
Starlight Station: Don’t be Jelly! 
Bible Passages: Genesis 37:12-36; Proverbs 14:30 
Bottom Line: Servant leaders want others to succeed! 
 
Last week we talked about Joseph’s words.  He told them the truth, but he didn’t think about how that 
truth might be perceived.  Maybe he was a bit prideful, maybe he wanted to rub it their faces.  Those 
words are on him.   
 
This week we’ll talk about Joseph’s actions that will be on them.  Let’s read exactly what happened: 
 
Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, and Israel said to 
Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going 
to send you to them.”  “Very well,” he replied. 
 
So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring 
word back to me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. 
 
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him wandering around in the fields and asked 
him, “What are you looking for?”  He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me 
where they are grazing their flocks?” 
“They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” 
 
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. But they saw him in the 
distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.  “Here comes that dreamer!” 
they said to each other. “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and 
say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 
 
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he 
said.  “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a 
hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. 
 
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was 
wearing— and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was 
no water in it. 
 
As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their 
way to take them down to Egypt. 
 
Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 
Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our 
brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. So when the Midianite merchants 
came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels[b] 
of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 
 
When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 
He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where can I turn now?” 
 
Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. They took 
the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is 
your son’s robe.” 
 



He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. 
Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” 
 
Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. All his 
sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I 
will continue to mourn until I join my son in the grave.” So his father wept for him. 
 
Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the 
captain of the guard.        - Genesis 37:12-36 
 
Was Joseph wrong with how he told his brothers?  Yes.  But plotting to kill your brother and then 
selling him into slavery was WRONG!  On top of that they lied to their father about Joseph being 
dead.  But why would they do that?  Sure, brothers and sisters have their fair share of sibling rivalry; 
this is ridiculous.  Why did they do this to Joseph?  It’s the same reason for why Cane killed his 
brother Abel, jealousy. 
 
Simply put, they didn’t want their brother to succeed.  Joseph succeeding meant that they would have 
to bow down to him and serve him.  They couldn’t have that.  They wouldn’t have that.  Joseph 
already had the affections of their father and a fancy coat for all the world to see it.  They were 
jealous and green with envy.  That jealousy can cause people to do some really awful things. 
 
Jealousy, envy and coveting all stem from the fact that someone else has something that you want.  
That can be a material thing like the newest gadget or coolest clothes.  It can be a status thing, like 
they got a job you wanted or the role in the play you desired.  It can also be a talent they possess, like 
their athleticism or musical talents. 
 
God doesn’t want us to live our lives full of jealousy, envy and coveting others.  In fact God made it a 
commandment for us not to.   
 
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”   

-Exodus 20:17 
 
God knows that if we constantly want what others have then we miss out on the life that God intends 
US to live!  The truth is that God made you different than anyone else.  God’s plans for you are 
unique and not for anyone else.  God made you to be you.  When we want someone else’s life it hurts 
God and it hurts us. 
 
A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. - Proverbs 14:30 
 
Jealousy has a way of eating at you.  It can cause you to get lost in someone else’s life.  Remember 
that God made you for being you and not to live your life as someone else.  He knows that can be 
exhausting.  God instead desires that we are at peace with who we are.  Don’t waste your time on 
jealousy, envy and coveting others.  Use that time to live the life God has in mind for YOU! 

 
QUESTIONS: 

 How much time do you spend being jealous, envious or covetous of other people? 

 In what ways are you jealous of others? 

 What can you do to not be jealous of others and be at peace? 


