
DAY 1 - THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 
“I am the Light of the World” (John 8:12 ESV) 

 

When I was in Iraq in 2011, I was always struck by how dark things 

would get at night in the desert. It was a deep darkness only barely 

broken by the moonlight and stars. This darkness brought a feeling 

of loneliness as I would think of Traci and the boys back home and 

the uncertainty that I faced with the rising of the sun. 

 

In this darkness, though, you would be able to see the light coming 

from the flashlights of our Soldiers. It would remind me that I was 

not alone in the fight ahead and a sense of peace would come over 

me. 

 

Advent is the season that we remember that we are not alone and 

that our God is not somewhere in the stars or moon but present with 

us. Jesus is the light of the world, and we rejoice that this light 

shines in the darkness. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Compliment someone today and 

be the light that Jesus has shown us. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, may your light shine in my life and may I be a 

reflection of you into the world. Amen. 

 

John Branning 
Lead Pastor, Central United Methodist Church 
Chaplain (MAJ) 185th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade 
  



DAY 2 - PEACE 
 
“He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore.” (Isa. 2:4, NRSV)  

 
In 2015, I attended the Lake Junaluska Peace Conference in North Carolina. It 
was interesting to see Christians, Jews, and Muslims all in the same room sharing 
their experiences with one another. The conference began on the heels of the 
Islamic terror attack in Paris, France, that killed 130 people. Our Peace Conference 
started off with high tension in the air. At that moment, I was dealing with feelings 
of distrust, anger, and fear. Also, I can imagine that others, including Jews and 
Muslims, were feeling the same way.  
 
When Christ was born over 2000 years ago, angels made the declaration, “on 
earth, peace to men” (Lk. 2:14). Nowadays, that declaration seems like a lofty idea 
that will never be a reality. Our world contrasts what the angels said to the lowly 
shepherds on that crisp night in an ancient Palestine field. Today, we hear, see, 
and experience extremism perpetrating constant violence. Where is peace? Sadly, 
there seems to be a lot of Christian leaders who could use their platform to promote 
peace, but they are only adding to the fear out of their ignorance of the other.  I am 
convinced that most people around the world, regardless of faith, would much 
rather live in peace than in a state of continual violence. Furthermore, we can agree 
that all wars and uprisings have everything to do with political power and control. 
Sadly, the cover of religion is used to drum up support.   
 
True peace that Isaiah and the angels spoke of can only become a reality when 
the children of God start promoting it. Peace can only start to take hold when 
people start seeking it in their homes and communities. Politics cannot make my 
or your homes peaceful. Politicians cannot bring peace within our neighborhoods. 
Children of the Living God must be on the frontlines reaching out and forming 
relationships by conversing with others.  
 
I am also convinced that seeking peace does not mean conversion to a religion. 
However, it most certainly can lead to conversion. See, the sword never fully 
converts anyone – that’s a matter of the heart. Peace is respect and honor for the 
other. After all, Jesus commanded that we all should strive to become 
peacemakers (Mt. 5:6). That’s what the sermon on the mount was about.     
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Start becoming a peacemaker today by making 

peace with your family where there is any strife. Next, strike up a simple friendship 
with someone who is of a different race or religion than you. Try to see them as a 
fellow human and not as a goal of conversion or an enemy.   

 
Prayer:  Dear God, I need your peace. Silence my thoughts of confusion, 

anxiety, grief, or despair of hurt or anger. I surrender my unrest to you so that I 
may receive peace. Help me to be a spark that ignites peace in others. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 
Rev. Dennis Gossett   



DAY 3 - AWAKEN 
 
“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse and a branch shall grow 

out of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the 

Lord.” (Isaiah 11:1-3) 

 
As I think about the theme of today, automatically my mind goes to 

something big that is going to happen, needs to happen, or 

hopefully, will happen. In our lives as followers of Jesus, we desire 

awakenings in relationship with God. We want to know God more, 

love Him more, and love the world more. We desire a great 

awakening among us as individuals so that we can experience God. 

Most of the time, if we are honest with ourselves, our desires are 

great but are self-centered at times. What if our great awaken was 

not only for ourselves but mostly for others? Would we still desire 

that awakening? 

  

Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would awaken from the roots of Jesse, 

and the Spirit of the Lord would come upon him to bring salvation 

to the world. Jesus’ great awaken among us was not for himself to 

be in a right relationship with His father but to fulfill his Father’s will. 

What if today, our desire for a great awakening in our life, was two-

fold, both for relationship with God but also for our awakening to 

reach the ends of this world with His love?   

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Meditate on the desires of your 

heart. Ask yourself, do the desires of my heart create a great 

awakening for me that is for the sake of others or for myself. 

 

Prayer:  God, I ask today for a great awakening to happen in my 

life that is not only for my relationship with you but for the sake of 

others. Thank you for always hearing me and for sending your son 

as the greatest awakening the world has ever known. 

 

Rev. Kristina Crabtree 

 
 
  



DAY 4 - PREPARE FOR HIS ARRIVAL 
 
"The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel" (which means "God with us"). (Matt. 1:23 NIV) 

 

How do you prepare for guests? Perhaps during the holiday 

season, you will have guests several times. You might be a guest 

at someone’s house, too! I would imagine you go to great lengths 

to prepare for your guests; cleaning, straightening the living room, 

cooking, and ‘staging’ your house like on HGTV shows. When our 

guests arrive, we want them to feel at home; comfortable, a sense 

of belonging.  

