
A MESSAGE FROM CENTRAL CHURCH 

TO THE BRIDE AND GROOM 

 
 
The Members and Staff of Central United Methodist Church are delighted that you are considering having your wedding in this church.  
We pray for God’s blessings in your new life together. 
 
 
Questions are often asked concerning the arrangement of the church for weddings.  The Central UMC Worship Committee has developed 
a policy, which we are providing for your convenience. 
 
 
The following quotation is taken from the book United Methodist Altars: 

"The church should be made as festive and beautiful as it is possible to make it, but it should keep the atmosphere of a church -- 

a religious ceremony.  The bride-to-be has a wide range of choices as to the kind of wedding she will have.  It may be a civil 

ceremony, or she may plan a home wedding with a sacred and impressive service, or she may choose to be married in a garden, 

surrounded by beautiful flowers.  But if she decides to be married at the altar of the church, then certainly no attempt should 

be made to change the church into a garden scene, or to move the furniture out to make room for an elaborate floral display." 

 
 
The Methodist Book of Discipline recommends that you engage in premarital counseling sessions with a pastor and the pastors of Central 
United Methodist Church require premarital counseling.  It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to schedule the appointment for 
counseling service with the officiating pastor.  These sessions mean much to your happiness in marriage. 
 
 
Central United Methodist Church requires that you use one of our wedding directors. A list of approved directors is on the back page 
of this policy guide. 

 
 

GENERAL PROCEDURE 
Weddings utilizing the facilities of Central Church should be planned and conducted in full conformity with the following procedures 
and instructions.  Plans will be made so as not to interfere with previously scheduled church programs/events. 

 

THE CLERGY 
United Methodist clergy must be in charge of the ceremony.  You may have clergy of other churches participate in the ceremony in a 

secondary role.  Central UMC clergy will extend the formal invitation to other clergy to assist them.  

 

SCHEDULING 
1. The first step in planning your wedding is to meet with Central’s Executive Secretary to book a date, fill out the wedding information 

forms, and receive a copy of the wedding policy.  The date will be placed on the calendar, but will not be approved until you have 
read and agreed to the wedding policies and paid any fees due at that time. You are also responsible for clearing the date of the 
wedding personally with the clergy whom you have chosen to perform the ceremony.  Call (601) 693-1521 to schedule an 
appointment and arrange premarital counseling. 

 
2. Due to Sunday activities, SUNDAY WEDDINGS are difficult and thereby discouraged.  If, however, Sunday is the only available 

day, then the time of the wedding should be scheduled at a time not to interfere with normal church programs or previously scheduled 
special events. 

 
3. It is church policy that weddings be scheduled at times other than on Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year's, and the eves 

thereof. 

 

  



DECORATIONS 
A wedding ceremony is first and foremost a service of Christian worship; therefore, the Sanctuary and Chapel are appropriate settings 
for the sacred rites and decorations are not necessary.   If the bride prefers decorations, simplicity is encouraged.  Decorations should 
be used only to enhance the worshipful atmosphere of the Church.  Only fresh flowers and live plants can be used, with the 

exception of the flower girls, who must use silk petals. 
 
The following guidelines must be followed in regard to DECORATIONS: 
 
1. The altar will be vested in white cloths/paraments.  The Communion Table serves as our altar.  All church decorations should direct 

attention to it and nothing should interfere with the view of the altar and pulpit.  No furniture except the flower pedestals and side 
chairs shall be moved.  When necessary, the custodians will remove the furniture. 

 

2. Florists are asked to cover the flooring while decorating.  They are also required to cover the floor beneath the candelabra so that 
dripping wax will not get on the carpet.  (This includes dripless candles as the airflow from the air conditioning or heating can cause 
the candles to burn more rapidly and create more wax.)  The carpet must also be protected from potted plants with a proper 
waterproof covering.  The stained glass windows should not be covered or hidden with greenery, flower arrangements, etc.  Candles 
should be put out immediately following the service.  Wedding decorations must be removed as soon as possible. 

