
JOURNEY BELOW THE EARTH: Dependability 
Bible Passages: James 1:22; Matthew 16:13-20; Acts 2; Matthew 28:18-20 
Bottom Line: God is Dependable:  He Should Be Able to Depend on Me. 
 
When I was growing up there was a movie that came out called, “Ghost Busters”.  There was a tag 
line from the movie and the popular song that came with the movie, “Who you gonna call? Ghost 
Busters!”  The whole idea was that if you had something strange in your neighborhood, like a ghost or 
something, the Ghost Busters were the people you needed to call for help.   
 
There are times in your life when you might need to call someone, or talk to someone.  No, I’m not 
talking about the Ghost Busters.  I mean something real, a situation that you really need to lean on 
someone.  Who are those people?  I’m guessing it’s a short list.  You might be able to call a few 
friends, talk to your parents or maybe another relative.  Again, it’s probably a small list of people that 
are dependable when you really need them. 
 
There are times when we forget that there is someone who is always close by that is not only willing 
to help, but strong enough and smart enough to help.  That person is also immensely dependable, 
God.  Our God has never told a lie.  He has always followed through with a promise and He is 
trustworthy.   
 
As we have been going through our series, we continue to see that God wants us to be like Him and 
follow His example.  If God is dependable, (and He is), we need to be that way too.  Jesus talked to 
Peter and His disciples about a way that they could show how dependable they could be.  Let’s take 
a look at Matthew 16:13-20. 
 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
 
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh 
and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Messiah. 
 
Jesus knew that He would be leaving to ascend back into heaven soon.  He knew that the Good 
News, (Gospel) would need to be spread throughout the world.  So Jesus was looking for someone 
who could be dependable to be instrumental in leading that message.   
 
When Jesus was asking His disciples “Who do you say I am?”, He knew that people said all kinds of 
things about Him.  Jesus had been talking about who He was for three years to the disciples and to 
the crowds of people who followed Him.  He never came right out and said, “Hey everyone, I’m God’s 
Son and the Messiah come to save you all!”  Jesus was asking that question to finally see if the 
disciples have been paying attention.   
 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” When he said that 
response, Jesus knew that Peter was the person for the job.  Jesus knew that He could depend on 
Peter, (who’s name means rock), to build the church on the fact that he just answered to Jesus. 



Peter would then get the opportunity in Acts chapter 2 to address thousands of people at Pentecost.  
His sermon cut to the heart of the people:   
 
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 
 
Because Peter was dependable, we are able to talk all about the spread of the Good News of Jesus 
and that message has made it throughout the world. 
 
We need to be dependable too.  God has asked us to do a job very similar to Peter.  Matthew 28:18-
20 gives us the command/challenge: 
 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
It’s a humbling thought to think that God relies on you and me to spread the message of who He is 
and what He has done for everyone.  God is asking YOU to let others know the Good News.  You 
can’t rely on your Minister or Pastor to reach everyone.  It’s impossible, but what is possible is for you 
to make a difference in the lives of the people you are around every day.   
 
YOU can be an example of living like Jesus. 
 
YOU can minister to those in need. 
 
YOU can be the one to tell someone else of the difference Jesus has made in your life.  He can 
change someone else too! 
 
So the question is, will you be someone that Jesus can count on?  Will you be dependable for the 
task of relaying the message of hope, love and grace to the people that God puts in your path?  I 
hope so.  I hope that you can be depended on carrying that message. 
 
Questions: 
 

 Who do you depend on? 

 Who is the one who told you about Jesus and what He’s done for you? 
o Do you think you can do that for someone else? 
o How will you plan on talking to someone this week about Jesus? 

 