 

During the Advent season, we are reminded to prepare ourselves 

for the arrival of Christ. How, though? Well, if you knew Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, the Creator of the Universe, was coming to 

your home, how would you prepare? We would probably do some 

things differently! Let’s prepare by simply inviting the work of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives, today. The wonderful mystery of it all is this:  

While we wait, God waits with us; working in and through our lives. 

Let’s join in and see how He’s preparing us. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Be mindful of how you prepare for 

any guests during this holiday season and apply the same energy 

towards preparing your souls for eternity.  

 

Prayer:  Immanuel, God with us, I invite the work of Your Spirit in 

my life, today. Prepare and use me to be a vessel of your service 

and love to others. Amen. 

 

Jonathan Crabtree 

Pastor of Student Ministry  



DAY 5 - KNOWING GOD 
 
“In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, and the Word 

was with God.” (John 1:1) 
 
What a beautiful, comforting statement we find in John 1:1.  The 
New Testament reduces the laws of the Old Testament to one rule: 
love.  If we want to KNOW God, we must know what true love is.  
To know this, we only have to study God’s behavior toward us.  God 
is generous, kind, faithful, supportive, nurturing, just, and 
FORGIVING. God is everything we want and need.  
 
To exist in God and KNOW God, we must exist and know God 
through our own acts of love in this world.  God is in the face of 
everyone we reach out to, no matter what walk of life he or she 
might come.  God’s love is in gentle words to a friend in pain, in the 
simple work of making a welcoming home for family or friends, and 
in the kindness shown to a stranger.  When we live in love, we truly 
KNOW God and embrace and are the hands and feet of the Word, 
that was and was with God. 
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge: Today do an anonymous kindness 

for someone you find it difficult to love. 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, fill my heart with love for you and 

for those whose lives I touch today.  Thank you for first loving me 

and showing me how to love and forgive others.  Amen. 

 

Sabrina Williams   

  



DAY 6 - FEAR OF THE LORD 
 
“Let them fear You while the sun endures, And as long as the moon, throughout 
all generations.” (Ps. 72:5, NASB).  
 

Fear is defined as being a strong emotion caused by the belief that someone 
or something is dangerous and is likely to cause harm, injury, and even death. 
Fear is often the method used to oppress a certain group of people. 
Propaganda is the greatest tool to invoke this strong emotion. Oppressors will 
use propaganda to convince a specific segment of society that they are inferior 
and weak. Media outlets will hype up events by using scare tactics to keep its 
target audience tuned in, thereby maintaining high ratings. Politicians will 
create fear among potential voters by convincing them that his/her opponent 
is evil and bad things will come if “they” win the election. Even Christian 
evangelist and preachers have used such tactics to get people down front 
during a crusade event or revival. They will use strong language to describe 
the horrors of hell and then condemn members of the audience of this being 
their final resting place. Often, I wonder how many of these Christians, who 
produce such a response, do it out of heartfelt sincerity or out of a want to 
separate folks from their pocketbooks.  
 
When we hear the word fear, this is most likely the image we think of. Sadly, 
this is what comes to mind when we are told to fear the Lord. Have you ever 
wondered why we are told to fear God? Isn’t God supposed to be loving, 
merciful and kind? If so, then why should we fear him? I have asked myself 
these same questions. Fortunately, this question can be answered by learning 
a little bit about Hebrew semantics. In Hebrew, the word often translated into 
the English as fear is “yare.” Admittingly, it certainly is associated with being 
afraid, but it is generally used to express reverence and having deep respect. 
We can say that is like being awestruck with God.  
 
It is hard for someone to develop a sincere deep respect for another if they 
are afraid of them. However, it is much easier to recognize the other’s 
goodness by witnessing their great qualities. How long has it been since you 
have looked up at the bright night sky and contemplated God’s creative hand? 
When was the last time you wrote down all of your blessings over the past 
year? When was the last time you sat quietly in God’s presence?  
 
These simple acts help to bring us into a greater understanding of how 
awesome our God is, thereby developing a healthy fear of the Lord.   
    
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Read your Holy Bible today. Ask God to 
reveal whatever he wants to you. Whatever word or phrase stands out to 
you, thank God for it and then do what is necessary to fulfill it.   
 
Prayer:  Father God, teach me to fear you; to hold you in such high regard 
that I forsake all others. Do not allow me Lord to become too haughty where 
I disrespect your holy will. Amen 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett   



DAY 7 - JUSTICE 
 
“The just shall live by his faith." (Habakkuk 2:4) 
 

Most often when the word justice is used, it is to identify an injustice 

perpetrated on an individual. Habakkuk uses the word just as a 

measuring stick of faithfulness to the followers of God. He 

challenges us to stop looking around and simply calling out for 

justice but to live justice.  

 

The actions of our lives demonstrate to others whether or not we 

are faithful to the call of following Jesus. This means that to live just, 

we must be faithful to the one that has called us from darkness to 

light. We must at all times be the sons and daughters of God to a 

world that has lost its way. If we accomplish this, then the cry for 

justice will be answered.  

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Read Habakkuk Chapter 2. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, may I live by faith and serve you justly all the days 

of my life. Amen. 

 

John Branning 
Lead Pastor, Central United Methodist Church 
Chaplain (MAJ) 185th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade 

  



DAY 8 - BEING ONE WITH EACH OTHER 
 
“So in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others.” (Rm. 12:5, NIV).  
 

