
Starlight Station: Serve and Protect 
Bible Passages: Genesis 39:1-23; Philippians 2:3-7; Proverbs 12:26 
Bottom Line: Servant leaders protect others 
 
Protecting others isn’t an easy job!  From Police Officers, Firemen, Doctors, Superheroes or Jedi; 
they all look to help as many people as they can.  We continue the life of Joseph and we come to a 
part of his story where things get bad, then great and then bad and then as good as it can again, 
 
Joseph isn’t a superhero or Jedi, but he did his best to protect the people, his integrity and his God 
even though it was ‘t easy. 
 
Remember when we last saw Joseph, he was sold into slavery by his brothers.  We now can fins out 
what happens next in his extraordinary story. 
 
Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s 
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 
 
The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian 
master. When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success 
in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put 
him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the 
time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the 
household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything 
Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s 
care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 
 
Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took notice of 
Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 
 
But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with 
anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in 
this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are 
his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” And though she 
spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 
 
One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants 
was inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his 
cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 
 
When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, she called 
her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to 
make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. When he heard me 
scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 
 
She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: “That 
Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as I screamed for 
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 
 
When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated 
me,” he burned with anger. Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where 
the king’s prisoners were confined. 
 



But while Joseph was there in the prison, The Lord was with him; he showed him kindness 
and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge 
of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. The 
warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph 
and gave him success in whatever he did.     -Genesis 39:1-23 
 
Wow!  That’s really intense.  Joseph was in a tight spot where he could have given in and done the 
wrong thing.  He made the right choice again and again because he didn’t want to sin against God.  
He also was honoring his master Potiphar who gave him rules that Joseph wanted to follow.  Those 
rules made by God were to protect Joseph and the marriage of Potiphar.  Joseph made sure not to 
cross that line. 
 
You might never be in an exact spot like Joseph, but you can take a page out of his book when you 
are faced with your own challenges.  You see God made rules that will help you live a life that 
pleases God and people.  
 
Joseph did the right thing even though it cost him his job and his freedom.  He knew that doing the 
right thing was always the right thing to do.  God would end up providing for Joseph in all kinds of 
ways because of Joseph’s love of God. 
 
As Christians we need to also look to the interest of others.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
           -Philippians 2:3-7 
 
Joseph was looking beyond selfish temptations and was acting in the best interest of Potiphar, his 
wife, himself all while following God’s way.  We should be like Joseph and do our best to help others 
to do the right thing, while doing the right thing ourselves. 
 
That doesn’t always end up well.  Your friends might still choose to make the wrong choice.  They 
might even end up getting mad at you.  Still, just like Joseph, we need to seek to honor God and 
follow His commands. 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

 Think of a time when you chose to do the right thing even though it was hard.  What helped 
you make the right decision? 
 

 What kind of temptations are you being faced with right now? 
 

o How can God help you? 
  

o How can you be an example for others? 


