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Once Upon a Parable: Jesus and the Kingdom; An Idea So Big 
Bible: Matthew 13:31-33; Luke 17:21 
Main Idea: How does Jesus talk about the Kingdom? With stories that paint pictures and words that 
create worlds. 
 
Stories can paint pictures. Words can create worlds. If a picture is worth a thousand words, how 
much more is a story worth?  
 
Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God by telling stories. He comments on the world around him, 
helping us see that the Kingdom of God is bigger and broader than we can ever imagine. Sometimes 
an idea is so big and beautiful that the only way to talk about it is to tell a story. The kingdom of God 
is like a mustard seed that grows into a wild bush, yeast that works its way through dough, food 
coloring that transforms the color of water, the smell of bacon that fills a room, a yawn that springs 
from face to face, a YouTube video that circles the Internet. We are a part of this big and beautiful 
story. How will we tell it? How will we bring it to life? 
 
Kingdom 
 
This morning we are starting a journey into the stories Jesus told about the Kingdom of God or 
Kingdom of Heaven. These stories are called parables. But before we get too far into the stories 
Jesus told, let’s start with the prayer that he taught us.  
 
Today’s stories are from the book of Matthew. Open your Bibles to Matthew 13:31. This is a story 
Jesus told about the Kingdom of Heaven. This leads me to wonder, what is the Kingdom of God? 
What do you think of when you hear the word “kingdom”? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifKH0-y7O_I 
 
When Jesus spoke of a kingdom, the people listening to him would have thought back to a story that 
started long before their time. They would have thought back to people like Samuel and Saul and 
David, when a kingdom was built  
 
They would have thought of kings like Solomon and Rehoboam and Jeroboam and Hezekiah when 
the kingdom was split. They would have thought of prophets like Isaiah when they were living in a 
foreign land under a foreign king. They would have thought of a king like Herod and a ruler like Rome 
when the kingdom was gone. And they would have heard Jesus proclaiming a kingdom that has 
come, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of Heaven, a kingdom that is here and now and coming. 
 
This is the story of a kingdom that started long before Jesus came to Earth and continues today. This 
is the kingdom that Jesus was talking about. And this is the kingdom that we are learning about 
today. 
 
When you’re reading your Bible, you might notice two different phrases used: Kingdom of God and 
Kingdom of Heaven. While they use different words, they are talking about the same thing. This is a 
kingdom of divine unfairness where the least will be blessed, the lost will be found, and the last will be 
first. This is a kingdom of grace where everyone is invited to the party and God is always saying, 
“Welcome home.” This is the kingdom that Jesus is praying for – “your kingdom come” – and this is 
the kingdom that Jesus is talking about. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifKH0-y7O_I


 
Copyright - PreteenMinistry.net 

A story about telling stories 
 
Once upon a time there was a man standing before a crowd of people. The crowd was full of all sorts 
of people, young and old, rich and poor. The people had gathered to hear what this man—a simple 
carpenter, yet profound teacher—had to say. They learned in, eager to catch each word. They 
nodded their head in agreement. They leaned on their hand as they wondered about his words. They 
scratched their head as they imagined the world created by his words. They listened as he taught 
them about the Kingdom of God. 
 
How does he do it? One way is by telling stories. While Jesus didn’t begin his stories with our classic 
“once upon a time,” he used the world around him to help people understand what God’s current and 
coming kingdom is like. 
 
Because stories do something that facts and information cannot. Stories spark our imagination and 
invite us to wonder. Stories start as something simple and small and take root in our minds, growing 
into something bigger than we can imagine. The Kingdom of God is something bigger than we can 
imagine, so a story is the perfect way to talk about it.  And in Matthew 13, this is exactly what Jesus 
does. 
 
Jesus’ stories about the kingdom 
Jesus didn’t just make up stories out of nowhere. He used the world around him to tell stories that the 
people would understand. This is why he uses a son who runs away from home and comes back to 
the family farm; or why he uses laborers in a vineyard; or why he uses a mustard seed and dough 
rising. This is the world around him. This is the world the people know. And so these are the stories 
he tells about the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Let’s take a look at Matthew 13:31-32 to see these stories that Jesus tells. Read Matthew 13:31-32. 
 
While a mustard seed starts very small, it becomes a wild bush that grows until it’s so super big and 
wide. The kingdom of God might start small but grows into something big and out of control. It keeps 
going and going.  Read Matthew 13:33  
 
Yeast is so small you can barely see it. But it starts a profound change in dough, causing it to rise. It 
just keeps going and going no matter how you try and control it. 
 
These are two simple stories from the world around Jesus. But what about our world? How might 
Jesus talk about the Kingdom of Heaven today? 
 
Today’s stories about the kingdom 
The kingdom of heaven is like a yawn.  
 
How many of you yawned when you saw this? The kingdom of heaven is like a yawn: it starts with 
one person but spreads through the whole crowd. Whether you see it or hear it or simply sense it, 
before you know it, you are yawning too. The kingdom of heaven is like a yawn, starting with one 
person but spreading to everyone around. 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like this:  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a YouTube video that you watch and then send to your friends, and 
then they watch and send to their friends, and then they watch and send to their friends, and before 
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you know it, everyone has seen it, even your grandma, and it’s made its way back to you at least 
twice. The kingdom of heaven is like a viral YouTube video: it starts with you and your computer but 
spreads everywhere. 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a drop of food coloring in a container of water. One little drop changes 
all the water forever.  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like bacon cooking in a room. It’s a smell and a sound that fills the room, 
drawing everyone to it. The smell, the sound, the taste – there’s no stopping it. 
 
This kingdom is beyond our control. It might appear to start small, but it grows and grows and cannot 
be stopped. Which reminds me of something else Jesus said about this kingdom. 
 
The Kingdom and you 
Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is within you.”, Luke 17:21 The Kingdom of God is like one fifth or 
sixth grade student who goes to school, knowing that their smile can change the people around them. 
It is the student who knows that a kind word or someone to sit next to or the help with a math problem 
can change everything.  
 
The Kingdom of God is the fifth or sixth grade student who knows that they can bring God’s Kingdom 
to the world around them in everything they say and do. It might start small, but it keeps going. 
 
The Kingdom of God is a story that sparks your imagination, it’s the mustard seed that grows and 
grows, it’s the dough that rises and rises, it’s the yawn that can’t be stopped, it’s the YouTube video 
that travels the world, it’s the smell and sound that fills the room drawing everyone closer. 
 
The Kingdom of God is an idea so big with so much potential. And this kingdom is within you. 
 
Let’s end the same way we began, by reading Jesus’ prayer about a kingdom that has come.  
 
ACTIVY: The Kingdom of God is Like.... 
 
Have some fun with your parents and those around you.  Read a phrase from the list below 
and then finish the thought about how God’s Kingdom can be like these things. 
 
Finish the parable. 

o The Kingdom of God is like a smartphone that… 
o The Kingdom of God is like the first day of school when… 
o The Kingdom of God is like the meal where… 
o The Kingdom of God is like a party when… 
o The Kingdom of God is like a day at… 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

· In your own words, what is the Kingdom of God? What is a parable? 
· Why do you think Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God by telling stories/parables? 
· Why do you think Jesus compared the Kingdom of God to a seed growing into a wild bush and 

yeast in bread? 
· What would you compare the kingdom of God to? Why? 
· What does it mean for you to be a part of the Kingdom of God? 