Interestingly, only a handful of English translations of the Bible will phrase 
the above verse as it reads. Obviously, one of them is the New 
International Version. The NIV, along with others such as the NLT and 
NET, insert the word “belongs.” Even though the others omit this word, 
they strongly imply it. I like the above translation of Romans 12:5, because 
it depicts a person being attached to or being a member of something 
much greater than themselves. We can safely assume that this verse 
speaks against Christian isolationism.  
 
A few years ago, a group of ladies wanted to reach out to women in the 
United States. The goal was to encourage them to live a fun, faith-filled, 
purposeful life. So, they began to recruit female communicators from 
different genres such as comedians, musicians, storytellers, writers, and 
athletes. The group decided to rightly call this event BELONG. Today, 
BELONG tours all over the country and offers simulcast to women who 
cannot attend the two-day event. BELONG recruits its participants by 
encouraging individuals to invite a group of friends to come along. 
According to their website, the main purpose of the BELONG Tour is to 
connect women with one another.  
 
Events like this are great. People, no matter where they live, want to a part 
of something. We are designed in such a unique way that we instinctively 
desire to be connected to someone else. I think it takes more effort 
choosing to live in isolation rather than community. We are just not wired 
that way. That is why so many clinical studies have challenged the prison 
system’s practice of isolated confinement. People need people. The 
practice of belonging made the first church-plant so successful. In ancient 
Palestine, suddenly folks with different backgrounds and languages were 
coming together, living among each other, and helping one another with 
whatever need they had. It is of the utmost importance for someone to feel 
they belong, especially to a community of faith. This holiday season is a 
great opportunity to start friendships with strangers, mend a strained 
relationship, and strengthen the ones we have.          
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Make it a priority today to contact an old 
friend, start a conversation with a stranger, or invite a co-worker or 
classmate to church.    
 
Prayer:  Father God, thank you for wanting to be in relationship with me. 
Thank you for creating us to be in relationship with others. Today, I ask 
you to put someone in my path who needs to feel they belong. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 



DAY 9 - BEING ONE WITH CHRIST 
 
“I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one--as you 

are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that 

the world will believe you sent me.” (John 17:21) 

  

Being one with Christ is a hard concept to grasp. Jesus came to this 

earth to bring about salvation for the whole world. Our day jobs are 

not all about bringing salvation to the whole world. Or is it? Jesus’ 

prayer to the Father was about us. He was thinking about those who 

would proclaim to be his followers in the days to come and he 

prayed for us. (I believe he still prays this at the right hand of his 

Father.) Jesus desires for us to be one with him in every aspect of 

our lives. He desires for us not only to be one with him as 

“Christians” but in everything that we do.  

 

Every conversation we have throughout our day, every decision we 

make, every relationship we are a part of, every co-worker we work 

with, every teacher that teaches us, and EVERYTHING we do, in a 

way, brings about salvation to the world. Do you know how? We 

have the very Spirit of God that was in Jesus in us today. God’s 

Spirit is moving among our conversations, relationships, and our 

decisions. Being one with Christ is about joining in his mission to 

the world.  

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Take a look at your life. Write 

down where you work, who you have conversations with, and your 

relationships (close and distant). Take one and ask yourself, how 

am I bringing about salvation to those individuals. 

  

Prayer:  Oh Lord, the one who sits at the right hand of the father, 

may our lives be evident that you are bringing salvation to the world 

through every aspect of my life. Make me One with you Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Rev. Kristina Crabtree  

  



DAY 10 - COMMERCIALIZATION 
 
“The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 

Bethlehem, the city of David!” 

(Luke 2:11 NLT) [Read vs. 8-20 for entire story] 

 

November 1st seems to be the official unofficial start to the Holiday 

season, now. Thanksgiving Day is just the halfway mark or the 

warm-up exercise before the big day. Just as soon as the children 

finish with “trick or treat,” the department stores have the Christmas 

lights and trees up with anything Halloween or Fall related tossed 

to the 50% off sale racks. Christmas commercials sneak their way 

in as subtle as possible. 

 

I think it’s safe to say: We’ve commercialized Christmas. I love 

Christmas just as much as the next person, but it has a season for 

a reason. [Rhyme not intended but it happened.] The season of 

Advent, the waiting and longing for the return of Christ, is the 

season following Thanksgiving Day until Christmas Day. So, as our 

consumer culture is quick to commercialize Christmas, may we not 

forget those other important holidays in between Halloween and 

Christmas; All Saints Day, Sunday [Nov. 1st & 6th], Christ the King 

Sunday and end of the liturgical year [Nov. 20th], and of course, 

Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24th.  

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Enjoy the holiday season, but be 

mindful of the days in between Halloween and Christmas. 

Remember the season of Advent that leads us to Christmas Day. 

 

Prayer:  God with us, help us to not forget the season of Advent in 

which we long for Your return to establish and build Your Kingdom 

here on earth as it is in Heaven.  

 

Jonathan Crabtree 

Pastor of Student Ministry 

  



DAY 11 - GREED 
 
“And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn.” (Luke 2:6-7} 

 
The most precious gift of all, yet man would not accept it. Christmas is 
often the best of things and the worst of things. It’s the holiday that we love 
to look forward to and it’s the holiday we often don’t want to see arrive. 
Christmas is a day of charity and a day of tremendous greed. We love to 
get cards in the mail, but we’re often not all that excited with the trouble of 
sending them. We are touched by unexpected gifts, but we hate to shop 
for them, especially, if it means finding the one for the person who has 
everything or waiting in long lines. We love the season and all the lights, 
yet, we aren’t all that excited about pulling out our own; and to top it all, 
the decorations keep coming out earlier and earlier each year. 
 

