
Once Upon a Parable: Lamps and Light 

Bible: Matthew 5:14-16; Mark 4:21-25 
Main Point: We as Christians are to show the light of Jesus 

 
I once worked in an old limestone mine in the hills of Pennsylvania.  The mines were 

about one mile by one mile underground inside of these massive hills.  As I was being 
hired, they took me out to one of the undeveloped parts of the mine.  They wanted me 

to know what it would be like if the power would go out and to prepare myself for if that 
were to ever happen.  They counted down from 5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1- Off. 

 
It was black and dark and strange.  It was so dark that I couldn’t see anything.  I had a 

watch at the time that had a little light on it.  I turned it on to see what it would do.  
NOTHING.  It was on, but made no difference in what I could see.  My senses were off 

and I felt disoriented.  I didn’t like it.  I was helpless, I was hopeless.  Without the light I 
was lost. 

 

They told me that the lights would be off for 5 minutes.  It seemed like an eternity.  
After 5 minutes, the lights came back on and I was able to find my way back.  Luckily 

during the time I worked there, the lights never came off. 
 

Light is something we need.  It allows us to see what’s out there, what’s in front of us 
and we can avoid running into things.  Light reveals secrets and guides us. 

 
The bible talks a lot about light.  Here are two examples: 

 
 Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”   

 
 John 1:1-5 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him 

was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
 

Jesus talks about light and the lamps that cast the light in two parables that we’ll take a 
look at this week.  Each time He tells us about the lamp and the light, Jesus gives us 

insight into who God is, who we are and what God’s Kingdom is all about.  Both of these 
parables use the lamp and the light, but can tell us different things.  Let’s take a look at 

each one and break down what Jesus was trying to tell us. 
 
The Lamp - Matthew 5:14-16 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither 

do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 

and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 

in heaven. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+5:14-16
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html


A lighthouse’s purpose is to alert boats on the seas to where there are dangerous and 

rocky shores.  In the same way Jesus is calling for those who have the light to “shine 
before others”, like a lighthouse.  But the questions remains, what might the light be? 

It says that “you” are the light, but there must be a source of that light, a reason to 
shine.   

 
That source and reason is called the Gospel.  That Gospel is the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  It’s the good news that Jesus is God’s Son who came to earth to show us how to 
live being fully God and fully man.  Jesus lived a perfect life so that He could be the 

perfect sacrifice for us.  That sacrifice paid for all of our sins so that sin doesn’t separate 
us from God.  The good news that Jesus didn’t stay dead and that He is risen from the 

dead and is now in heaven preparing a place for us. 
 

That is the message of hope and light that we are to take to the tallest hills for all to 
see.  We are to be the ones who tell everyone about our incredible God.  It’s not to be 

hidden or be ashamed of.  It is the light that all people need to navigate through the 

darkness. 

The Lamp - Mark 4:21-25 

He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? 

Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden is meant to be 

disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. 

If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.” “Consider carefully what you hear,” 

he continued. “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you—and even 

more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what they 

have will be taken from them.” 

Jesus does not want God’s message to be hidden.  It might seem that Jesus was talking 

in parables in order to make things more difficult for people to understand.  It is the 
exact opposite!  People can learn more from a story or an example than they can from 

someone telling them that same thing. 
 

Jesus of Nazareth was a master storyteller, and many of his most well known teachings 
were given in the form of parables. These were short fictional stories that appear simple 

but are packed with many layers of meaning. Most teachers use stories to make 
complex topics clear, to make difficult ideas more understandable. But, when Jesus was 

once asked by his disciples why he told so many parables, he gave an answer that has 
puzzled many readers: "To you all the secret of the Kingdom of God has been given; but 

to those on the outside, everything comes in parables, so that even though they might 
see, they will not perceive, and even though they might hear, they will not 

understand..." (Mark 4:11-12).  

 
In other words, Jesus told parables with a dual purpose: to make the arrival of God's 

kingdom clear to some, but unclear to others. His parables both reveal and conceal his 
message. Now, that may strike some of us as a strange way to spread your message: 

"let me be as unclear as possible." But, when we take the historical context of Jesus' 
mission seriously, and when we understand that Jesus told parables because he saw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XX-aAg4_U2Q&t=251s


himself in the tradition of Israel's prophets, things do get more clear. First, Jesus said 

his mission was to announce the arrival of God's reign to Israel, in order to bring the 
story of their covenant with God to its climax. Jesus' message both critiqued the power 

brokers in Jerusalem, and bypassed them in renewing the people of Israel outside of 
their most cherished institution of the temple. People were hailing him as the "anointed 

one" (i.e. the Messiah), which put him on a collision course with the "anointed" high 
priest in Jerusalem.  

 
So, Jesus needed a communication strategy that would spread his message and 

movement while also delaying any potential conflict. And parables were the perfect 
vehicle. To those who were compelled by Jesus already, these stories about birds and 

seed and farmers and vineyards were perfectly clear: God's kingdom was arriving 
through Jesus, and was taking a surprising form that both shocked people and seemed 

the fitting fulfillment of Israel's story. But to those who opposed Jesus, they would seem 
like the idle ponderings of an irresponsible itinerant teacher who was leading Israel 

astray.  

 
But Jesus' parables weren't simply a diversion tactic, they also packed a powerful 

message for those who understood that he was renewing the ancient vocation of Israel's 
prophets. They too used the power of prophetic poetry, metaphor, and parable to 

provoke Israel's imagination, to see that God was truly at work in their midst doing a 
new thing to restore his kingdom on earth as in heaven.  

 
Jesus' parable were invitations to see God's kingdom in a new way, and so they 

stimulate the imagination much more than they make everything clear. Jesus wasn't 
primarily trying to communication a body of information, rather he was trying to prod 

and poke and provoke Israel to respond to him. The parables, then, are not short 
narrative lessons in morality and religion. They are one the primary ways that Jesus 

invited people to see the arrival of God's kingdom with fresh eyes, so that they get up 
and respond, and follow him.  –Bible Project 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XX-aAg4_U2Q&t=33s 
 

So, our job is to listen to these parables and to apply them to our lives as much as 
possible.  Jesus wants these stories to make an impact on your life and cause you to 

make changes.  What changes will you make today? 
 

QUESTIONS: 
 

 Have you ever had a time when it was so dark that you couldn’t see?  
o How were you able to get out of that situation? 

o How did that make you feel to be in the dark and then out of the dark? 
 What does Jesus mean to not hide the light? 

 When have you tried to put that light under a bowl, or hide it? 
 How can you make sure that others can see your light? 

 What do these parables tell us about… 

o God 
o Us 

o God’s Kingdom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XX-aAg4_U2Q&t=33s

