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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1ST 

LENT BEGINS 

 

 

 

 

MORNING 

From 6:00 - 8:00 a.m., there will 

be a drive-through Imposition of 

Ashes and Holy Communion in 

the Parking Garage (10th St. en-

trance). 
 

LUNCHTIME 

From 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., there will 

be a self-guided prayer walk and 

the imposition of Ashes and Holy 

Communion  in the Crossing. 
 

 

EVENING  

From 5:30 - 7:00 p.m., we will experi-

ence our annual Prayer Walk, begin-

ning in the Sanctuary. This service is 

a sacred walk in SILENCE. There are 

seven stations of prayer within the 

church, and each of the stations are 

to help you connect with God, as we 

enter the Lenten Season, focusing on 

God’s ultimate gift to us. The walk is 

designed for children elementary 

through adults. A nursery will be 

available on this evening for younger 

children. 

LENTEN LUNCHEON SERIES 

The downtown churches will once again 

gather for worship and lunch each Thurs-

day during the season of Lent. Worship 

will begin at 12:05 p.m. with a short mes-

sage by one of the pastors of the host 

church, and lunch will immediately follow. 

If you only have an hour for lunch, you 

should have time to get back to your 

workplace by 1:00 p.m.  

 

Here are the dates and  locations for 

these events: 

March 2nd - First Baptist Church 

March 9th - Central United Methodist 

Church 

March 16th - First Presbyterian 

Church 

March 23rd - St. Patrick Catholic 

Church 

March 30th - St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church 

April 6th - First Christian Church 

THE 

March 1st, Ash Wednesday, will mark the beginning of the Lenten 

Season. Several opportunities are available throughout this day to pre-

pare for this season of Lent. 

Please note that there will be no supper or other 

MidWeek Forge activities on Ash Wednesday. 



Mission FOCUS for Lent: Imagine No Malaria 

Lent is a time when we “give up” something in order to grow in our faith. But, when 

we give up something, there seems to be a void – an emptiness. During this Lenten 

season, Central will be challenged to give up something.  What if we gave up the cost 

of a meal, a cup of coffee, etc., and donated this money to our “Imagine No Malaria” 

campaign?  What a big difference we can make in the life of others by giving so little! 

 

If you would like to be a part of this challenge, please take one of the small red boxes 

[available in the Crossing] to your place of business or home to collect donations 

during the Lenten season. We would like for you to return the donation boxes on 

Palm Sunday, April 9th, so we can consecrate them.  

Missions and Evangelism 

Administration and Finance 

Stewardship Moment: The following is a breakdown of our 
giving for the year 2016 by number of households and 
contributions. 

      Giving Range        # of households   

       $15,000 or Above        #22                            

       $10,000 - $14,999        #17                            

       $6,000 - $9,999        #35                            

       $3,000 - $5,999        #63                            

       $2,000 - $2,999        #42                            

       $1,500 - $1,999       #16                             

       $1,000 - $1,499       #33                             

             $500 - $999       #38                            

             $300 - $499       #18                             

       Less than $300       #45                             

       No Recorded Gift       #97                             

       TOTALS      Total Given           

Total Given 

$481,426 

$206,395 

$265,662 

$256,778 

$  99,746 

$  16,485 

$  39,020 

$   26,605 

$    6,920 

$    4,755 

$           0 

$1,403,792.00  

XYZ 

On Tuesday, March 7th, at 11a.m., the Senior 

Adults Ministry will host their monthly program 

called XYZ. Our special guest will be Otha Barham 

who is a gifted singer and musician. Everyone is 

welcome! You do not have to be a senior adult to 

attend. If you wish to attend, please call the church 

office at 601-693-1521. After the program, we will 

enjoy a meal together, which is only $6. 

 

SAMs 

(Senior Adult Ministry) 

Every Friday you are invited to join SAMs for Lunch 

Bunch in the Adult Activities Room on the 3rd floor. 

We will share in fellowship and a meal, which is 

only $5. We will end with a short devotion to start 

our weekend off with the love of Christ. 

Senior Adults 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 1st 

Imposition of Ashes - 6 a.m.  

Come-and-Go Prayer Walk -  11 a.m. 

Lenten Walk of Silence  -  5:30 p.m. 

March 7th 

XYZ -  10:45 a.m. 

March 13th - 17th 

Spring Break 

March 19th 

Executive Council Meeting -  5 p.m. 

March 26th 

CWTP -  10:30 a.m. 

March 31st - April 2nd 

Family Retreat Weekend 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS 

MARCH 26TH, 2017 

10:30 A.M. - WESLEY ROOM 



CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY 

FAMILY LEGACY RETREAT 

If you have not registered for our 2017 Family 
Legacy Retreat, March 31-April 2, time is run-
ning out! Whether you are a family with young 
children or teenagers, this weekend, at Timber 
Creek Camp in Pulaski, is a unique retreat 
designed for the whole family. Parents and 
children come together to experience group 
activities, breakout sessions, and most im-
portantly, time to just be with family and 
friends.  

There are trails to walk, a rock climbing wall, bow and arrow range, canoeing, 
basketball, octaball - all designed to give your family the “much needed” time 
away.   

During times when parents meet, older children are divided into age groups 
while children one to four years of age are provided with nursery and separate 
activities.  

Each family stays together in a private cabin, which offers heat/AC, single and 
full-size beds. Because we so strongly believe in this time of learning, coming 
together, and worshiping, this weekend is provided at the cost of $35 per fam-
ily member, with Central paying the rest of the cost. More information and 
registration forms are available in the Crossing and online for this year’s re-
treat. For more information, contact Sabrina at 601-479-2178. 