We can’t wait for Christmas to get here, and we can’t wait for it to be over 
for another year. It’s a holy day on the Christian calendar, but it has 
become more and more the most secular holiday of the Christian year. 
Christmas is a day of extremes in other ways as well. This is the season 
we prepare for God’s gift in the Baby born in a manger in Bethlehem, not 
in a palace, but in a dirty, smelly stable. 
 

This Baby born in a manger is the One born to save us both from 
ourselves, our false values, greed, and sins. The Christmas mystery is that 
He didn’t have to do it. God would have been just in turning His back on 
us sinful people, but instead, He chose to come in the form of this tiny 
baby. God became a man. He would do this simply for our salvation. He 
was born in a manger, lived a perfect life, yet, went to the cross to pay for 
our every sin.  
 

For unto YOU is born this day, a Savior who is Christ the Lord. Because 
of a love that knew no greed, we are offered an undeserved love, a love 
we cannot earn. God offers to us the greatest Christmas gift: Forgiveness, 
and Eternal Life. And it is all ours thanks to the most selfless gift of all – 
God in the form of a tiny baby. Will you have room for Him in this season? 
 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Send a card to a person you know is 
struggling with the stress of the season. Let them know you are thinking 
of and praying for them.   
 

Prayer:  Most Gracious God, help me to not rush through this season with 
lists, parties, shopping, just wanting to get through, but let me be reminded 
with each gift purchased, each decoration put up, that the reason for this 
season is not in the flashing lights or the perfectly wrapped gifts, but rather 
in the ultimate sacrifice of Your Son, who came to earth to save an 
undeserving people.  Thank you for this most precious gift.  Amen. 

Sabrina Williams 



DAY 12 - CHILD OF GOD 

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” (Jn. 1:12, ESV). 
 
“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” (Gal. 3:26, ESV) 

 

Over 2000 years ago, a child was born who changed the world. So much 
ink has been spilled depicting his life’s story that it is unmeasurable. 
Throughout the centuries, people have claimed him to be a prophet, a 
divine being, a human with divine knowledge, or simply the world’s most 
famous hoax. This is not so for the Christian. The Christian claims Jesus 
as not only being a real historical figure but also as Savior. He is the 
promised Messiah whom the ancient Jewish prophets have spoken of.  
Each year, Christians around the world celebrate Jesus’ arrival on earth, 
acknowledging the virgin birth, remembering the gifts from the wise men 
and proclaim, along with heavenly angels, that the Savior has been born.  
 
Is it not interesting how the Bible does not describe Jesus as a rich and 
handsome elite, but rather as an average lower-class laborer? One would 
think that the child of God deserved much better placement in life. He 
deserved to be someone of importance. However, this was not to be the 
case. People were unaware that when they looked into the eyes of this 
average carpenter’s son that they were seeing into the eyes of God.  
 
Adam was said to have also been created in the image of God. That 
means all of his descendants were marked with the same quality. If this is 
true, then all people in every corner of the world are bearers of God’s 
image, children of God. We are all connected. Every time we peer into the 
faces of our enemies, we are only seeing a reflection of who we are. This 
includes the atheist, murderer, thief, Buddhist, Muslim, and all those who 
are different.  However, the only way we can start to act more like children 
of God, rather than disobedient brats, is to start doing what Jesus taught 
us. For the Christian, it is by faith in Jesus we recognize our position and 
our true nature. Now, it is about time we start claiming it!    
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, resolve to see everyone as your 
brother and sister; a child of God. Then make the decision to begin living 
into your identity.     
 
Prayer:  Father God, thank you for creating us in your image. Help me to 
recognize others who are precious in your sight, especially those who I am 
disenfranchised with. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 

 
  



DAY 13 - BLOSSOMING OF FAITH 
 
“And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time 
as this?” (Esther 4:14). KJV 

 

“Bloom Where You’re Planted.” I recall first hearing this phrase from 

a United Methodist Women’s speaker at Annual Conference. The 

saying has the sense that we are to let God use us and seek to be 

fruitful wherever we are.  Sometimes we may find ourselves 

providentially planted where we would rather not be. A true test of 

character is whether we wilt or bloom in these places. 

 

An example of this is Esther.  Esther was one of the Jewish exiles 

in Persia who, due to her natural beauty, was unexpectedly placed 

in a position she probably never imagined herself being in. She was 

selected to be the queen! All through the story, she could have 

decided another path but her actions saved the Jewish people. 

 

The birth of Jesus brings a new destiny for us all. You and I may 

not be kings or queens of nations, but we are challenged to be 

God’s IronMaker wherever we are. I hope that when our opportunity 

comes, we bloom where we are planted. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Remember a person in your life 

that bloomed where they were planted and give thanks to God for 

their spiritual legacy. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, use me wherever you need me and let my life be an 

example of contentment and hope. Amen. 