 
3. No floral arrangements may be placed on the communion table. 
 
4. No decorations are to be placed on the organ or piano. 
 
5. No plants, palms, candelabra, tape, tacks, or nails, are to be used on any chancel furniture, kneeling rail, or pews. 
 
6. No candles may be used on the pews. 
 
7. It is the responsibility of the bride to inform the florist of these guidelines.  The florist shall be responsible for any damage to 

the carpet, furniture, pew cushions, etc. 
 
8. The church has the following available for use: 

• Kneeling bench - (brass or mahogany are available) 
• Cushion 
• Two candle lighters 
• Two brass floor model candelabra 
• Two brass pedestal model candelabra 
• Reserved signs for the pew ends (if desired) 

We do not furnish candles for the candelabra for weddings or other meetings. 
 

9. Care should be taken to leave access for the clergy to enter the chancel area. 
 
10. Those who desire to leave flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday worship should make these arrangements through the church 

office with the Executive Secretary or by indicating this on the wedding information form. 
 
11. Decorations are not to be moved or removed during the Advent Season (chrismon tree, garland, wreaths, etc.) 
 

  



REHEARSAL 
The officiating clergy is in charge of the rehearsal, which will be directed by an approved wedding director. The wedding director is the 
coordinator who brings together all of the elements of the wedding to provide a smooth uncomplicated ceremony. [A director from 
Central’s Wedding Committee is required in order that the church policies are met and to give the families an opportunity to enjoy the 
guests and activities.]  The Executive Secretary will provide names of Central United Methodist Church wedding committee members 
who are approved directors. The size of the wedding will determine whether one or two wedding directors are needed. 
 
The entire wedding party, including the bride and groom, their attendants, the musicians, and parents of the bride and groom shall be 

present and on time at the rehearsal. 
 
If you wish to invite the clergy to the rehearsal dinner, please give ample notice.  They will also need to know if their spouse is invited.  
Due to the number of weddings at Central, it’s not always possible for the clergy to attend Rehearsal Dinners. 
 
 

WEDDING MUSIC 
The joys and beauties of vocal and instrumental music may serve as a worthy addition to the happiness of a Christian wedding.  The 
goal of music in the church wedding is to glorify God, to remind all of His presence, and to serve as a prayer for God's blessing in the 
marriage. 
 
1. The organist shall be consulted in making arrangements for wedding music.  Due to the complexity of the pipe organ and the 

knowledge of this instrument, the services of Central's organist are preferred.  If another organist is desired by the bride, he or she 
must be approved by the Pastor of Worship at Central. Prior arrangements with Central’s organist must be made by the bride.  
Organist and pianist listed on the back page. 

 
2. Suggestions for the Service:  Music from the rich background of organ literature may be used as the congregation is gathering for 

the wedding.  Appropriate vocal and instrumental music may also be used. 
 

Texts of all wedding music should be appropriate for sacred worship.   
 

Prior arrangements for an approved sound technician must be made by the bride.  A list of approved technicians is listed on 
the back page. 

 

 

RECEPTION 
The church facilities may be reserved for your reception.  You must indicate this on your wedding information form. 
 
Decorations may not be removed from the Fellowship Hall for the reception.  
 
The sanctity of the baptismal font in the Fellowship Hall must be maintained.  
 
Caterers must make arrangements with the Church Administrator if they wish to use any church equipment or personnel. 
 
No rice, birdseed, etc. shall be thrown inside the church buildings.  Those in charge of the reception must see that this policy is followed. 
 
IN NO CASE will the serving of alcoholic beverages be permitted in the church or on church property.  No tobacco products will be 
permitted in or on the church property.  All Sanctuary weddings with receptions at Central must begin by 4:00 p.m.  All Saturday evening 
receptions MUST end by 8:00 p.m. in order for Central to prepare for Sunday worship. 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY, RECORDINGS, VIDEO EQUIPMENT 
In order not to distract from the worshipful atmosphere of the wedding service, NO flash pictures may be taken during the ceremony.  
[Please print this in your wedding program.]  Time exposures are permitted during the ceremony if the photographer is out of view 
of the wedding party and guests.  Pictures may be taken of the bride entering the sanctuary and of the couple leaving the sanctuary.  
Pictures may be posed at the altar before and after the wedding.  Your wedding may be taped from the rear of the sanctuary or the 
balcony or the chapel.  Once the ceremony begins, photographers must remain at the back of the church behind the pews.  In no way 
shall the equipment or procedure distract from the worship setting of the ceremony. 
 
