
JOURNEY BELOW THE EARTH: Follow Me! 
Bible Passages: James 1:22; Luke 5:1-11; Revelation 3:20 
Bottom Line: God Loves Me: Jesus Invites Me to Follow Him! 
 
Today we continue the JBE, (Journey Below the Earth) series. This week we shift from the Old 
Testament to the New Testament and talk about Jesus. 
 

I love the story we are going to read today because these men dropped everything—literally—to 
become disciples of Jesus. Let’s get out our bibles today and head back to the book of Luke, Chapter 
5, verses 1–11. Before we get started, I want you all to look at this map. Today our scripture reading 
takes place in the Sea of Galilee. In the reading it says Jesus is by the Lake of Gennesaret and I 
don’t want you to be confused because that is just a different name that the Sea of Galilee was 
known by.  
 
Let’s read Luke 5:1-11, One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people 
were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two 
boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down 
and taught the people from the boat. 
 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
 
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 
break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they 
came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a 
sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had 
taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So they 
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
 
These fishermen were cleaning and preparing their nets for another day of fishing. Jesus was there 
and was going to teach the crowd but there were so many people that Jesus decided to get into the 
boat and teach from the water. Can you picture the people gathered around the shore waiting to hear 
from Him? Once Jesus had finished teaching he spoke to Simon. Can you imagine how surprised the 
men were? I really love fishing but I also get really frustrated when I fish and fish and never catch 
anything. These men must have been so pumped that Jesus helped them to finally catch some fish.  
 
My favorite part of this scripture is when Jesus says to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will 
catch people.” Then the men took their boats and nets on shore and left them to follow Jesus. 
 
So, what do you think it means to catch people? Jesus was using fishing, something these men were 
very familiar with, to make a point. The point was: followers of Jesus share their faith with others. 
They lead others to a friendship with Jesus. He wasn’t just talking to his disciples, but also to you and 
me. 
 
Today’s bottom line: God Loves Me: Jesus Invites Me to Follow Him! 



Jesus invited 12 men to personal come and follow Him.  There were many other men and women that 
followed Jesus as He did ministry to the people.  The fact is that Jesus invites you and me to follow 
Him today!  It might not be in the same way that He did with the disciples, but Jesus says in 

Revelation 3:20, Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 

the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.  We can also see different 

parables that Jesus told that involve being invited to eat with the King.  In the same way, Jesus is has 

given us a standing invitation, (an invitation that is always open) to come to Him and be His disciple 

and follow Him. 

 

Think about that invitation, it’s one that you should answer.  When you send out invitations to your 
birthday party, you expect people will tell you or let you know if they will be coming to your party.  God 
is anticipating your response to His invitation to follow Him.  What is you answer? 
 
If you are a follower of Jesus, then you have the awesome opportunity to share your faith with your 
friends. You can invite them to church. You can invite them to events that we have. You can talk to 
them about what God is doing in your life; how he is speaking to you; and how he has made a 
difference in your everyday life. You don’t have to get the words all right or memorize a script. Simply 
wait for an opportunity to come and share with your friend how Jesus has made a difference in your 
life. 
 
Questions: 
 

 Who do you follow on social media? 
o Why?  Is it to: 

 Listen to their opinions. 
 Learn from them. 
 See what they are doing? 

 
We should be following Jesus for those same reasons.  Jesus shows us how to live, how to treat 
others, and how to honor God.  If we follow Jesus as much as we follow other people on social 
media, what would your life look like right now? 
 
 

 What was the last invitation you received? 
o What was it for? 
o Did you send a response? 

 Have you responded to the invitation that God has given you to follow Him? 
o If not, what will your response be? 
o If so, and you are a follower, have you let others know they are invited too? 

 
If you are wanting to respond to Jesus’ invitation to follow Him, then talk to your parents and pastor 
about what your next steps should be. 


