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	Headline: WEEK 5:  GRATTITUDE
	Text2: Scripture Verse:  1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because you believe in Christ Jesus.” It's your Birthday! OK, maybe it isn't really your birthday, but pretend it is anyways. You have a small mountain of presents that you see. What do you do?Well, my parents taught me to ALWAYS read the card first. Why? It's boring. They might say a few nice things and occasionally there is some money, but we usually want to get to ripping open that gift. The card isn't the gift... or is it?If you think about it, the card could be the best part! A person thought enough about you that they made or got a card that they thought you would like. They wrote a message for you and even signed their name. There is a saying that is, "it's the thought that counts". Someone was thinking of you and wanted to make your day special.The gift you unwrap is an extension of the card and the thought and we should be grateful for every part of the gift. So, how do we show that gratefulness? You can say, "Thank you!", write your own card back to them, or give them a hug.Did you know that God loves to give us gifts? James 1:17 says, "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows." We'll talk about some of those gifts in the weeks to come.Today, we should start thinking about those gifts and how we might start showing our gratitude to God for those gifts.  Discussion Questions·         What are some gifts you've received recently?·         Who gave you those gifts? ·         What did you do to say "Thank You" to them?·         How can you do a better job of being grateful?  