 

John Branning 
Lead Pastor, Central United Methodist Church 
Chaplain (MAJ) 185th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade   



DAY 14 - REDEEMED 
 
Daniel Whittle rose to the rank of Major during the Civil War. While serving, he 
was wounded and captured during battle. Major Whittle’s right arm was soon 
amputated at a Prisoner of War camp where he was being held. With a lot of 
time on his hands, he began to read a New Testament Bible that was left in 
his cell. Prison guards often found Major Whittle staying up late into the night 
reading from that tethered Bible. The Major later admits that he never 
accepted Christ while reading it. That did not occur until one day when a 
hospital orderly and a guard convinced him to pray with a young, dying soldier. 
In his journal Whittle recorded the encounter: 
 

 

Major Daniel Whittle went on to be an evangelist and hymn writer after the 
war. One of my personal favorites of his is “I Know Whom I Have Believed” 
that can be found in the United Methodist Hymnal. His story of redemption is 
a common one told of people who encounter the scripture. As a matter of fact, 
it is the story that binds all Christians together. The story of Jesus is the story 
of us all, even the church in America. I often wonder what amazing things 
could happen if we were to seriously begin to study our New Testament, 
discuss it with each other and challenge one another by it. It would reshape 
families, communities, and this country. We would be seeking peace instead 
of animosity, humility instead of arrogance, giving instead of wealth, etc. 
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge: Today, begin reclaiming who you are. You 
are redeemed through the sacrifice of Christ. Also, remind others who they 
are, thereby, allowing our common heritage to redeem our land.     
 
Prayer:  Father God, today I accept anew the sacrifice of Jesus, on my behalf, 
and offer myself as a witness to that salvation. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 

 
  

“I dropped to my knees and held the boy’s hand in mine. In a few 

broken words, I confessed my sins and asked Christ to forgive me. I 

believed right there that He did forgive me. I then prayed earnestly for 

the boy. He became quiet and pressed my hand as I prayed and 

pleaded God’s promises [the promises I remembered from reading in 

the Gospels every night]. When I arose from my knees, the boy took 

his last breath and died. A look of peace had come over his troubled 

face, and I cannot but believe that God who used him to bring me to 

the Savior, used me to lead him to trust Christ’s precious blood and 

find pardon. And I hope to meet that young man in heaven.” 



DAY 15 - GIVING 
 
“God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son 

into the world so that we might have eternal life through him.”  

(1 John 4:9) 

 

We all know that God gave his Son to bring about salvation for the 

whole world. Have you ever thought about that act from the Father’s 

standpoint? Up to this point in history, Jesus had been with his 

Father. God decided to send his Son to us out of his love for us. 

Wow! How many of us would sacrifice our children for the sake of 

another? That is how marvelous God’s love is for the whole world. 

 

Right after my daughter, Dani, was born, I remember having a 

thoughtful moment in the middle of the night rocking her back to 

sleep. The thought of what if God asked me to give Dani as a 

sacrifice for somebody else. I remember weeping over Dani. All I 

could do at that moment was thank God for his willingness to 

sacrifice his son for me. Oh, how God must have been in pain to 

see his Son die. God’s love is unexplainable, but oh, how his love 

was given for you and for me through his son.  Thank you, Father. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  I ask that if you are a parent to 

meditate on what God must have been feeling to give up his son in 

comparison to how you would feel if God asked you to give up your 

child for the sake of others. Write a letter to God explaining your 

experience.  

 

Prayer:  Oh how marvelous is your love, God. Thank you for your 

love that you showed for me and the world through giving up your 

only son. Help me today to know your love more deeply today. 

 

Rev. Kristina Crabtree 

 
  



DAY 16 - MIGHTY DEEDS OF GOD 
 
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21 NIV) 

 

What comes to mind when you think of the word, ‘mighty?’ Maybe 

someone you know personally? Or, perhaps a celebrity? Do you 

think of one of the natural wonders of the world or some type of 

human-made product? What about low social class, family in 

poverty, young parents with mother conceiving a child out of 

wedlock, refugees? Probably, not so mighty, eh?  

 

Well, this is Jesus Christ. From being the Creator of the Universe to 

becoming the Crumb of Nazareth, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

became the lowest of lows to redeem all of creation and humanity. 

He was an ordinary guy that knew how to build furniture. He 

probably fell down and scraped His knee when he was a child. He 

probably cried. He probably had acne as a teenager. He probably 

was even hungry and without food at times. We’re not sure what 

happened to his dad, Joseph, after a few years, but we know his 

mother was there at Jesus’ death. 

 

This is Jesus Christ. This is the mighty deed of God Almighty that 

we might be forgiven at the expense and loss of Jesus’ life. Some 

God, huh? Because of His deed for humanity, we can face the 

struggles of life, the pains of tomorrow, the worries of today, the 

addictions, the troubles, the fear, the regrets, the mistakes, the bad 

attitudes, the harsh words of our own, the rejection of others, the 

feelings of solitude, and all things that prevent us from knowing 

God’s love. That’s the power of the deed still at work in us that 

began a long time ago. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Speak words of encouragement 

to someone today who seems like they’re facing troubles or worries. 

 

Prayer:  God, we give you thanks for your work through Jesus 

Christ and the work you’re doing, today. Show us how we can join 

in. Amen. 

 

Jonathan Crabtree 

Pastor of Student Ministry 
  



DAY 17 - REJOICE 
 
“And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior” (Luke 1: 46,47) 

 
Rejoice is a verb, an action word.  It means to feel or show great joy or 
delight. For anyone who has experienced the birth of a child, grandchild, 
niece or nephew, you understand the action underlying this word, rejoice. 
Your heart, nor your physical being can contain the joy of this precious gift 
of life. At the moment you hold this child, you cannot imagine any greater 
joy than at that moment.  There will be, however, many more moments of 
pure joy this child brings to you. Many tears also will come with this child. 
  
