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6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square 
of the city in front of the king’s gate, 7 and Mordecai 
told him all that had happened to him, and the exact 
sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into 
the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8 
Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree 
issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show 
it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to 
go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on 
behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and told 
Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke 
to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and 
say, 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the 
king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes 
to the king inside the inner court without being called, 
there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one 
to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that 
he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to 
come in to the king these thirty days.” 12 And they told 
Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told 
them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that 
in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the 
other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, 
but you and your father’s house will perish. And who 
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for 

such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther told them to reply 
to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found 
in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat 
or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young 
women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, 
though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.”… 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor 
in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my 
life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my 
request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to 
be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we 
had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would 
have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared 
with the loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said 
to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has 
dared to do this?” 6 And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! 
This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before 
the king and the queen. … 10 So they hanged Haman 
on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 
Then the wrath of the king abated. 1 On that day King 
Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, 
the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the 
king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 2 And 
the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken 
from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman.

Scripture

Esther 4:6-16; 
7:3-6; 7:10-8:2
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Unit .18

Session .01

God Saves 
His People 
Through a 
Queen

Intro Options

Option 1

The family road trip is an experience. There’s something about the intimacy of journeying together that 
is beautiful and powerful enough to help parents endure endless are-we-there-yets and off-schedule 
bathroom breaks. Additionally, there’s something exhilarating about waking everyone up from their 
monotony-induced slumber for the last stretch of the drive. Even though the driver has been subjected 
to a combo of backseat driving, expressions of frustration regarding the route, and some rough highways, 
it’s worth it. The bond the journey creates and the arrival at the planned destination allow people to 
endure and enjoy the inconveniences that road trips have.

• What has been your most memorable and enjoyable road trip? 
What made it so?

God desires to journey with His people in life, and as with the family road trip, this road of salvation 
is not absent of trials. It’s a road that easily could leave the human heart questioning the goodness of 
God’s heart and the power of God’s hand. But this journey with Christ creates an intimacy with God 
that we would not know otherwise.

The Book of Esther relates a tough journey with God that is full of truth and beauty. In this story we see the 
nature and necessity of risk regarding salvation. We see the tension between our timing and the timeliness 
of God. We also see a multifaceted picture of salvation as God works out His plans through human actions. 

Option 2

What happens when we fail to follow instructions? Maybe we make a lower grade, lose privileges, get 
“grounded,” lose a game, or hurt someone we love. If we obey, maybe we risk losing friendships or 
popularity, but if we don’t obey the consequences are far greater. 

• When have you taken a risk to obey? When have you seen negative 
consequences in your life when you failed to obey?

Esther faced a similar situation. As we will see momentarily, Esther had a difficult choice before her, one 
that could cost her life. However, as we will see, God placed Esther exactly where He wanted her for that 
moment in time. He does the same with us today. 

• Where has God placed you to serve for the time being? How do you 
see Him working through you in that situation?

 

Main Point:
God is at work even 

when we cannot 
see His plan.
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Read Esther 4:6-11.

During the reign of Cyrus, the Jews were allowed to return to their homeland, but not everyone did so. Around fifty 
years later, Mordecai and his niece, Hadassah, or Esther, were living in the capital city of Susa, deep in the Persian 
Empire. Through God’s providence, Esther was taken by King Ahasuerus as his new queen, and for her safety, it 
remained hidden that she was a Jew (Esth. 1–2). 

Upon hearing of Haman’s plan for the extermination of the Jews, which had been sanctioned by the king, Mordecai 
wept and mourned in the streets at the King’s Gate (Esth. 4:1-3). He needed to grab Esther’s attention and to propose 
a plan for their salvation, and once she noticed Mordecai, she sent an attendant to find out what was wrong.

When Esther received the plan, she was immediately confronted with her risk. No other Jew had her access or 
relationship to the king, so she was the best candidate to secure the Jews’ survival. However, the king was not aware 
that she was a Jew, so she would be exposing herself as one. Furthermore, to enter into the presence of the king 
without an invitation was to invite death upon yourself. Certainly she had great fear for the risks she was facing, but 
there was also a great opportunity for faith standing in front of her. 

