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JESUS AT THE BEACH: Calling of the First Disciples 
Bible Passages: Matthew 4:18-20 
Bottom Line: Jesus is calling us to be a part of something big, and you're invited!  

 
Jesus had many powerful encounters with his disciples. Many of these life-changing moments took 
place at or near a beach. "Jesus at the Beach” is a summer series that highlights some of these 
encounters - and gives preteens a chance to have their own, life-changing encounter with "Jesus at 
the Beach". 
 
When Jesus first began his public ministry, he set out to find disciples who would follow him 
throughout his ministry. Jesus headed down to the beach and invited fishermen to join his ministry. 
These fishermen later became leaders of the Christian faith. Their first step, however, was to accept 
Jesus' invitation. 
 
Let’s read Matthew 4:18-20.  “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left 
their nets and followed him.” 
 
Jesus was walking on the beach one morning.  It was early morning and the sun was beginning to 
rise. Can you picture it? Jesus heard the waves of the ocean, smelled the salt in the air.  Then Jesus 
saw two brothers fishing in the distance. 
 
Now, Simon a.k.a Peter and Andrew were working hard as fishermen.  Being a fisherman is hard 
work; you have to wake up early, carry dead fish everywhere and you begin to smell like dead fish. 
Well, anyway, Andrew and Simon a.k.a. Peter were throwing their fishing nets into the water.  As they 
were hard at work, Jesus walked up to them. 
 
Now Jesus didn't ask Simon a.k.a. Peter and Andrew to follow him. No, Jesus said, “Come, follow 
me.”  Immediately the fishermen dropped their nets…and followed Jesus.  And they followed him just 
about anywhere he went for the next three years.  
 
So, the fishermen dropped what they were doing to follow Jesus. I wonder if anybody here can think 
of a time when they had to drop something that they were doing in order to start doing something 
else. 
 
You see, Jesus invited two fishermen - who were busy working - to follow him and share God’s love 
with others. There is a good chance the Simon a.k.a. Peter and Andrew had been fishing since they 
were young. In Jesus' day, many people learned how to make a living from their parents, and simply 
followed in their parents' footsteps. So, fishing was probably something that these two men were 
good at. It was probably the thing that brought money into their pockets. It was probably something 
they had learned from their dad, and was probably the only job they ever had learned. 
 
So, it's pretty amazing that when Jesus invited these two brothers to follow him, they responded by 
dropping their nets immediately - the Bible says they did it "at once”. There was no discussion, no 
thought and no delay…these two brothers quit their jobs and began to follow Jesus as he built his 
ministry here on earth. On the count of three, everybody yell, "I quit!" 1...2...3...I quit. That's just what 
these two life-long fishermen did. Can anybody think of why they would do that?  What would it take 
for you to drop something you're doing? 
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Although we are not fishermen, Jesus is inviting us to be a part of something big. When the fisherman 
took Jesus' invitation, it changed their whole life! When we receive Jesus' invitation to follow him, it 
changes our whole life, too. 
 
This invitation from Jesus is BIG! I mean LIFE CHANGING BIG!! Have you ever been invited to 
something big? Or invited to help with something big?  You see, Jesus wants us on his team; he 
wants us "in his hula-hoop". He knows that if we follow him, we can make a difference in our families, 
with our friends, on our sports teams and in our schools. The question is…Do you accept? Do you 
accept Jesus' invitation to drop life as you've been living it, and to start following Him? 
 
The invitation to follow Jesus and to share God’s love with others is the most amazing invitation you 
could ever get…it can change your life. And guess who's invited. That's right - everyone. Turn to the 
person next to you and say, ”You’re invited!” 
 
Now, accepting this invitation means that you are going to follow Christ, and that you're going to be 
like Christ with everyone you run into by sharing God's love every day. What are some ways that 
preteens in this room could go and share God's love every day?  
 
Bottom Line - Jesus is calling us to be a part of something big, and you're invited! 
 
Jesus is calling us all to be a part of something big; that's right - you're invited! Do you accept? 
Following Jesus means that you will become more like Jesus…which enables us to do big things in 
our world as you show God's love to all people.  
 
Jesus has called all of us to respond in some way to the invitation he has given. When the fishermen 
were invited by Jesus, their response was an immediate “Yes!” These guys had to give up their 
career in fishing to follow Jesus. 
 
If we accept Jesus' invitation to follow him, it means that we also need to remove barriers that prevent 
us from follow Jesus. Most of you in here don't have fishing nets and careers keeping you from 
following Jesus. So the question is, what do you need to let go of in order to follow Jesus? In other 
words, what are the things that distract you from following Jesus and showing love to others? Maybe 
you worry about what others think about you, and that's keeping you from living the way Jesus wants 
you to live. Maybe you have a habit or activity that keeps your mind so busy that you don't think about 
how you show love to others. What do you need to drop in order to follow Jesus? 
 
Right now, think about something that you feel is getting between you a God. Prayerfully listen to the 
Holy Spirit and talk with God; then write or draw what the thing is that you need to drop. 
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SMALL GROUP: MAGNETIC CONNECTION 
 
Supplies (for each small group): 

 A powerful magnet 

 Small paper clips (about 12-16) 
 
Leaders should hold on to the magnets and spread out the paper clips on the ground or table surface.  
 
Say: It all started with Jesus inviting others to join together to make a big difference. As each person 
began following Jesus they became like Jesus. When we follow Jesus we become like Christ, 
allowing us to invite someone else to make a difference in Jesus' name!  
 
Using the powerful magnet, we are going to make a paperclip chain held together by the power of the 
magnet. Have the preteens start with one paperclip, pick up the next one (with only their hands 
touching the magnet) and continue the process and see how long of a chain each preteen can make. 
 
As they are picking up the paperclips with the magnet, have a discussion. The following questions 
can serve as a prompt: 

1. How do the paperclips stay connected with the magnet?  
2. Can the paperclips stick together if the magnet was not connected to the first one? 
3. Can we make a difference without be connected to Christ? 
4. How do we remain connected to Christ?  
5. Is it possible for us to be connected to Christ (magnet) and not become Christ-like (magnetic)? 

 
Reread, as a group, Matthew 4:18-20: 
 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 
brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 
 
Use the following questions to lead your group in a discussion: 

1. Simon had a nickname…what was it? Do any of you have a nickname? If you don’t, what 
would your nickname be? 

2. What would be your reaction if someone came up to you telling you to follow them? 
3. Jesus asked Simon (aka. Peter) & Andrew to follow him; how did they react? If you were 

Simon/Andrew, would you have the same reaction? Why or why not? 
4. Why do you think Andrew/Simon were so eager to follow Jesus?  
5. How can we become that excited to follow Jesus? 
6. What are some signs that we are following Jesus? (loving our neighbor & putting God First) 
7. If we all followed Jesus, do you think we would really make a big difference?  
8. What are some ways we can make a difference in our homes, friendships and events this 

summer? 
9. We talked about ways we can show God's love every day; what are some of the ideas that 

stood out to you? Did you pick one that you are planning to do this next week? 
 
(As you close up small group time ask the preteens to close their eyes and bow their heads. Share 
the story from Matthew 4:18-20 once again. Then ask the preteens if any of them accepted Jesus’ 
invitation today. If so, tell them to hold their hands out in front of them with the palms open facing 
upward as you pray for them.) 
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