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May 2
nd

 

10:45 a.m. - XYZ 

 

May 3
rd

 

5:30 p.m. - Senior  

Baccalaureate Service 

followed by Banquet 

 

May 6
th

, 13
th

, 20
th

, 27
th

  

11:30 a.m. - Lunch Bunch 

 

May 17
th

 

CCC End-of-Year Program 

 

May 21
st

 

4:00 p.m. - SPRC Meeting 

5:00 p.m. - Executive Board  

 

May 29
th

 

Memorial Holiday 

OFFICE CLOSED   

CALL 
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As I begin my fih year as the Lead Pastor of Central, I want to thank you for the 

love and support that you have shown me.  You cared for my family during my 

deployment and you have embodied on a daily basis the IronMaker ethos.   

It is #me for us to cast our eyes to the future of Central.  Over the next year, I 

challenge all of us to ask the ques#on "What is God's will for us at Central?"  This 

is a deeply spiritual ques#on that asks God to direct the path of our community of 

faith and to show us how we are to shape the ministries and focus of Central.  I 

also ask that we remain faithful to the task of stewardship as we financially sup-

port Central and minister to Meridian and the world.  I firmly believe that our 

greatest days are before us and that life is truly be�er connected. 

Over the past two years, we at Central have been blessed to have Jonathan and 

Kris#na Crabtree as servant ministers among us.  They have a passion for con-

nec#ng people to God and making followers of Jesus.  This passion has led them 

to offer themselves in a new path of ministry as they seek to fulfill God's call on 

their lives through church revitaliza#on and new church development.  

The Bishop and Cabinet have iden#fied a ministry opportunity and need that re-

quires Jonathan and Kris#na's gis and graces.  It is with sadness we see them 

transi#on from Central to Asbury and Glendale UMC.  However, we know that 

God will use them to grow the Kingdom of God. 

Over the next few weeks, take a moment and pray for them and for Central as we 

begin the task of seeking a new Director of Youth Ministry. 



 

 

 

      

 

Coun�ng the funds [Le� to Right]:  

Kris�na Crabtree, John Branning, 

and Tom Johnson. 
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Emme Leigh Boman  

Addison Hays Clodfelter 

Kailey Nicole Dowling 

Jay Alexander Fruge 

Spence Douglas Hanegan 

Anne Preston McRae 

Rachel Virginia Mason 

Cooper David Owen 

Mason Roy Parker 

Jacob Cochran Russell 

Will Collins Thames 

Anna Lacy Ward 

Congratula
ons to our 2017 Confirmands.   On Sunday, 

April 9
th

, Central welcomed 12 young disciples as full 

members as they professed their faith in Christ and 

expressed their desire to unite with our congrega#on. 

Thank you for putting your faith into action by 
contributing to the challenge set by Bishop 
Swanson for the Mississippi Conference to 
help save lives in Africa from malaria. 

Because of your generosity, we currently 
have a total of $5,877.19, which is a little 
over the halfway mark of Central’s goal of 
$10,000 or 1,000 mosquito nets.  As a com-
munity of faith, with the funds we have 
raised, we will help to save approximately 
2,000 lives.  We will continue to work toward 
our goal through June 1, 2017, in hopes of 
saving 2,000 more lives. 

 Again, thank you for being a part of this 
mission.   

 

“Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be 

terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go."    you wherever you go."    you wherever you go."    you wherever you go."    Joshua 1:9                                                                                                        

Madison Anderson [Lamar] 

Caden Clodfelter [Lamar] 

Kayla Feist [West Lauderdale] 

Cassie Hines [Meridian High] 

Wes McRae [Lamar ] 

Ma�hew Moore [Newton County Academy] 

Caroline Parker [Lamar] 

Heather Roberts [Meridian High] 

Kamryn Shields [West Lauderdale] 

Brad Stokes [West Lauderdale] 

Tate Thompson [Lamar] 

Hannah Thornton [Lamar] 

Madi Thornton [Lamar] 

A Baccalaureate Service for our graduates will be held 

Wednesday, May 3rd, at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

followed by a banquet in the Fellowship Hall.  If you see 

any of these students, please congratulate them on 

their achievement!  
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As a community of faith, let us be in prayer for our 

2017 Mission Team:  Richard Beck, Kent Partridge, 

and Rev. Sidney Lavene. 

Prayer cards are available on the  2nd Floor in the 

Crossing and at the Welcome Station for you to take 

home so you and your family can pray for our mission 

team.  
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♦ The End-of-the-Year Program will be held on 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. in the 11
th 

Street Gym.  Everyone is invited to a=end! 

♦ Plans are to paint the preschool area during the 

summer.  Due to this maintenance, we will not offer a 

Summer Program this year. 

♦ We s#ll have a few openings for the Fall Program.  If 

you are interested or know someone who is 

interested, please call Glenda Thomas [office] 

       (601) 693-0830 or [home] (601) 483-8502.  

What’s Happening in the Children’s Center:What’s Happening in the Children’s Center:What’s Happening in the Children’s Center:What’s Happening in the Children’s Center:    

  

 

• Sunday School Series: “Eternity” a four-lesson study 

by Francis Chan beginning April 23
rd

.  Eternity seems 

like forever because it is.  During this series, we’ll 

divide into two groups [Middle & High School]. 

• Wednesday Night Small Groups:  Our final mee#ng 

for the spring will be held on April 26
th

.  Enjoy your 

summer and prepare for exci#ng things when we 

resume in the fall.  This #me is designed to have real 

conversa#ons about real struggles and victories in life 

led by a trained small group facilitator.  