While June may seem a long way 
off, volunteer signup is underway 
for this year’s Vacation Bible 
School. We need  volunteers! The 
entire 2nd floor of Central will be transformed into Rome, as we 
study the Apostle Paul and the underground church.   

We are currently in need of help with props and decorations as 
well as MANY hands for set-up on Sunday, June 18th, and the 
week of Vacation Bible School.    

Please begin to prayerfully consider your role in this year’s 
VBS.  If you want to help, please take a moment to write down 
your contact information (at our sign-up in the Crossing) or 
simply contact Erin Honeycutt, Cynthia Williams, or Sabrina 
Williams (601) 479-2178. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 19-23, 2017 

Created By God will 
once again be offered 
for 5th and 6th graders 
on Sunday, April 30th, 

2-6 p.m. This human sexuality workshop is open to students 
of Central with a limited number of outside registrants avail-
able.  A mandatory parent meeting will be held on Sunday, 
April 23rd, at 5:00 p.m.  For more information, you may con-
tact Jonathan Crabtree or Sabrina Williams. 

CHURCH-WIDE SHRIMP BOIL 

Mark your calendars now for our church-wide Shrimp Boil, set 
for Sunday, June 11th.  
Once again, the Jim 
McRae family has been 
gracious in opening the 
doors of Soule’ Steam 
Works for our afternoon of 
fun and fellowship…and 
lots of shrimp!  More infor-
mation about time and 
ticket sales in the near 
future! 

Our annual Easter 
Egg Hunt will be 
held Sunday after-
noon, April 9th, for 
children birth – 3rd 
grade.  Mark your calendars and look for more info in next 
month’s Call! 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

Fundraiser: 

The youth will have a Chicken Spaghetti Fundraiser 

lunch on March 26th (to-go plates only). There is 

no cost for the plates, but we will be taking a love 

offering or donations.  

Meals will be available at 10:45 am.  

Confirmation Meeting Schedule: 

• Every Sunday Morning during Sunday School with 

Jonathan  

• Group Mentor Meetings on Feb. 26th, Mar. 5th, 

and Mar. 26th - 4:30 - 5:30 PM (meet on the 4th 

floor) 

• We will not meet for Sunday School April 2nd, but 

we will meet that afternoon at 4:30 on the 4th floor.  

• Confirmation ‘Practice’ on Wednesday April 5th, 

7:00 -  7:30 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall  

Sunday School: 

Youth meet on the fourth floor beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

for fellowship. Then they break into a large group ses-

sion by 10:00 am. Sunday School begins with praise 

and worship led by the youth praise band.  

Summer Trip:  It’s time to sign up for our summer trip 

to M28 Camps in Lake Junaluska, NC, July 6th - 9th . The 

cost is $150 per person with a non-refundable deposit 

of $50 due by March 15th. Final balance due by June 

1st. You may pay the remaining balance in full or you 

may split into payments. 

You CANNOT sign up in the church office, but you may 

submit payments through the office. 

Current students that are in the 6th - 12th grade may at-

tend. If you are interested in being a chaperone, please 

email Jonathan Crabtree before signing up. 



WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Wednesday night 

meals are planned by the number of reservations 

we have received [i.e., by phone, email, online, or 

standing].  If you have standing reservations and 

you are NOT going to be eating or your number of 

reservations is different, you must cancel/change 

by 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday.  If you do not call or 

cancel by Tuesday at 9:00 a.m., YOU WILL BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYING FOR THOSE 

MEALS.   

Also, we only plan for seven extra meals.  If you 

are not on the standing reservations list, you 

MUST make a reservation by 9:00 a.m. on 

Tuesday.   

If you would like to know what is being served 

prior to making your reservations, visit our web-

site at www.central.community;  click on Commu-

nity, then choose MidWeek Forge from the drop-

down menu.  

  “We are ALL called to be good stewards and 

managers of our resources.” 

Stay Connected at Central 

CONGREGATION 

Central Updates and Newsletter: 

Email: central@cumcmdn.org 

Web: www.cumcmdn.org 

App: Central Methodist Community 

Facebook: Central United Methodist Church-

Meridian, MS 

CHILDREN 

Text Message: @m2f to 81010 

Facebook: Central UMC Children’s Ministry 

CHILDREN’S CENTER 

Phone: 601-693-0830 

Facebook: Central’s Children’s Center 

SENIOR ADULTS 

Facebook: Central UMC’s SAM 

YOUTH 

Facebook: Central Students - Meridian 

Text Message Parents/Students 

Text @cumcyouthp to 81010 

Text @chacos to 81010 

Weekly Email: jonathan@cumcmdn.org 

Ministry Staff 

John Branning, Lead Pastor 

Dennis Gossett, Associate Pastor/ 

                  Senior Adult Ministry 

Bob Peden, Music and Worship 

Jonathan Crabtree, Student Ministry 

Kristina Crabtree, Spiritual Formation 

Sabrina Williams, Children and Family 

Central UMC 

1004 23rd Avenue 

Meridian, MS 39301 

www.cumcmdn.org 

601-693-1521 

 

Sunday Gatherings 

Worship 8:30/9:45/10:55 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Central UMC 

1004 23rd Avenue 

Meridian, MS 39301 

Scriptures for 2017 

As iron sharpens iron, so one 
person sharpens another. 

Proverbs 27:17 

 

Guard your heart above all else, 
for it determines the course of 
your life. 

Proverbs 4:23 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER 