So, it was when our Heavenly Father came to earth.  Mary and Joseph 
looked upon this tiny baby in wonder and awe.  The angels sang in glory 
of His birth, as the shepherds made their way in excitement to see this 
child. Word spread throughout the town of Bethlehem that this baby was 
indeed the King they had waited for.  Not long after, the Magi began a 
journey that would take many months; all to see this now tiny boy. There 
was indeed much rejoicing.  
 
This child, who brought joy to so many, also brought tears. We often forget 
that in coming human form to earth, God also formed relationships with 
humankind. He was a son, a brother, a nephew, cousin, and friend. Many 
tears were shed as they watched one who they so dearly loved, scorned, 
rejected, and killed.  Because God was in human form, it must have hurt 
Him deeply to watch those He loved so on this earth in such pain.  
 
Because we have the privilege of knowing “the rest of the story,” we know 
that there would once again be rejoicing.  Rejoicing in a Risen King...a 
Heavenly King...an Eternal King. Rejoice, an action word indeed...an 
action. Because of a tiny baby, we have the opportunity to, eternally!  
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Purchase a small angel, manger scene 
or cross. (You can get from a dollar store...they are everywhere). Give to 
a child and remind them of how God loves them and rejoices in their life 
on earth, and that He loves them so He sent Jesus to live in their hearts 
forever, and to keep as a reminder of God’s love for them. 
 
Prayer:  Thank you Heavenly Father for coming to earth in the form of 
man to live among us and show us how to love.  May I always remember, 
even in the darkest times, that you know and understand all of my human 
emotions and can rejoice in the promise of eternal life. 
 
Sabrina Williams 

 

 
 
 



DAY 18 - PATIENCE 
 
“Behold, now is ‘The Acceptable Time,’ behold, no is ‘The Day of Salvation,’ – 
giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be 
discredited, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in 
much endurance, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, in 
the word of truth, in the power of God” (2 Cor. 2-7, NASB). 
 

If you have been around the Methodist Church or any of its off-shoots, then 
you have been exposed to the word prevenient grace. Prevenient is a 
derivative of a Latin word which means “to go before.” Some would like to 
believe that Mr. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, came 
up with a new theological concept. However, the idea of prevenient grace has 
been in our Christian belief structure through church history. In the year of 529 
A.D., an article of faith accepted at the Council of Orange stated “God 
prepares our wills that [we] may desire the good. In every good work, it is not 
we who begin…but He (God) first inspires us with faith and love of Him, 
through no preceding merit on our part.” This kind of grace was once again 
affirmed at the Council of Trent between 1545-63 by further establishing that 
those who turned from God by sins are disposed of by God's grace to turn 
back and become justified by freely assenting to that grace. Both Jacob 
Arminius (1560-1609) and John Wesley ( 1703-1791) embedded the “grace 
that goes before us” into their theological teachings.  
 
Our understanding of “grace that goes before us” or prevenient can also be 
viewed as a positive attribute of God. This is how we can know of God’s 
patience. Think about how many times you have failed in your walk of faith. 
How about during those times that you were not a follower of the Christian 
faith? Yet, in the midst of those moments the Lord was patiently calling out to 
you though you did not hear Him. You nor I have the capability to turn 
ourselves around. Our minds are naturally darkened by the rat-race of this life. 
Therefore, God’s proceeding grace is afforded to humanity. Even now, He is 
calling sinners to “come home,” like a patient parent does their wayward child.  
 
We are encouraged to become more Christ-like. That means we are to 
embody the characteristics that Jesus demonstrated for us while he was on 
this earth. One of those characteristics was patience. In our fast paced, I-want-
it-now world, it is difficult to develop this virtue, but not impossible because 
God’s grace is waiting on us. In the patience game, we need to remember to 
display endurance.  
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, be extra patient with those around 
you, especially with the ones who are wearing thin on your nerves.     
 
Prayer:  Father God, grant me patience today because you have been and 
continue to be so patient with me. In the name of Jesus, my Lord. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 
  



DAY 19 - COMPLAINING 
 
“There, too, the whole community of Israel complained about Moses and 

Aaron.” (Exodus 16:2 NLT) 

 

I have always hated people that complain all the time. They could 

find something wrong with free ice cream, hot coffee, and puppies. 

Moses and Aaron knew a little about dealing with lots of people that 

complained about their time in the wilderness. They complained 

about the food, their conditions of living, lack of water, and the 

leadership of Moses and Aaron. At one point, they said it was better 

to be a slave in Egypt than in the wilderness. Ultimately, they were 

complaining against God. 

 

There are many situations in life that are less than pleasing, but a 

follower of Jesus focuses on the blessing of the moment. Christmas 

is a time of remembering that God loved us enough to send his son 

to redeem us from our sins and give us life. Every good gift that you 

have in your life is from God and that is enough to never complain 

again. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Name three blessings God has 

given you today. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, do not allow me to complain but instead to see all 

that you have given me. Amen. 

 

John Branning 
Lead Pastor, Central United Methodist Church 
Chaplain (MAJ) 185th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade 

 
  



DAY 20 - SUFFERING 
 
“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained 
by it.” (Heb. 12:11, NIV). 