CLKFI��E M F��KF  
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Tickets are now on sale in the Crossing for our church-

wide Shrimp Boil.  We will have a water slide, a water 

activity for younger ones, as well as a time of fellow-

ship and lots of shrimp for everyone.  If you do not eat 

shrimp and would like to special order chicken, you 

must do so when you purchase your ticket.   

If you have joined our church family in the past year, you will be re-

ceiving a special invitation to be our guest for this afternoon of fun!  

This is also the last church-wide event where we will have an oppor-

tunity to visit with Revs. Jonathan and Kristina Crabtree before they 

take their next appointment in Petal, MS!  

Once again, we say “THANK YOU” to the Jim McRae family and the 

Soule’ Museum Board of Directors who have been gracious in open-

ing the doors of Soule’ Steam Works for an afternoon of fun and 

fellowship for Central!  

If you were not able to attend the retreat that was originally 
scheduled in April, you have another chance!  Our Family 
Legacy Retreat has been postponed until August 25th – 
27th.  Whether you are a family with young children or teens, 
this weekend, at Timber Creek Camp in Pulaski, MS, (outside 
of Forest) is for you.  Because we strongly believe in this time 
of learning, coming together, and worshiping, this weekend is 
provided at the cost of $35 per family member, with Central 
paying the rest of the cost.  Registration is available online.  
Make this a priority event for your family.  You will be glad you 
did! 

VBS signup is underway for this year’s 
Vacation Bible School for children who 
will be four-years-old [by August 1st]
through students who have completed 5th 
grade. To register or volunteer for VBS:                      
https://vbspro.events/p/events/eb5fc1   

Please register as soon as possible to ensure we have enough 
teachers, craft items, snacks, etc. for all students. (If you are vol-
unteering, we will have both a nursery and a special “three-year-
old class” available. If needed, please email Sabrina Williams at 
sabrina@cumcmdn.org.) 

We are also in need of volunteers prior to the week of VBS, as the 
entire 2nd floor of Central is transformed into Rome, as we study 
the Apostle Paul and the Underground Church.  We are currently 
in need of help with props and decorations as well as MANY 
hands for setup on Sunday, June 18th, and the week of Vacation 
Bible School.  You may sign up in the Crossing, see Cynthia   
Williams or Erin Honeycutt, or you may call Sabrina Williams at 

[601-479-2178]. 

JUNE 19-23, 2017 

♦ If you are interested in using your musical gifts and tal-
ents in any of our three worship services, please contact 
Tim Wise [tim@cumcmdn.org] or Bob Peden 
[bob@cumcmdn.org]. 

♦ SANCTUARY CHOIR:  Please contact Tim Wise to register 
for the Sanctuary Choir Retreat that is tentatively set for 
July 15, 2017.  This is a great opportunity to worship, 
bond, and it is a wonderful opportunity for new members 
to join.  



  SNL�F���LKO� AP�KF��F� 

L.O. Todd Memorial Scholarship:  Church or school related 

voca#on 

Walter Henderson Memorial Scholarship:  Ministerial voca#on 

Birdie Brooks Memorial Scholarship:  Church related voca#on 

Crooks Memorial Scholarship:  No voca#onal restric#on 

Virginia Phillips Scholarship:  No voca#onal restric#on 

H. Lowry Rush, Jr. Scholarship:  Medical related voca#on 

Bob Rivers Memorial Scholarship:  No voca#onal restric#on 

 

 

 

 

 

Central UMC 

1004 23rd Avenue 

Meridian MS 39301 

www.cumcmdn.org 

(601) 693-1521 

____________________ 

Sunday Gatherings 

Worship 

8:30/9:45/10:55 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:45 a.m. 

College students who are members of Central UMC are eligible 

to apply for the following scholarships. All scholarships are paid 

directly to the school of choice for the applicant.  

 

Scholarships are awarded by the Scholarship Commi=ee of 

Central UMC and are based on character, commitment to 

Central, and need. Applica#ons are available in the church 

office.  The deadline to receive applica
ons is June 16, 2017.  
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June 2
nd

, 9
th

, 16
th

, 23
rd

, 30
th

 

11:30 a.m. - Lunch Bunch 

 

June 11
th

 

Time:  5:00 p.m. - Shrimp Boil 

Soule Steam Works 

  

June 18
th

 

10:00 a.m. - VBS Setup 

 

June 19
th 

-  23
rd 

VBS Week 

Stay Connected at Central 
Email: central@cumcmdn.org 

Web: www.cumcmdn.org 

App: Central Methodist Community 

Facebook: Central United Methodist Church-Meridian, MS 

 Sunday, June 4th, is the Day of Pentecost this year. “Pente” refers to the fact that this special day in the church 
year is fifty days after Easter. The old Judaic calendar celebrated Passover which is connected through the gospels 
with Jesus’s death and resurrection.  They also celebrated Pentecost which was fifty days afterward.  Acts Chapter 2 
tells us that it was the day of Pentecost when the disciples had gathered, ten days following Jesus’s ascension into 
heaven, when the Holy Spirit descended upon them, as a sound like a rush of wind and with what appeared to be 

tongues of flame over their heads.  This event transformed them from scared, hiding believers, into followers who were not afraid to tell anyone about 
the life-changing power of Jesus Christ, who had come into the world as the Son of God, been crucified, and had risen from the dead.  Because of this 
change in the disciples, we consider that first Day of Pentecost to be the beginning of the church, and the church has marked this as a special holy day 
throughout the centuries. 


