
Once Upon a Parable: LOST! 

Bible: Luke 15:1-7; 8-10, Psalms 23 
Main Point:  What lengths will God go through to unite us with Him again? 

 
I have a tendency of losing things.  It’s not uncommon for me to ask someone else in 

my family, “Have you seen my...”? (Whatever it is that I’ve misplaced at the moment).    
 

The other day I was cleaning out my shed because of the quarantine and I came across 
something that I thought I had lost.  It was a cover that you can put over your outside 

spigot, (water faucet) in the winter time so that it doesn’t freeze over. 
 

The funny thing is that because I had never found it at the time I needed it, I went out 
to the store and bought another one.  Now I have two and I only have one spigot.  Let’s 

hope I don’t misplace then so I end up buying another one and have three! 
 

How do you feel when you lose something?  I can feel anxious, annoyed and a little 

panicked if I need that item in a timely manner.  I can especially feel an empty feeling 
when I’m missing an item that I KNOW that I just saw and I can’t quite remember 

where it is! 
 

When I find it, or someone helps me locate it, I have a sense of completion.  I can also 
feel relief, accomplishment and relief. 

 
Our God is Omniscient, meaning that He is all-knowing and He is all-seeing.  So, for 

Jesus to tell parables about lost things can seem a bit strange.  That’s exactly what 
we’re going to explore today.  Jesus tells several parables on this subject and Luke 

chapter 15 holds 3 of them.  Today we’re going to cover “The Lost Sheep” and the “Lost 
Coin”.  The other parable is the “Prodigal Son” which we’ve already covered in lesson 3. 

 
THE LOST SHEEP 

 

There are many placed in the Bible where God and Jesus are connected to sheep and 
being a shepherd.  Psalm 23 is a famous passage that talks all about how God provides 

for His sheep and cares about them.  Read the passage below and think about the 
relationship between the sheep and the shepherd. 

 
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 



Jesus was often confronted by the Teachers of the Law in the New Testament.  They 

would try and outwit Jesus, or get Him into trouble.  Other times they would simply 
complain about Him or ridicule, (make fun of Him) in public.  We find Jesus in this kind 

of situation in Luke 15:1-7, when the Pharisees saw Jesus with the outcasts of society.  
Let’s walk through this passage together. 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” 
 

This was nothing new for Jesus.  He was often found with the “down and outs”, the 
unwanted and anyone who the Pharisees, or people who thought they were religious or 

important would NEVER be caught hanging around with. 
 

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 
and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country 

and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  

 
Jesus then takes advantage of the opportunity to teach a lesson to the Pharisees about 

why it is that he is visiting with this particular crowd.  He takes an example of a 
shepherd and his sheep, a profession that they would been very familiar with.  

Shepherds by the way wouldn’t have been a group of people that the Pharisees would 
have hung around with either. 

 
A shepherd’s responsibility is to care for and look after the sheep.  They are usually not 

his/hers, but the owner’s, however sometimes it is a family business.  Here this 
shepherd has 100 sheep and 1 is lost.  He doesn’t say, “Oh well, I still have 99.  That’s 

good enough.”  He goes after the one sheep.  Why do you think he would do that? 
 

Jesus is saying that every single sheep, (person) is important in God’s Kingdom. Every. 
Single. One.  We can see that Jesus lived this out because when Jesus died on the cross 

for our sins, He died for EVERYONE’S sin; not just the rich and the powerful, not just the 

religious or good looking.  Jesus’s sacrifice shows God’s love for ALL of His creation. 
 

And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then 
he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 

found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
 

Then Jesus tells the Pharisees about what happens behind the scenes in heaven when 
someone decides to follow God and has committed their lives to Him.  He tells us that 

there is rejoicing in heaven for those who are lost and then choose to follow God and 
repent. 

 
THE LOST COIN:  Luke 15:8-10 

 

“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a 
lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  

 



I mentioned before that I have a tendency of losing some things from time to time.  

Have you ever misplaced an assignment for school or needed a piece of equipment to 
play a sport and can’t find them anywhere?  What do you do in that situation?  You look 

everywhere you can for it!  You look under beds, inside closets, under rugs and sift 
through junk drawers until you find it.   

 
This coin must have meant a lot for her to look everywhere for it.  In the same way, 

every single one of us is precious to God and He doesn’t want any of us to be apart from 
Him. 

 

And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 

‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there 
is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 
Again, there is rejoicing in heaven for those who have been found and repent!  You see I 

think one HUGE point that Jesus is making with these parables is that God has done 

everything He can in order to make it so that we can be found in Him.  God made a 
careful plan and made great efforts to ensure our salvation.  He cares if someone isn’t 

connected with Him. 
 

This effort was God extending His hand of love and grace and forgiveness to us through 
His Son Jesus.  The same effort was made for you, for me and even for the people that 

we wouldn’t think would be worthy.  Remember all the way back to the first part of the 
chapter, Luke 15?  Remember who Jesus was telling these parables for?  That’s right, 

the Pharisees who didn’t appreciate that Jesus was hanging around “unworthy” people. 
 

You might feel unworthy of God’s love and attention and sacrifice.  We all should 
because we all are unworthy.  That’s the point.  The Pharisees thought they could earn 

favor with God through status.  Jesus is showing them that we are all equally loved by 
God and that God anticipates the day that He can celebrate with us and about us 

repenting and following Him.  Everyone is welcome in God’s Kingdom. 

 
 

QUESTIONS: 
 

 How do you feel when you lose something and can’t find it? 
 What do you do in order to find that lost item? 

 What are some similarities between these two parables? 
 What is different between these parables? 

 What do these parables tell us about… 
o God 

o Us 
o God’s Kingdom. 