Risk invites great discomfort as well as great faith. For Esther, the pathway to her people’s rescue ran directly through 
her risk. That’s God’s standard operating procedure. The salvation of God’s people comes with great risk and through 
great faith. The greater the salvation, the greater the risk. 

• What is the difference between a healthy and unhealthy risk? Give 
an example. 

• Why do you think some people are prone to avoid all types of risks? Why is 
this impossible to actually achieve?

It would have been easy for Esther to take comfort in her safety in the palace. Who would want to risk their comfort 
for the potential of death? The pull of comfort is amplified in the face of great risk, but the power and work of God 
can overcome the most desperate situations in front or inside of us.

Esther was being asked, even called, to take a courageous risk and exhibit a better comfort that would come from 
entrusting herself into the hands of God. Her risk would be noble and beautiful because it wasn’t only for her own 
sake but for the sake of her people. She would need to forego the comfort of the palace and her privilege to identify 
with her people while death hung over their heads.

• What are some examples of people taking risks to follow Christ? When have 
you had to risk your own welfare in doing what God called you to do?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 80, DDG)

God’s Plan and Human Action
God’s sovereignty over all of life encompasses the free actions of human beings. 
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many plans are in a man’s heart, but the Lord’s decree will 
prevail.” In ways we are unable to comprehend fully, the Lord’s plan goes forward 
through the choices of human beings as moral agents. Even freely chosen sinful 
actions are factored into God’s overarching plan, as is the case with the crucifixion 
of Jesus—an event both purposed by God through foreknowledge and yet also 
carried out by the wicked decisions of human beings (Acts 2:23). Knowing that 
God is working all things for the good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28), we 
trust in His promise to fulfill His plan, even when we do not understand our 
present circumstances.

Esther 4

1-7. In our journey through the Bible, we have seen how the Babylonian and Assyrian empires took God’s people 
into exile. As the Persian Empire spread across the world, it became more and more difficult for God’s people to 
maintain their Jewish identity. There were many Jews who questioned or lost their faith during these times. But God 
had promised to maintain a remnant of His people, and so faithful Jews passed down their heritage and faith to new 
generations of children. 

Esther was one such child. She was an orphan—raised by her cousin Mordecai. In addition to her difficult family 
situation, Esther belonged to an immigrant family, which meant she was part of a religious, racial, and cultural 
minority. The dominant culture in Persia was so unfriendly to Jews that Mordecai and Esther felt the need to hide 
their cultural identity. Esther knew what it meant to be an outsider.

Esther was taken from Mordecai as a young girl. Selected for her physical beauty and exploited by King Xerxes, the 
world’s most powerful ruler at the time, she was forced into marriage to a violent and unstable man. 

One of Xerxes’ closest advisers, Hamaan, hated Mordecai and he hated the Jews. Hamaan convinced the king that the 
resistance of some Jews to embrace Persian culture was a threat to the Persian way of life. So he used his proximity to 
the king to provoke him into signing an edict that called for the extermination of the Jewish people throughout the 
Persian Empire. The date was set when the Persian military and citizenry would be mobilized to kill Jews in every city 
and province in the kingdom (Esth. 3:8-13). 

Mordecai, Esther, and the Jewish people faced certain doom. There appeared to be no way out and no way to change 
their circumstances. They grieved and agonized for themselves and their people. Yet God had a plan, and they all had 
a part to play. 

COMMENTARY

Main Point:
God is at work even 

when we cannot 
see His plan.
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Read Esther 4:12-16.

Mordecai and Esther seemed to find themselves in the right places at the right times, and what seemed like 
happenstance on the surface was actually the hand of God. Beautiful Esther came of age at the time when the king 
of Persia was looking for a new queen, and he found one in Esther, whom he loved (Esth. 2:1-18). Dutiful Mordecai 
happened to find himself in a position to overhear a plot to kill the king. Through his connection with Esther, he was 
able to warn the king and thwart the plans for his assassination. But now facing extermination, Mordecai saw Esther’s 
position as the wise and timely hand of God at work for the salvation of the Jewish people (4:14).

