
ENCOUNTERING JESUS: The Widow of Nain 
Bible: Luke 7:11-17; John 11:25-26; Romans 6:4, 9-10, 23 
Main Point: Jesus has power over death. 

 
We are just a few weeks away from Easter where we will be celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead.  It’s a great reminder at a time of year in which new life comes in the spring, but can and should be 
celebrated all year and every day. 
 
Have you ever met someone famous?  One time I was at a Pittsburgh Pirates baseball game when I was a 
preteen and my Dad pointed out a person a few rows up from where we were sitting.  That person was a 
sports hero of mine and a goalie for the Pittsburgh Penguins hockey team.  I was so excited to just be sitting 
near him and to see him in real life.  I asked my Dad if I could go and talk to him and ask for an autograph and 
he said that I could.  My heart was beating out of my chest as I approached my hero.  I politely asked him for 
an autograph and was met with a gruff and grumpy voice telling me that he wasn’t going to do that. 
 
I was crushed of course.  This meeting didn’t go at all as I planned or hoped for.  I was disappointed and it 
changed the way I felt about that person.  I wondered what would it have been like to meet Jesus?  Would I 
have had similar feelings like I did that night at the baseball stadium?  Would Jesus have met me with a gruff 
voice saying that He wasn’t talking to people right now? 
 
So before we get straight to the events of the Easter story, let’s take a few weeks to take a look at what 
happened when people encountered, (met with Jesus) in the bible. 
 
Today we are going to take a look at an encounter between Jesus and woman in a town called Nain.   
READ Luke 7:11-17. 
 
Here, Jesus is walking into a town with a large crowd following Him.  This wasn’t an uncommon thing for Jesus.  
People wanted to be around Him.  Jesus was a great teacher and people had heard of Him doing miracles.  
Some of them might have even seen some themselves!  As Jesus was about to enter the town of Nain, he saw 
a funeral procession, (like a somber march or parade) coming out of the town.  This wouldn’t have been out of 
the ordinary as people were almost always buried outside of the city for health reasons. 
 
The reason for the procession was the death of a young boy.  His mother was understandably upset and 
heartbroken at the loss of her son.  To make a sad situation even worse, she was already a widow, meaning 
her husband had already passed away and died.   
 
Jesus saw this set of sad circumstances and went to the mother/widow.  Luke 7:13, When the Lord saw her, 
his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”  Jesus felt compassion for her and could see her pain as she 
was saying “good bye” to the last person in her family. 
 
Then Jesus did something for her.  He touched the coffin and spoke to the boy.  He told him to “Get up” and 
the boy got up and began to speak!  It was a miracle!  It was amazing! It was a display to Jesus heart and also 
His POWER! 
 
To watch a dramatic recreation of this story you can watch this video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHZ3dirlHdo 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHZ3dirlHdo


Jesus has power over death!  Several times in the Bible we can see Jesus raising someone back to life.  This 
display of power and compassion shows us a part of who Jesus really is and what He is about.  Jesus came to 
restore true life for us, a life with God the Father. 
 
Looking ahead to Easter, we can see some parallels between this story and the Easter story.  A mother will 
lose a Son.  That Son would live again. 
 
This encounter with Jesus didn’t disappoint.  The mourners turned their weeping into joy and celebrating.  The 
crowd that followed Jesus saw that He was everything that they hoped He would be.  While we continue 
through this series together, it’s my hope that you will see Jesus for who He really is and that you will 
encounter Him and get to know Him more. 
 
As for today I would like for you to reflect on two aspects of Jesus.   
 
Jesus has COMPASSION. 
 
Jesus has POWER OVER DEATH. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

 How do you think the widow woman felt? How would you feel if you had lost your only family 
member? 

 What was Jesus’ reaction to the woman? What does that teach us about Him? 

 What did Jesus do? What are some reasons He did that? (ex - Compassion for the mother, to 
show the crowd His power, to foreshadow the Cross and Resurrection) 

 How does this story show what will happen to Jesus on Easter? 

 How does it feel to know that Jesus has power over death? What does that mean for us? 

 The Bible says that the wages of sin is death. How does Jesus call us from “death” back to “life?” 

 If you had been there that day, what would be your reaction to this encounter with Jesus? 
 
Deeper Dive: 
 
What do the following verses say about Jesus’ power over death? 

 John 11:25-26 
 
 
 

 Romans 6:4 
 
 
 

 Romans 6:9-10 
 
 
 

 Romans 6:23 
 

 


