
Starlight Station: HELP! 
Bible Passages: Genesis 39:2-6; 21-23 and Genesis 41:37-57; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Colossians 3:23 
Bottom Line: Servant leaders work hard to help others 
 
Serving others is a BIG part of demonstrating Christ to other people.  To be honest, it’s a full-time job.  
You’ll always have people around you that will need help.  There are always things that need to be 
done.  So what are you supposed to do about that?   
 
One of Joseph’s great qualities is that he was always looking to help someone.  He made himself 
available to help and then put forth all his effort when he was put to work.  That work ethic tied in with 
his willingness to serve was a winning combination that God blessed as he lived his life. 
 
We can first see this combo put into action when Joseph was in the service of Potiphar.  Being a 
slave isn’t a great situation for anyone, but Joseph decided to make the most of it and get to work. 
 
The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian 
master. When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success 
in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put 
him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.  From the 
time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the 
household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything 
Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s 
care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 
           -Genesis 39:2-6 
 
Joseph’s attitude and hard work really paid off for him.  Even in a bad circumstance, he was able to 
focus on what was really important.  Joseph wanted to please God by serving his earthly master well 
and he was rewarded.  Joseph was set back by being put into prison, (see lesson 3) even though he 
didn’t do anything wrong and was even looking out for his master. 
 
This might cause many people to lose hope, but not Joseph.  Joseph saw this as another opportunity 
to serve God and to work hard for the person in charge of him. 
 
the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the 
prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was 
made responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under 
Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.  

–Genesis 39:21-23 
 

So Joseph was basically running the prison.  The warden, (person in charge of the prison) trusted 
Joseph so much that he didn’t even worry, or look over Joseph’s shoulder as he carried out his given 
responsibility.  This was a HUGE deal because this warden was literally putting his life in Joseph’s 
hands.  If the prison was to get out of hand and anyone were to find out that a prisoner was in charge 
instead of the person hired to do that job, there would be serious consequences for the warden. 
 
Joseph was a man who looked actively for ways to serve and when he got his opportunities, he made 
the best of it.  He worked like this: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 
the Lord, not for human masters,  -Colossians 3:2.  Because Joseph had this attitude, God was able 
to use him to do some amazing things.   
 



Eventually word of Joseph’s work-ethic, kindness and talent for interpreting dreams went as far as it 
could in the land of Egypt.  Joseph’s reputation went all the way to the Pharaoh himself.  Pharaoh had 
some dreams that couldn’t be interpreted by anyone.  The Cupbearer remembered Joseph and how 
he was able to interpret his dreams while in prison.  (He also must have remembered that he was 
going to try and help him).  So he recommended to the Pharaoh that he send for Joseph. 
 
When Joseph was presented to the Pharaoh, he once again did his very best to serve and help with 
the abilities that God gave him.  He interpreted the dreams and went even a step further.  He 
presented a game-plan to the most powerful man in the land.  This plan would save their entire nation 
and even put them in position to help other surrounding people.  This was a bold move. 
 
The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we 
find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?” 
 
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so 
discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to 
submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.” 
 
Joseph in Charge of Egypt 
 
So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” Then 
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in 
robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his 
second-in-command, and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge 
of the whole land of Egypt. 
 
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or 
foot in all Egypt.” Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath 
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of 
Egypt. 
 
Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. During the seven 
years of abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph collected all the food produced in 
those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the 
food grown in the fields surrounding it. Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the 
sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond 
measure. 
 
Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of 
Potiphera, priest of On. Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God 
has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” The second son he named 
Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.” 
 
The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of famine began, 
just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of 
Egypt there was food. When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for 
food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.” 
 
When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and 
sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. And all the world 
came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere. 



- Genesis 41:37-57 
 
What can we learn from Joseph this time?  Well we can learn that we should always be on the 
lookout to serve and be ready to spring into action.  Even when we find ourselves in less than 
desirable circumstances, we can make the most of it, honor God and serve others.   
 
We can also learn that when we serve, it’s all about attitude.  How we serve can be just as important 
as the service itself.  If we have an attitude that shows a positive outlook in a genuine way, then it 
makes a greater impact on the work we do. 
 
So for example, if you are asked to unload the dishwasher, how should you respond.  Now look, I 
know it isn’t what you’d choose to do in your spare time and it might not be your favorite thing.  
However, it is an opportunity.  It’s an opportunity to serve God and to serve your family.  Joseph 
would take that job and do his best.  You should too. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

• What was the most interesting part of Joseph’s story today? 
  

• What did you learn about Joseph? 
 

• How can you incorporate what you learned about Joseph’s life to yours? 
 

• The next time you are presented with an opportunity to serve, what might be different? 
 

• When will there be the next opportunity to serve for you? 
 

o How can you plan to serve well? 