The Church's sound system can record the service.  This must be arranged through the sound technician.  The bride is responsible for 

this expense and must make these arrangements. 

  



GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
1. Dressing rooms are available and arrangements for their use must be made with the wedding director prior to the rehearsal. 

 
2. Rehearsals must begin on time because the pastor and musicians have other appointments. 

 
3. It is our recommendation that children who are to participate in the wedding service should be at least five years of age. 

 
4. Any damage to the building, furniture, or furnishings shall be repaired.  This will be the responsibility of the bride and family.  

Businesses employed by the wedding party shall be liable for any damages they cause. 
5. The church assumes no responsibility for clothing, jewelry, silver, or other valuables left at the church. 

 
6. All clothing and personal items must be removed from the church building immediately after the wedding service; otherwise, 

Central UMC is not responsible. 
 

7. Because the service of Holy Communion must be extended to the whole congregation, it is not practical during the ceremony. 
 

8. The use of Central's facilities necessitates the employment of our custodians.  The size of the wedding will determine whether one 
or two custodians are needed. Their fees are listed on the expense sheet. 

 
9. The bride is responsible to advise all members of the wedding party of these guidelines. 

 
10. The wedding director will designate rooms to be used by the wedding party. 

 
11. If you wish an invitation be included in the church newsletter, it will be done only at your request. This should be done three weeks 

prior to the date of the wedding. The bride will need to contact the church office to arrange this. 
 

12. The request for nursery services must be made through the church office two weeks prior to the ceremony.  See Fee Schedule. 

  



CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Wedding Fee and Expense Sheet 

 

Fees for Active Members and Non-Members 
A wedding is considered a "Member Wedding" when either the bride or the groom or parents of either are active members of 
Central.  There is no charge for the use of any facility for a member's wedding.  However, members, as well as non-members, will 
be responsible for the following: 

 

Fees Payable to the Individual 
   Sound Engineer & Supplies: $100.00 

  Wedding Director 
   [for members:]  $200.00 for Sanctuary Wedding 
       $100.00 for Chapel Wedding 
  Wedding Director:   
   [for non-members:]  $300.00 for Sanctuary Wedding 
       $200.00 for Chapel Wedding 
  Custodial Fee: (Custodial help is required at all weddings.)  
     Wedding/Rehearsal:  $275.00 
   Rehearsal Dinner:         $  50.00 
   Reception:   $175.00  
 

Fees Payable to Central UMC 
  Clergy Fee [for non-member:] $350.00 
  Organist and/or Pianist Fee:  $350.00 each 
   [if Central’s musicians are used] 
  Administrative Costs:  $  25.00 
               

Use Fees for Non-Members and Inactive Members 
  Sanctuary Wedding: $1000.00  
        (Non-refundable): $  250.00 [due when event forms are signed/church reserved] 

  Chapel Wedding:  $  500.00 
   (Non-refundable): $  150.00 [due when event forms are signed/church reserved] 
 

 Nursery Fee 
The nursery can only be used when staffed by Central’s nursery workers.  Two workers are required at minimum.  The fee for each 
worker is $30, with an additional fee of $10 per hour after three hours. 
 

Payment of all fees for facilities, organist/pianist, nursery, and janitorial services MUST be paid SEVEN days prior to the 

rehearsal.  ALL payments are to be made to Central UMC. 
 

 Clergy Honoraria 
Clergy have no set fees for weddings of church members, but the groom usually presents the clergy with a monetary gift. If the 
officiating clergy incurs travel or lodging expenses, he/she should be fully reimbursed. 
 

If wedding activities require additional hours, the wedding party will be responsible for overtime pay for custodial and nursery 

workers.  



WEDDING DIRECTORS 

Angela James  (601) 527-4345 
 
Sabrina Williams  (601) 479-2178 
 
Susie Broadhead  (601) 880-9434 
 
 
 
 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 

Tom Stuckman (601) 485-8408 
 
James Whitley (601) 626-8884 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH MUSICIAN 

Pianist/Traci Leifried  tmarie0507@comcast.net 

 
Organist/Denis McLemore  denis@wokk.com 
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