
Starlight Station: Selflessness 
Bible Passages: Genesis 45:16-47:12; Proverbs 3:27; Luke 12:22-34 
Bottom Line: Servant leaders help people in need! 
 
Let’s pretend you have 1,000 M&Ms, yum!  Let’s say that someone comes over and asks you for 3 of 
them.  What would you do?  If you are like me, 3 isn’t that big of a deal, so sure, I’d let someone else 
have some.  What if you had 3 M&Ms and someone asked you for 3?  Does that change what you 
would do?  Explain why or why not? 
 
Joseph was asked to do a job by the Pharaoh.  Remember Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams and 
then gave Pharaoh a plan.  Joseph was to save and store up during the 7 years of plenty of food and 
good crops.  That way when the 7 years of famine, bad crops and sparse livestock, Egypt would 
survive. 
 
You see, Joseph did such a good job, that they had plenty of food and could even spare some for the 
surrounding lands that were not prepared for those 7 years.  Egypt could then sell the food to those 
lands and could continue to prosper even more! 
 
Joseph also prospered along with Egypt.  As second in command over all of Egypt, Joseph was very 
wealthy.  He’d earned it all and he had a decision to make.  Should he share his hard earned wealth 
with the rest of his family?  Let’s read and find out.  Genesis 45:16-47:12. 
 
When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all 
his officials were pleased. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your 
animals and return to the land of Canaan, and bring your father and your families back to me. I 
will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.’ 
 
“You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your children and 
your wives, and get your father and come. Never mind about your belongings, because the 
best of all Egypt will be yours.’” 
 
So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he 
also gave them provisions for their journey. To each of them he gave new clothing, but to 
Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels[a] of silver and five sets of clothes. And this is what 
he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, and ten female 
donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for his journey. Then he sent his 
brothers away, and as they were leaving he said to them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!” 
 
So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told 
him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not 
believe them. But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw 
the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. And Israel 
said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 
 
Jacob Goes to Egypt 
So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices 
to the God of his father Isaac. 
 
And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
 



“I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will 
make you into a great nation there. I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you 
back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.” 
 
Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and their children and 
their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. So Jacob and all his offspring 
went to Egypt, taking with them their livestock and the possessions they had acquired in 
Canaan. Jacob brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons and his daughters and 
granddaughters—all his offspring. 
 
These are the names of the sons of Israel (Jacob and his descendants) who went to Egypt: 
Reuben the firstborn of Jacob. 
 
The sons of Reuben: Hanok, Pallu, Hezron and Karmi. 
 
The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite 
woman. 
 
The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 
 
The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez and Zerah (but Er and Onan had died in the land 
of Canaan). 
 
The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 
 
The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah,[b] Jashub[c] and Shimron. 
 
The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon and Jahleel. 
 
These were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram,[d] besides his daughter Dinah. 
These sons and daughters of his were thirty-three in all. 
 
The sons of Gad: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli. 
 
The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah. Their sister was Serah. 
 
The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malkiel.  
 
These were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah, whom Laban had given to his daughter 
Leah—sixteen in all. 
 
The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. In Egypt, Manasseh and Ephraim 
were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. 
 
The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and 
Ard. 
 
These were the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob—fourteen in all. 
 
The son of Dan: Hushim. 
 
The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem. 



 
These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom Laban had given to his daughter 
Rachel—seven in all. 
 
All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—those who were his direct descendants, not 
counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons. With the two sons[g] who had been 
born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in 
all. 
 
Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived 
in the region of Goshen, Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his 
father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father 
and wept for a long time. Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for 
myself that you are still alive.” 
 
Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and speak to 
Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were living in the 
land of Canaan, have come to me. The men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have 
brought along their flocks and herds and everything they own.’ When Pharaoh calls you in 
and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ you should answer, ‘Your servants have tended 
livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in 
the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians.” 
 
Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and 
everything they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen.” 2 He chose 
five of his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh. Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What is 
your occupation?” 
 
“Your servants are shepherds,” they replied to Pharaoh, “just as our fathers were.” They also 
said to him, “We have come to live here for a while, because the famine is severe in Canaan 
and your servants’ flocks have no pasture. So now, please let your servants settle in Goshen.” 
 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you, and the land of 
Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the land. Let them 
live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability, put them in charge of 
my own livestock.” 
 
Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?” 
 
And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years 
have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” 
Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence. 
 
So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part 
of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. Joseph also provided his father and 
his brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their 
children. 
 
OK, I know the names were a bit much, but I think it’s important to show just how far reaching 
Joseph’s generosity was.  He decided that he would use the wealth he had to not only benefit his 
immediate family, (wide & kids), but his ENTIRE family including ALL his brothers and his Father. 



When we are generous, when we are selfless, we show others what our God is like.  God shares 
what He has with EVERYONE!  Resources to live, ways to enjoy life, forgiveness of sin and ultimately 
the gift of eternal life.  God didn’t even hold back His one and only Son from us.  God gave us Jesus 
to show us how to live, what God’s Kingdom is all about and make a way for us to be in a proper 
relationship with God for all of eternity.  That sounds pretty generous to me. 
 
So why then is it so hard for us to share what we have?  Are we afraid that we won’t have enough?  
God has said that He provides food for the birds who don’t plant crops and clothing for the flowers of 
the field.  He says in Luke 12:22-34 - Do Not Worry -  
Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more 
than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or 
barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by 
worrying can add a single hour to your life[b]? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why 
do you worry about the rest? 
 
“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he 
clothe you—you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not 
worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you 
need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell 
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
When we put our trust and hope in the things we have, we don’t put as much trust and hope in God 
who is the one who provides us with those things.  That’s why we should be careful to attach 
ourselves to the things that we have.  Even more so, we should be willing to use those things that 
God has entrusted to us to help other people that we see all around us. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

 What was the most interesting part of Joseph’s story today? 
  

 What did you learn about Joseph? 
 

 How can you incorporate what you learned about Joseph’s life to yours? 
 

 What things do you seem to trust more than God? 
 

 Who do you think you can help with the things you have? 
 

o How can you help them? 


