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Pastor’s Note 
Matthew 9:10-17 
As Jesus sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said 
to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
 

Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast often, but your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “The wed-
ding guests cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? 
The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then 
they will fast. No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the 
patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new wine 
put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and 
the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both 
are preserved.” 
 

Most of us would acknowledge that we should at least have a yearly physical. 
 
And many of us over the age of 50 and beyond have come to understand that 
periodic checkups are a necessity for our physical well-being.  There are times 
when we are able to tell that something is just not right in our bodies, and we 
make the call to our doctor to relay that sense of “dis-ease.” But even when we 
may sense that something isn’t quite right, there are times when we live in a 
state of denial of our true condition. If this is true about our physical health, how 
much more difficult is it for us to honestly address our spiritual well-being?  
While our nature is to hide the truth from ourselves, Lent provides us a time for 
a spiritual checkup. 
 
In the gospel lesson above, Jesus relayed to the Pharisees, in response to their 
questions to Jesus’ disciples about the company he kept, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick…For I have come to call 
not the righteous but sinners.”    
 
As we begin the season of Lent, we are invited to take a look in the mirror at the 
reality of our lives and given the opportunity for a spiritual workup. One of the 
hardest parts of self-examination is admitting that we are sinners; that we have 
been guilty of filling God’s space in our hearts and lives with other things that 
ultimately serve as obstacles to our experience of God.  During this season we 
are called to a time of confession and honesty; confession of our vulnerability, 
confession of our own brokenness, confession of our sins, and confession of 
our need for God. The good news is that Jesus came to offer us steadfast love, 
mercy, and healing. 
 
Yours in the Journey, Rick 



Children’s Ministry 

REMINDER 

Children’s Ministry 
activities will NOT meet 
Sunday, March 12th, or 

Wednesday, March 15th, 
the week of Spring Break!  

Regular activities will 
resume Sunday, 

March 19th. 

Mission Ministry 

Food Packing | February 25 th 

7:30 AM [every 4th Saturday]  

Location:  New Life Community Church 

Upcoming Dates:   

March 25 th, April 22nd & May 27 th 

XYZ Ministry | March 14th | 11:30 AM | Fellowship Hall  

The downtown churches are gathering for Lenten Worship & Lunch each 

Thursday during the season of Lent.  Worship will begin at noon with a short 

message by one of the pastors of the host church followed by a light lunch.  

There is no charge for lunch, but donations are welcome.  [Donations will be 

given to the Wesley House] 

Lenten Worship & Lunch schedule: 

February 23 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Father Augustine Palimattam 

 

March 2 

Central United Methodist Church 

Rev. Dr. Rick Brooks 

 

March 9 

First Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Dr. Rhett Payne 

March 16 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Rev. A. Austin McGehee 

 

March 23 

First Baptist Church 

Dr. Daniel Caldwell, Interim 

Rev. David Bishop, Associate 

 

March 30 

First Christian Church 

Rev. Dr. Mark Benson 

Lenten Worship & Lunch 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 
THRU  MARCH 15TH! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Col lege Cares Package Packing Party  

Wednesday |  March 8 |  6 -7 PM 

Adult  Act iv i t ies Room |  3 rd F loor  
 

All parents of current college students are invited for a time of 

fellowship and to help pack care packages. Please bring an 

item to share in 30 packages. For questions, contact Felicia 

Cope  (601-678-9066) or Nicole Ward (601-917-6720). 

Women’s Ministry 

Tuesday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study 

 
Tuesdays | 9:30 AM 

Adult Activities Room 
3rd Floor 

 
Lenten Study: 

Seven Words: 
Listening to Christ 

from the Cross  

 
 

We will be providing special snacks and meals for teachers 
along with improving areas of the school. Youth and adults 
spent Saturday morning, February 4th, planting 400 daffodil 
bulbs and cleaning flower beds and drains. We will be work-
ing on their raised planters, as well as, some painting and 
other improvements around the school. If you would like to 
help in any way at Little Harris, please contact Clair Huff 
(601-604-1188) or Amy Nelson (615-419-1829). 

T. J. Harris Elementary School Outreach 

WE HAVE ADOPTED T. J. HARRIS 
LOWER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL! 


