
Once Upon a Parable:  You’ve Got Talent 
Bible: Matthew 25:14-30 
Main Point: Our Talents Need to be Used for God and His Kingdom 
 
Stewardship is the system by which God involves us in His Work, the way God draws us 
into a working relationship with Himself. The story of the prodigal son is an example of 
poor stewardship. Read the story in Luke 15. We did this in lesson 3, “Jacob and the 
Prodigal.  The son used his father's resources as if they were his own. God rewards 
faithful management of His resources. 
 
Jesus told this story, Ten Talents or Gold Coins - Matthew 25:14-30 
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to 
another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man 
who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained 
five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man 
who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. 

“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he 
said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 

“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 
bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 

“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that 
you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, 
here is what belongs to you.’ 

“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have 
not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put 
my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it 
back with interest. 

“‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. For whoever 
has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what they have will be taken from them. And throw that worthless servant outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+25:14-30
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+25:14-30


This parable makes it clear on the ownership of the talents.  Talents are used as a 
measurement of money here, however it also applies to the talents and abilities that you 
have.  You might have many gifts and talents, or feel like you don’t have many at all.  
Whatever you have, is given to you by God Himself.  Our God gives good gifts to us for 
us to use for Him and not for ourselves.   
 
Watch this video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj78IKXo-CI 
 
Everyone does not have the same talents and abilities – and that is as it should be.  Our 
God is creative and displays a wonderful variety in the different people He creates; all 
with different talents, gifts and physical characteristics.  That allows different people to 
be involved doing God’s work and share responsibilities according to who can do what 
the best. 
 
We are all only accountable for the things we can do, but each of us can add to our 
abilities by putting to work the things we already know how to do and learning to do 
other things.  For example, I, (Ben) was not always very good at public speaking.  I 
would mix my words, stutter, and forget what I was going to say.  I really wanted to be 
able to get in front of people and tell them about God, but it didn’t start off as a natural 
thing for me. 
 
Slowly throughout my life, God kept giving me opportunities to us my gifts and talents 
like sports, drama, teaching, and music.  As I honored God with the talents I had at the 
opportunities He provided, I felt God developing those talents. 
 
I still feel God molding me and my gifts and talents.  Right now I’m growing in the talent 
of filming and video editing. It’s amazing to see how God works down the stream of your 
life to prepare you to carry out His work! 
 
Here are some questions for you to think about and talk over with people who know you 
well.  Be honest and allow the other person to be honest. 
 

1. What gifts and talents that you feel you have?  Have a parent or someone who 
knows you well to write down your gifts and talents from their perspective.  If 
you’re having trouble, think about the things you like to do. 
 

2. How can those talents be used not for you, but for God?  How could you use those 
gifts/talents at home/school/church/activities? 
 

3. What happened to the servant that buried the talents?   
a. Why do you think the master was angry with them for doing that? 
b. Do you have a talent that you are keeping buried right now? 

 
4. Who can you encourage this week to let their talents shine for God.  How do you 

think you can do that? 
  

God’s Kingdom is filled with amazing and talented people just like you.  All God asks of 
us is that we use the gifts/talents He gives us for Him and not for ourselves.  When we 
do, we’ll see God’s Kingdom grow! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj78IKXo-CI