The outworking of the hand of God in the present often looks like happenstance, but in hindsight we see His wisdom, 
rule, and care. God arranged for Mordecai to be honored for saving the king at a time and in a way that dealt a 
crushing blow to wicked Haman’s pride and plan, all part of God’s masterful rescue. God was actively working with 
and through His people to accomplish His plans. Mordecai affirmed his faith in God’s rule when he declared the 
certainty of deliverance for the Jewish people, whether or not Esther acted (4:13-14). So Esther called for a fast so 
the Jews could seek the face of God for the favor of God (4:16). Even in exile and under oppression for their sins, the 
people collectively cried out in hope that the God who sees, hears, and cares would rescue them, and He did. 

• How have you seen God’s wisdom, rule, and care displayed in the 
circumstances of your life?

Read Esther 7:3-6,10–8:2

The conclusion of Esther’s story is filled with abundant grace. The bare minimum for a happy ending would have 
been the safety of Esther and her people, even as slaves. But after finding favor with the king in approaching him 
and making her requests to him, the pagan king of Persia responded graciously (Esth. 5; 7). He punished Haman, 
destroying the architect of the Jews’ destruction, and then he promoted both Esther and Mordecai within the 
kingdom (Esth. 8). Finally, he paved the way for Esther and Mordecai to protect their people, granting Mordecai 
the signet ring that in the hands of Haman had sealed the Jews’ death warrant. With the ring, Mordecai turned the 
tables on the Jews’ enemies, giving the Jews the freedom to defend themselves and to destroy their attackers, which 
they did (Esth. 8–9). 

Neither Esther nor Mordecai asked for the riches they received, but the king saw fit within his power and generosity 
to pour out grace upon them, which was actually God working in the shadows of this pagan king’s heart. These 
abundant blessings extended past this moment and continued for the rest of their lives and for the benefit of countless 
others (Esth. 10). Similarly, God blesses us beyond the bare minimum in the gospel. At the cross of Christ, Jesus 
emptied sin and death of its power. But He doesn’t just pay our debt, He gives us new and eternal life (Rom. 6:4). By 
faith in Him, we receive a tremendous outpouring of grace for all of our lives and for the benefit of countless others 
as we share this good news.

• How have you been blessed by the grace of God for the benefit of others?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 82, DDG)  Christ Connection

The command to kill all the Jews threatened the fulfillment of God’s promise of 
a Messiah King who would bring the blessing given to Abraham to the world. 
God brought salvation to His people through Esther, who interceded for them at 
great risk to her own life. God would provide a greater salvation—from sin and 
death—through Jesus who interceded for us and laid down His life on our behalf. 
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Esther 4

14. Throughout the Bible, God’s sovereignty is displayed alongside the actions of people. In other words, God works 
in and through human choices to accomplish His purposes. This principle is woven throughout Esther’s account. 
Neither Esther nor Mordecai attained their positions of access to political power by accident. God put them there on 
purpose. Even though God had “appointed” Esther to be queen, she still had to make a personal choice to exercise 
faith and courage in order to fulfill her part in God’s plan. This was her “defining moment” as an individual, and her 
choices carried massive consequences that extended far beyond what she could possibly imagine. Her life was at stake, 
but so was the fate of Jewish people everywhere.

What would have happened if Esther had failed the test? Would her disobedience have crippled God’s ability to carry 
out His rescue plan for His people? No, because God’s promise to preserve His people did not depend on Esther. 
That’s why Mordecai had faith that God would intervene by some other method if Esther did not step up. Even so, 
Esther did not shrink back—she did not fail the test. And God used her in a powerful way.

15-16. Esther was willing to risk it all for the sake of her people. Now, we’d like to think that God’s people always 
win. After all, when David took a risk, God helped him and David killed Goliath. Elijah risked his life, but God 
showed up and humiliated the false prophets of Baal. Gideon took risks, as did Jehoshaphat, Daniel, Deborah, and 
many other great people of the Bible. All of them turned out to be winners like Esther. We like telling those stories 
after we know the happy ending. 