 
We have entered a time in our society where no one wants to be 
uncomfortable. At first sign of any discomfort, we rush to find ways to 
become numb to it. This mentality has also bled over into the American 
church. Think about what 95% of our prayer time is focused on. We pray 
for God to deliver us from our illness, cure our diseases, smooth over our 
relationships, help us get a job, and to fix our automobiles. It has been 
embedded into our religious psyche to plead to the Lord for an end to our 
suffering. Jesus stepped out of heaven and entered our world that is full 
of pain, both physical and emotional. When his physical mission on earth 
was complete, Jesus prayed to the Father to take away the pain he would 
have to endure, but recanted and said, “Not my will but yours.” Why would 
he do such a thing? What good could come out of pain and eventual 
death? Well, you and I are the benefactors of Jesus’ suffering for it brought 
about salvation and redemption.  
 
I am not suggesting that we stop praying for the relief of other people’s 
suffering and even our own. However, I am suggesting that something 
sacred may come out of it. For example, when we go through the 
sufferings of life it makes us more empathetic to those who are also 
suffering. We can be the shining light of hope for someone who feels they 
have hit the bottom. Suffering also teaches us that we cannot always be 
in control. It disciplines us to relinquish it over to God by acknowledging 
that He knows best and his mercy will be manifested in one way or 
another. Suffering also gives us a chance to search who we really are 
deep down inside. We are giving the opportunity to let go of the fakeness 
that we so often put on in front of others. There are moments when people 
asks how we are doing, then we lie, put on a smile and say, “Fine and how 
are you?” In suffering, we don’t have to lie; we can be weak and not fake. 
We can have honest communication, allow true servanthood to be 
demonstrated, and real lasting love to be fostered.  
 
There is always something of wonderful value that can be learned at the 
end of our journey through suffering. Perhaps, the divine is manifested in 
ways that were never visible or understood before.    
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, do not shy away from someone 
who is going through a tough time. If you are journeying through such a 
place, then take courage to walk through it in order to see something 
beautiful on the other side.      
 
Prayer:  Father God, not my will be done, but thine O’ Lord. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 



DAY 21 - ASSURANCE 
 
“Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having 

our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 

washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22) 

 
During this Advent season, we are drawing near to the birth of our 

savior Jesus Christ. God who drew near to us by becoming flesh. I 

am always amazed at the birth story of Jesus and the magnitude of 

God becoming flesh to dwell among us and now dwells within us. If 

we take in that concept, the sense of awe should come over us. 

God has always been the one drawing near to us, but it is also a 

part of our relationship with God to draw near to him.  

 

The scripture above talks about being able to draw near to God, 

because we have a heart of faith and we are certain that we have a 

relationship with God through what his Son did on the cross. So be 

certain, to have assurance, is to have faith in the one who is always 

drawing near to us. That assurance allows us to draw near to God. 

Do you sometimes wonder how you draw near to God? Do you 

doubt the assurance you have in relationship to God? It is easy to 

doubt our assurance in God, but today, know that no matter our 

earthly doubts, we can have the assurance of God drawing near to 

us today.  

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, find a time for you to draw 

near to God. Allow the assurance that God is already drawing near 

to you to allow you to draw near to Him.  

 

Prayer:  Father, I am thankful for your presence throughout my life 

and my day today. Help me to become more aware of your 

presence drawing near to me today. Thank you for drawing near to 

me, even when I don’t draw near to you. 

 
Rev. Kristina Crabtree  

  



DAY 22 - ENDURING 
 
"A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.”  

(1 Cor. 12:7 NLT) 

 

When I was a child during Christmas, I remember longing to open 

one of my presents before Christmas Day. My parents would tell 

me, no, but I was patiently persistent. Finally, I was allowed to open 

one on Christmas Eve following the service at church. Somehow I 

ended up choosing the one with socks or a shirt. Boring!  

 

During Advent, we long for the arrival of Christ, again. While we 

wait, life continues along with its struggles and pain. It seems as 

though Christ will never return just by looking at recent news 

headlines. As I’ve said before, the wonderful mystery of it all is that 

while we wait, Christ waits with us. God has given us the gift of His 

Spirit just waiting to be used in and through our lives. So, why wait 

until Christmas Day to celebrate the arrival of Christ when we can 

open the gift of the Spirit within us now? 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  What gifts or talents do you feel 

God has given you to bless and transform this community? 

 

Prayer:  Dear God, the Giver of the gifts of the Spirit, reveal to me 

the gifts and talents you have created in me to do good in your 

world. Amen. 

 

Jonathan Crabtree 

Pastor of Student Ministry 

  



DAY 23 - BEING A WITNESS 
 
“… there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flocks by night…” (Luke 2:8) 

 
We don’t hear much about shepherds these days. Chances are 
very few of us have ever met one. They do, however, always have 
their place at Christmastime. Every manger scene includes at least 
one, sometimes with a lamb on his shoulders. 
 

In the days of Jesus shepherds were not the first people you would 
call when a baby was born, especially not a baby as special as this 
one. Shepherds were the lowliest of the low.  Luke, however, tells 
us that the angels don’t announce Jesus’ birth to the priests or the 
important people in Bethlehem. Instead, they appear in the dark 
night sky on the outskirts of town to a group of people who spent 
their time tending sheep. Why these people?  
 

Why share this wondrous news with those at the bottom of the 
social ladder? Perhaps God was sending a message about the kind 
of Messiah this child would be. The infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes would reach out to the least and the lost. He would not be 
interested or even be aware of social stance. In fact, He would 
touch the untouchable, love the unlovable, and shepherd God’s 
people with compassion and mercy. It would be those very people 
who would, unashamedly, bear witness to the glorious acts and 
miracles they had seen.  
 

