
ARRRMR OF GOD:  YE OLDE EYE PATCH, (Shield of Faith) 
BOTTOM LINE: Being faithful to God is the key to living a righteous life.  
KEY PASSAGE: Genesis 15. God’s covenant with Abraham.  
 
Last week we learned that there’s a war going on all around us, a spiritual war being waged by forces we 
cannot see. The victory in this war is already secure, thanks to Jesus, but there are souls at stake every 
day. God wants his people to armor themselves, to protect themselves from the attacks that come even 
after we are saved. Last week we talked about the helmet of salvation - keeping our salvation in Christ 
always on our minds. This week we’re going to add two more pieces of armor - the shield of faith, and the 
breastplate of righteousness.  

 
When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we receive the helmet of salvation, but our salvation doesn’t mean 
we are no longer under attack. Our enemy will come after us even more to keep us from following God’s 
plan for our lives. That’s why we need to protect ourselves with a shield of faith. Faith is believing in what 
we cannot see. It’s believing that following God’s plan is the best way to live our lives. When we follow 
God in faith, we will live a life of righteousness. Righteousness means living according to God’s plans: 
loving God, loving others, and avoiding temptation.  Faith and righteousness go hand in hand, as we read 
in today’s scripture.  READ Genesis 15:1-6 
 

Abram - who was later given the name Abraham by God - was a man who lived by faith. God promised 
Abraham that if he followed God, his children would become a mighty nation. God would also use his 
family to save the whole world from sin. Abraham had faith, and he followed God everywhere God led 
him.  
 
Here’s the thing that makes Abraham’s faith so incredible. When God made that promise, Abraham had 
no children! He was an old man, far past the age when people had kids, and his wife was old too - far past 
the age when women had children! But Abraham placed his faith in God. He stayed on God’s path, and as 
the author of Genesis said, it was credited to him as righteousness. God gave Abraham a son, Isaac, who 
gave birth to another son Jacob, whose twelve sons would father the twelve tribes of Israel. Centuries 
later, Jesus was born into one of those tribes, and as promised, he saved the whole world from sin!  
 
Abraham believed God - even though God’s promise seemed impossible. That’s the kind of faith God 
wants us to have as we follow him. 
 
Why is it so important to have faith, to do things God’s way? Aren’t there faster ways to success? 
Sometimes, yes. In fact the world will offer you many shortcuts to worldly goals like money, to popularity, 
and to fame, but those shortcuts will cost you your reputation.  
 
We all have a choice, to stay faithful and live a righteous life, or to follow the path of the world. Make no 
mistake, the worldly path can lead to popularity, fame, money, and power, but where will that get you at 
the end of this life? One day we will all die. One day we will all face Jesus. Jesus will want to know, were 
you faithful, or did you take your own path?  
 
God has blessed each of us with gifts, with talents, and with strengths that he wants us to use for him. As 
believers God expects us to trust him and follow his path so that we will not only use those gifts for his 
glory, but live in a way that pleases God. Don’t compromise with the world. Don’t sacrifice who you are for 
temporary treasure. Stay faithful. Live a righteous life. Worldly gain is not worth the loss of your reputation 
or your salvation! 

 
 
 
 
 



 