But do we adequately contemplate what those men and women, both young and old, faced? Do we forget they didn’t 
know the end of the story? The fear, the doubts, the shaky faith, the urge to turn back—those feelings were as real 
for them as they often are for us. If we choose to go all in with God—to follow Him no matter what the cost—we 
have to acknowledge the possibility of real loss. When we read the Bible, we also see the stories of Stephen (stoned to 
death), the prophets (ignored, marginalized, killed), the disciples (mostly martyred), and Jesus (crucified).  

But God has a way of taking everything we are—our personalities, our experiences, our gifts and talents, our 
“baggage,” our hopes, our faith—and redeeming it all. Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead so that 
God could take broken people like us and make us useful for Him.

COMMENTARY

(p. 82, DDG)  Christ Connection

The command to kill all the Jews threatened the fulfillment of God’s promise of 
a Messiah King who would bring the blessing given to Abraham to the world. 
God brought salvation to His people through Esther, who interceded for them at 
great risk to her own life. God would provide a greater salvation—from sin and 
death—through Jesus who interceded for us and laid down His life on our behalf. 

Main Point:
God is at work even 

when we cannot 
see His plan.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How does Esther’s story strengthen your confidence that God is near and cares 
for you? 

When have you felt like you were put somewhere “for such a time as this” to do 
God’s will? 

Heart

What does Esther’s story teach us about waiting patiently? 

What does waiting patiently say about our faith? 

Hands

How might the story of Esther challenge the way you live this week? 
 

Like Esther and Mordecai, how will you take risks in your own life for God’s glory 
and the good of others?  
 

Our Mission 
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Head

In many ways the Book of Esther resembles our lives. We may find it hard to identify with the miraculous “God-
encounters” of Abraham or Moses. We haven’t seen fire fall from the sky like Elijah. We haven’t killed a giant in battle 
like David. But many of us have felt marginalized and forgotten like Esther. And because of that, her life story shows 
us that in the midst of the chaotic, difficult, and overwhelming circumstances of life, we are not alone. God is there 
with power and a plan and a part for us to play. In fact, God had orchestrated the events of her life—even the sad, 
tragic, and terrible moments—so that she would be in a position to make a difference for His sake. 

The Bible indicates that God is doing the same in all of our lives. God is weaving the events of our lives—even the 
difficult and painful ones—to prepare us and position us for usefulness in His kingdom. Yet we still have to make 
real choices that really matter. And our decision to be obedient, faithful, and to seize our defining moments can have 
ripples and consequences far beyond what we can see or imagine.

Heart

Waiting provides a window into our hearts and an opportunity to exercise faith, and Esther demonstrated what 
waiting well looks like. After hearing back from Mordecai, Esther determined to go to the king, even if it was against 
the law to do so, but she waited for three days. In her waiting, she wasn’t attempting to force God’s hand but to seek 
His face. To this end, she called for a fast. Often when we think of fasting, we lock in what we’re abstaining from but 
not what we’re chasing after. At every passing meal time, Esther and the people were reminded that it is God, not 
bread, who sustains life, so they were compelled to ask Him to sustain theirs through a miraculous rescue.

Hands

Though her story sounds like a fairy tale, we must resist the urge to put Esther in some fantastical world, removing 
her from reality. She was a minority woman from an oppressed people in a foreign place facing real danger. Yet she 
helped to deliver her people from death, and her story was recorded as a God-breathed book in the Scriptures. In 
a grander way, she stood in the shadow of the cross pointing to an even better rescue and rescuer—Jesus. At the 
pleasure of her king, Esther survived; at the pleasure of His Father, Jesus was crushed for our sake (Isa. 53:10-12). 
Esther risked her life for her people; Jesus laid His life down for the salvation of sinners. In the fullness of time, great 
grace was shown to us in Christ. Will you believe in Him? Will you celebrate and praise Him? Will you share Him 
with others, even if that comes with great risk? 

