
Starlight Station: You can count on me! 
Bible Passages: Genesis 44:1-34; 1 Samuel 20:23 
Bottom Line: Servant leaders are reliable! 
 
Being reliable is important.  When we can count on things, it makes life a little easier because we 
know that certain things will work.  It can also be certain people who will follow through on what they 
said they would do. 
 
We rely on chair to hold us up, phones to work, cars to run and friends to have our backs.  When 
those things or people become unreliable, it can be a bad day.  Why is that?  Being reliable 
sometimes means that you can take someone or something for granted.  That means that you just 
assume that your light switch will turn on your light in your room every time you flip it.  I’m sure you 
don’t even think about it.  I know I don’t. 
 
People can also be taken for granted.  Have you ever just assumed that your parents were providing 
something for you to eat?  Have you ever figured your friend would keep a secret without even asking 
them to?  Probably, and in most cases that can e a really great thing.  That means that your parents 
give you the things you need and you have a friend that you can trust.  Being reliable is something 
every Christian should aim for. 
 
“And may the Lord make us keep our promises to each other, for He has witnessed them.” 1 
Samuel 20:23 
 
There is a reason that God wants us to be reliable people.  That’s because He is reliable!  Scripture 
tells us that God always keeps His promises.  It tells us that God is as reliable as a rock and fortress.  
He doesn’t lie and God is always with us.  That seems pretty reliable to me. 
 
There are different ways that we can be a reliable person.  Keeping our promises is a great one.  We 
can also be reliable by showing up on time to a job, following through on tasks and being there for 
people when they need you. 
 
Today’s Bible lesson comes from the life of Joseph, but not from Joseph directly.  It comes from an 
unlikely group, his brothers!  Let’s read from Genesis 44:1-34 to find out what happened. 
 
Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as 
much food as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. Then put my 
cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his 
grain.” And he did as Joseph said. 
 
As morning dawned, the men were sent on their way with their donkeys. They had not gone 
far from the city when Joseph said to his steward, “Go after those men at once, and when you 
catch up with them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with evil? Isn’t this the cup my 
master drinks from and also uses for divination? This is a wicked thing you have done.’” 
 
When he caught up with them, he repeated these words to them. But they said to him, “Why 
does my lord say such things? Far be it from your servants to do anything like that! We even 
brought back to you from the land of Canaan the silver we found inside the mouths of our 
sacks. So why would we steal silver or gold from your master’s house? If any of your servants 
is found to have it, he will die; and the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves.” 
 
“Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you say. Whoever is found to have it will become my 
slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.” Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the 



ground and opened it. Then the steward proceeded to search, beginning with the oldest and 
ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. At this, they tore their 
clothes. Then they all loaded their donkeys and returned to the city. 
 
Joseph was still in the house when Judah and his brothers came in, and they threw 
themselves to the ground before him. Joseph said to them, “What is this you have done? 
Don’t you know that a man like me can find things out by divination?” 
 
“What can we say to my lord?” Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our 
innocence? God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we 
ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.” But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to 
do such a thing! Only the man who was found to have the cup will become my slave. The rest 
of you, go back to your father in peace.” 
 
Then Judah went up to him and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, let me speak a word to 
my lord. Do not be angry with your servant, though you are equal to Pharaoh himself. My lord 
asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ And we answered, ‘We have an aged 
father, and there is a young son born to him in his old age. His brother is dead, and he is the 
only one of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves him.’ 
 
“Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me so I can see him for myself.’ And we 
said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he leaves him, his father will die.’ But you 
told your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you will not see my 
face again.’ When we went back to your servant my father, we told him what my lord had said. 
 
“Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy a little more food.’ But we said, ‘We cannot go down. 
Only if our youngest brother is with us will we go. We cannot see the man’s face unless our 
youngest brother is with us.’ 
 
“Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. One of them 
went away from me, and I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.” And I have not seen him 
since. If you take this one from me too and harm comes to him, you will bring my gray head 
down to the grave in misery.’ 
 
“So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, and if my father, 
whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life, sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die. 
Your servants will bring the gray head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. Your servant 
guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear 
the blame before you, my father, all my life!’ 
 
“Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let 
the boy return with his brothers. How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! 
Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.” – Genesis 44:1-34 
 
Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt for help.  They were in desperate need of food and supplies, 
something Egypt had plenty of thanks to Joseph’s stellar planning.  Joseph’s brothers didn’t 
recognize their brother and why would they.  The last time they saw Joseph he was being carried off 
by slave traders.  They probably assumed that Joseph was a slave somewhere or dead.  Many years 
had passed since they had seen each other and here Joseph was going by a different name, dressed 
in Egyptian clothes and is a person of extremely high ranking.  No way that could be their brother 
Joseph the dreamer. 
 



Joseph saw this encounter as an opportunity.  He knew that time had passed and that his brothers 
seemed to have had a change in their lives, but he had to make sure.  So he tested them and wanted 
to see if their hearts had indeed changed.  Would they be men of their word or would they resort to 
their old ways of lying and underhanded deeds? 
 
It does bother me a little that Joseph would do this to his brothers.  I mean, I get it that he might want 
to exact a little bit of revenge.  However, despite his methods, Joseph had a point.  How could he 
trust the people who did such nasty things to him and to his family?  He had to know they would do 
the right thing when it came to their family’s survival and they wouldn’t take the food for only 
themselves. 
 
I wonder if Joseph was surprised at all with their reaction to the situation.  Joseph saw them show 
remorse for their actions and that they had regained Joseph’s trust.  I’m sure if he was surprised, it 
was welcomed. 
 
We know that God is trustworthy and reliable.  We knew that Joseph was reliable because of all the 
responsibilities that kept coming his way.  We can also see an example from Joseph’s brothers that 
you can earn reliability and trust back.  It might not be easy, it might take time, but it can be done. 
 
How will you show yourself to be a reliable person?  Are you truthful, keep your promises and are 
there for people when they need you? 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

 What was the most interesting part of Joseph’s story today? 
  

 What did you learn about Joseph? 
 

 How can you incorporate what you learned about Joseph’s life to yours? 
 

 Who would view you as reliable?   
 

o Who might not see you that way? 
 

 Who do you need to try and regain their trust and be seen as reliable? 
 

o What might you do in order to gain that back? 


