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ENCOUNTERING JESUS: Jesus’ Death & Burial 
Scripture: John 16:16-18; Matthew 27:27-31, 45-61; Isaiah 53:4-6; Psalm 22   
Bottom Line: It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming! 
 
On the day of Jesus’ death, all hope seemed lost. For that moment, it seemed like sin and death had 
won. The people were expecting a powerful king to lead them into a mighty kingdom, but now their 
king was dead. They had no idea that Jesus’ death was just temporary, and that his resurrection 
would give them access to such a greater Kingdom. It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming… 
 
The days and hours leading up to Easter had to have been painful for Jesus. He knew what was 
happening, but it must have been hard to see those He loved turn their backs on Him. Let’s move into 
our teaching time and talk about what those final hours must have been like for Jesus.  
 
Jesus’ followers were expecting a powerful king that would take over and build a new kingdom. They 
had no idea that He would be betrayed, arrested, beaten, and crucified to death. 
 
Today, we’re going to look at the encounters they had with Jesus during His last days. There was a 
better day coming when Jesus arose, kind of like the gift card hidden in the sock, but those last days 
had to be hard for Jesus’ followers. Open your Bible to John 16. 
 
The Last Supper 
 
On the night Jesus was arrested, Jesus shared the Passover meal with His disciples. Jesus had 
probably shared this special meal with His disciples before, but this time was different. During the 
meal, Jesus told the disciples that the bread represented His body, which was broken for them. Then, 
He told them that the cup represented His blood, which was shed for them. Jesus knew His death 
was coming soon, and He was preparing the disciples. After the meal, Jesus again talked toHis 
disciples about what was happening. Look at John 16:16-18. 
 
The disciples couldn’t understand what Jesus was talking about. As Jesus began to talk about His 
death, they were totally confused. They were wondering where Jesus was going and how long He 
would be gone. They had seen Jesus do so many amazing things, so it was just too hard for them to 
imagine what was about to happen. It was a very confusing encounter. 
 
Jesus’ Arrest and Trial 
 
After the dinner, Jesus took His disciples to pray at the Mount of Olives. While they were there, Judas 
and the mob came to arrest Jesus. They put Jesus into chains and carried Him away. Many of Jesus’ 
followers were terrified. This encounter caused them to run and hide in fear for their own lives. 
 
Even though Jesus was innocent, the Pharisees were determined to find Him guilty of something. As 
Jesus stood before Pilate, Pilate offered the people a choice. He told them they could crucify Jesus or 
the murderer Barabbas. Pilate asked three times, and all three times the people shouted, “Crucify 
Him!” Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 27:27-31 
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The Crucifixion& Burial 
 
They led Jesus out of the city and forced Him to carry His own Cross. The intense punishment had 
drained the energy out of Jesus. As He struggled to carry His Cross, they forced a man from the 
crowd to carry the Cross for Jesus.  
 
When they got to the hill named Golgotha, they nailed Jesus’ feet and his wrists to the Cross. They 
stood the Cross up between the crosses of two criminals. At three o’clock in the afternoon, Jesus 
cried out to God, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus was paying the price for 
everyone’s sin, and so He was being separated from God. After He cried out, Jesus gave up His spirit 
and died. Those that were standing around and saw all that had happened said, “Surely, He was the 
Son of God!” But it was too late, Jesus was dead.  Read Psalm 22 to see details about Jesus’ death 
hundreds of years before it actually happened. 
 
A man named Joseph of Arimathea asked to take Jesus’ body and have it buried in his own tomb. 
Look in your Bibles to Matthew 27:59. Read Matthew 27:59-61. 
 
The last encounter with Jesus on that day was His lifeless body. Everyone had hoped He would be 
king and rule a perfect kingdom, but He was dead. His body had been laid in the tomb, and a stone 
had been put in place. The Bible says the people just “went away.”  
 
Can you imagine what Jesus’ followers were feeling after these encounters? They had to be 
devastated! They thought Jesus would be the most powerful king. They thought He would start a 
perfect kingdom for His followers. And now He was dead. They just couldn’t understand what was 
going on. 
 
Most of the time, we talk about the joy and hope of Easter because Jesus is alive, but we need to 
remember what His followers were feeling during those three days of waiting. In that moment, there 
was no joy. Everything they had believed and everything they had hoped for had seemed to 
disappear. For a moment, it really did seem like sin and death had won.  
 
I hope we all feel the sadness of those last days. I hope we understand the fear the followers of Jesus 
were experiencing. Knowing how scary and how sad those days were makes Easter Sunday even 
that much more special! I can’t wait to celebrate with you next week. 
 
We’re going to wrap up today with the words from a famous sermon by Pastor S.M. Lockridge. His 
sermon has been repeated every year in thousands of churches because it perfectly describes the 
feelings people felt on Friday and the hope we have in knowing that Sunday is coming. His words 
from this sermon is our bottom line for today . . . It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRiIpsbJW8o 
 
Jesus was dead and in the tomb. But we know that Sunday’s coming. I hope you’ll be here next 
Sunday to celebrate Easter with us. Let’s pray and then you’ll talk more about these encounters with 
Jesus. Remember the words of S.M. Lockridge as he describes Jesus’ death and looks forward to His 
resurrection! He says: “It’s only Friday, but Sunday’s comin!” 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRiIpsbJW8o
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Going Deeper 
 
Look up and read Isaiah 53:4-12 
 
Talk about how this passage describes the death of Jesus before it actually happened.  Discuss what 
the followers of Jesus might have been feeling after Jesus’ death. We want to remember the sacrifice 
of Jesus, especially in this week leading up to Easter.  
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

 At the Last Supper, what do you think Jesus’ disciples were thinking and/or feeling? Did they have 
any idea of what was going to happen? 
 

 What was the reaction of the disciples when Jesus was arrested?  
 
a. For help, read Matthew 26:50-56. 

 

 What are some reasons why the disciples might have deserted Jesus? 
 

 What did Jesus mean when He shouted, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” How 
does this show us that Jesus’ pain and suffering was real? 

 

 What was the reaction of the people that saw Jesus’ death? What would your reaction have been? 
 

 What do you think Jesus’ followers were thinking when He was dead and buried? 
 

 If you had been there after Jesus’ burial, what would you have done next? 
 

 What do you think the followers of Jesus felt when they saw the stone moved and the tomb empty 
on Easter morning? 

 

 If you had been the first witness of the resurrection, who would you run to first and what would you 
say? 

 