Main Point:
God is at work even when we 

cannot see His plan.
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6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the 
city in front of the king’s gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all 
that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that 
Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the 
destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy 
of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, 
that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and 
command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead 
with him on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and 
told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke 
to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and 
say, 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s 
provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king 
inside the inner court without being called, there is but one 
law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king 
holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for 
me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty 
days.” 12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 
13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not 
think to yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any 
more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at 
this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. 
And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 

for such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther told them to reply 
to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 
Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink 
for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also 
fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against 
the law, and if I perish, I perish.”… 3 Then Queen Esther 
answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if 
it please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and 
my people for my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If 
we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would 
have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with 
the loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 
Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do 
this?” 6 And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked 
Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the 
queen. … 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that 
he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king 
abated. 1 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther 
the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai 
came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to 
her. 2 And the king took off his signet ring, which he had 
taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman.

Scripture

Esther 4:6-16; 
7:3-6; 7:10-8:2

Unit .18

Session .01

God Saves His 
People Through 
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God’s Plan and 
Human Action

God’s sovereignty over all of life encompasses 
the free actions of human beings. 
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many plans are in a 
man’s heart, but the Lord’s decree will prevail.” 
In ways we are unable to comprehend fully, 
the Lord’s plan goes forward through the 
choices of human beings as moral agents. 
Even freely chosen sinful actions are factored 
into God’s overarching plan, as is the case 
with the crucifixion of Jesus—an event both 
purposed by God through foreknowledge and 
yet also carried out by the wicked decisions 
of human beings (Acts 2:23). Knowing that 
God is working all things for the good of 
those who love Him (Rom. 8:28), we trust in 
His promise to fulfill His plan, even when we 
do not understand our present circumstances.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What is the difference between a healthy and unhealthy risk? Give 
an example. 

Why do you think some people 
are prone to avoid all types of 
risks? Why is this impossible to 
actually achieve?
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God’s Plan and 
Human Action

God’s sovereignty over all of life encompasses 
the free actions of human beings. 
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many plans are in a 
man’s heart, but the Lord’s decree will prevail.” 
In ways we are unable to comprehend fully, 
the Lord’s plan goes forward through the 
choices of human beings as moral agents. 
Even freely chosen sinful actions are factored 
into God’s overarching plan, as is the case 
with the crucifixion of Jesus—an event both 
purposed by God through foreknowledge and 
yet also carried out by the wicked decisions 
of human beings (Acts 2:23). Knowing that 
God is working all things for the good of 
those who love Him (Rom. 8:28), we trust in 
His promise to fulfill His plan, even when we 
do not understand our present circumstances.

How have you seen God’s wisdom, rule, and care displayed in the circumstances 
of your life?

What are some examples of people taking risks to follow Christ? When have 
you had to risk your own welfare in doing what God called you to do?

Main Point
God is at work even when 

we cannot see His plan.
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His Story

How have you been blessed by the grace of God for the benefit of others?

Christ Connection

The command to kill all the Jews threatened the fulfillment of God’s 
promise of a Messiah King who would bring the blessing given to 
Abraham to the world. God brought salvation to His people through 
Esther, who interceded for them at great risk to her own life. God 
would provide a greater salvation—from sin and death—through Jesus 
who interceded for us and laid down His life on our behalf.
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Our Mission

Head

How does Esther’s story strengthen your confidence that God is near and 
cares for you?

When have you felt like you were put somewhere “for such a time as this” 
to do God’s will?

Heart

What does Esther’s story teach us about waiting patiently? 

What does waiting patiently say about our faith?

Hands

How might the story of Esther challenge the way you live this week? 

Like Esther and Mordecai, how will you take risks in your own life for God’s 
glory and the good of others?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

This psalm is a statement of the faithfulness of God 
and an invitation to respond to His faithfulness 
with patient waiting, even in tough circumstances. 
But waiting patiently is not waiting idly—David 
was seeking God, and God responded (v. 1). God’s 
response wasn’t immediate, given that David had 
to wait. Neither was the delay the result of God 
ignoring David. David knew who God is and 
trusted His care for him (v. 17). He declared that his 
waiting patiently was not a testament to his personal 
strength but confidence in his trustworthy God. 

Patience is a gift no one seems to want but God 
is eager to give. Patience is rooted in the reality 
and grows in the faith that while we are limited, 
God is not. Therefore, we must acknowledge our 
limitations by adopting a posture and ethic of not 
forcing what we desperately want but trusting God 
to provide what we absolutely need. God is wise 
and merciful; His holy character and ability are 
worthy of our faith and patience.

