● Checks must be made out to Judson Baptist Church. You may write the project name on 
the memo line, but not the participant’s name. We determine who receives credit for the 
gift by your return of this form. 

● Be certain to return this form with your gift. 
● If you are not a member of JBC only gifts over $250 will receive acknowledgement for the 

church. Gifts of smaller amounts are still deductible, but it is the responsibility of the donor 
to keep records for tax deductions 

● Please write the name of the mission trip in the lower left corner of the return envelope. 
● If no return envelope was provided, mail the check and form to: 

 
Judson Baptist Church -Global Focus 

4900 Franklin Road 
Nashville, TN 37220  

 