How is God’s past faithfulness 
cultivating present patience in 
your life?

Day 1

Psalm 
40
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God’s powerful and guiding hand and activity in 
the affairs of all history can be unsettling at times. 
This feeling of angst may come from wrestling 
with whether or not God’s guiding hand is good 
all the time in all siutations. The story of Esther 
is a powerful reminder that God is faithful for 
His glory and our good. God was setting up the 
work of redemption for the Jews before the need 
of rescue was even realized. God was orchestrating 
experiences of good before the encounters with evil 
took place. His hand was good before and even in 
environments of evil. What would have been seen 
as random blessings in real time are seen clearly 
from the perspective of hindsight as the very things 
God would use to accomplish His saving work. 

This reality invites us to cultivate confidence in 
knowing God is working for our good in ways we 
can’t yet see or understand. Furthermore, we should 
be motivated to deepen present faithfulness because 
in doing so we honor God in the here and now. 

How can you focus on the 
goodness of God and cultivate 
present faithfulness in light of 
His sovereignty?

Day 2

Esther 
1:1-3:15

Thus far, Esther’s identity as a Jew had remained 
hidden at the command of Mordecai (2:10). 
Concealing her identity had cost her nothing in the 
presence of the king, but revealing it, as Mordecai 
later requested, could cost her life. Certainly 
she could’ve gone as just Esther, but there was 
something powerful and personal about going 
before the king not just as Esther the Queen but 
as Hadassah the Jew. There’s a power associated 
with personalized intercession. In fact, intercession 
involves a willingness to identify with others. Esther 
chose to share in the fate of the Jews—“Spare us,” 
she pleaded, not just, “Spare them.” Whenever 
God calls someone to go on behalf of another, 
it’s not in a detached theoretical way devoid of 
intimacy or risk; rather, it involves authentic 
relational identification. We see this with Jesus in 
His identification through incarnation. With us it 
must be no different as we intercede for the lost.

How can you better identify with 
the people on whose behalf you 
are interceding?

Day 3

Esther 
4:1–6:14

UNIT 18  |  SESSION 1  |  85



Haman’s evil plan was about to be unleashed, which 
would result in the Jews being wiped off the face 
of the earth. God’s people were on the proverbial 
ropes, teetering on the precipice of extinction. But 
God was not unaware of His people’s plight. All 
the while, God had been providentially working 
to position Joseph, the son who was believed to 
be dead, in a position of influence to intercede 
for his family and spare them from death. In the 
same way, although He is not mentioned directly 
in the Book of Esther, God was at work once more. 
God was aware of Haman’s edict, and He worked 
providentially to place Mordecai and Esther in 
positions of influence to intercede for their people 
and spare them from death. 

Neither Pharaoh in Egypt nor Haman in Persia 
would stop God’s plan; indeed, neither could. 
God’s sovereign work is unstoppable. He would 
provide His Son, Jesus, to make intercession for 
people through His death and resurrection so we 
might find eternal life.

In what ways might God be 
positioning you to intercede for 
others through prayer and sharing 
the gospel?

Day 4

Esther 
7:1–10:3

Waiting is an exercise and expression of dependence 
because your actions are tied to those of another. 
That dynamic often produces an experience of 
frustration and anxiety in the heart. Yet Isaiah 26:3-4 
says there’s a different experience available for people 
who are dependent on the Lord—a promise of 
peace. God’s peace is perfect, providing everything 
necessary for continued focus as we live with and 
for Him. This peace doesn’t come from the absence 
of anxiety but from an active pursuit of God. 
God’s peace is granted to those with an active and 
intentional resolve to depend on Him, not those 
with a passive circumstantial resignation. God’s 
immutability—He is unchanging, unwavering, 
an everlasting rock—provides a solid foundation 
for us to rest on. This promise of God’s peace is 
available to all who desire it and who come to Him 
in faith, namely, to those who have come to God 
through faith in Jesus Christ (Phil. 4:7). 

In what situations do you actively 
need to place faith in the person 
of Jesus to experience God’s 
perfect peace?

Day 5

Isaiah 
26
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