Do we bear witness to the great things done in our lives or are we 
afraid people will look down on us if we share our “dirtiness” and 
how we have been cleansed through the One who came to save 
us?  We have all had those moments in which we have reached out 
to touch the hem of His robe. Let us, like the lowly shepherds, the 
lepers, the unclean woman, be willing to bear witness to others of 
the Gift given to this world...a world desperately in need. 
 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Do a kindness for someone today, 
who others might look down upon. Do not judge; do not question 
their worthiness. 
  

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you that you loved me in spite of 
my dirtiness, a dirtiness that comes from the darkest corners of my 
being...a dirtiness that I do not share, but You see and still love me.  
Help me not to look down on others but rather see You in them.  
Amen. 

Sabrina Williams 



DAY 24 - THE VIRGIN BIRTH 
 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isa. 7:14, NIV). 
 

All of us have heard the story of, or variations of it, Mary and the virgin 
birth. Modern Christians are familiar with the nativity scene and may even 
have a miniature one in their homes. This may come as a shock to you, 
but the validity of the virgin birth has come under fire in the past several 
decades. I have even heard of preachers denying it, which by the way did 
not settle well with their congregations. Their argument starts with the 
translation of Old Testament prophecy about the virgin birth as told in 
Isaiah. The Greek rendering of the Hebrew Scriptures translates the word 
(almah) as exclusively meaning virgin. However, the Hebrew translation 
called the Masoretic text suggest that (almah) can mean both virgin or 
young woman. I could go into a long boring dissertation about how I 
believe the former is the correct translation for our Western minds, but I 
will spare you. Just note that St. Matthew, a first century Jew, also believed 
this way and understood (almah) to mean virgin (see Mt. 1:23). 
 
Why is this important? It is of the utmost importance when we humans 
consider who we are and who Jesus is. The Christian faith teaches us that 
we are born into sin, and Paul explained it in his letter to the Romans 5:12-
14. That means we have a sin nature inside of us. King David understood 
this when he wrote in Psalm 51:5, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Jesus, on the other hand, did not. 
He did not know sin because he was not born into it like we are. How is 
that possible? Well, the Scriptures teach us that he was born of the Holy 
Spirit and of the Father. Jesus was to become the perfect sacrifice, without 
blemish, to take away the sins of the world. “For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). If Jesus is not perfect than we do not have perfect 
forgiveness. For a virgin to become pregnant without a male seed is 
biologically extraordinary and goes against the laws of nature. If we quickly 
dismiss this miracle, then we must dismiss all other claims that contrast 
natural laws, such as someone rising from the dead! 
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, contemplate on the work that 
God has done for you.       
 
Prayer:  God, you have done a mighty thing for us, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes. The world cannot fathom such deeds. I thank you for sending 
your son Jesus, who was nurtured in the water of the Virgin’s womb, so 
that I may have eternal life. In his precious name, I pray, Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 

  



DAY 25 - IMMANUEL 
 
"Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and 

they will call him Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.” 

(Matthew 1:23 NLT) 

 

Christmas day is a time of magic for people of all ages. Santa has 

brought gifts to good little girls and boys, families will eat meals 

together, open presents, and rest. Yet, our celebration is not about 

Santa or anyone else, it is about the birth of Jesus. I hope today we 

will remember that we celebrate not only the birth of Jesus but his 

life and sacrifice. Christmas is the beginning of our redemption 

story. 

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Tell everyone you meet Merry 

Christmas! 

 

Prayer:  Lord, thank you for this day and may I always remember 

that you are the reason not only for the season but for all of life. 

Amen. 

 

John Branning 
Lead Pastor, Central United Methodist Church 
Chaplain (MAJ) 185th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade 
 

 
 
  



DAY 26 - A SIGN FROM HEAVEN 
 
“This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” (Lk. 2:12, NASB). 
 

This was the message given to simple shepherds by an angel of the Lord, 
as they were watching over their flock at night. The next thing they knew 
they were looking at not just one angel, but a multitude of them praising 
and singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men 
with whom He is pleased.” (Lk. 2:14). Can you imagine such a sight? It 
must have been magnificent and yet, terrifying at the same time seeing 
and conversing with ethereal beings. What is more amazing than seeing 
angels is what the one angel proclaimed to the shepherds. The angel 
explained that he/she or others were not the sign from heaven, even as 
convincing as they were. Instead, it was said that the most significant sign 
of all will be embodied in a small baby found lying in a manger. This must 
have been a strange proclamation indeed! An infant, who is so vulnerable 
and cannot even provide for itself, is the greatest sign the world has ever 
known. The one who holds the keys to the universe is lying there helpless. 
The one who can multiply food is found crying out of hunger. That must 
have been a sight to see.  
 
We all want to see signs to confirm our faith. We want to know that what 
we are doing is real and not something made up. In the Bible, we are often 
too critical of those Pharisees who demanded a sign from Jesus. How dare 
they! Right? It is Jesus who sets those wrong-doers straight by telling them 
that no sign will be given, except the sign of Jonah. How often do we pray 
that God will give us a sign as an answer to a prayer or as a confirmation 
to go in a certain direction? You know – like the same kind Gideon had. 
However, Jesus does not do that often. 
 
Did you know that, in fact, there is a divine sign that is given every day? 
We often overlook it because it is really simple and thereby can be easily 
dismissed. The sign that is given every day is faith. There are multitudes 
of people who suddenly come to have faith in Jesus Christ – someone 
they have never met or seen. Along with that, thousands of people are 
holding on to faith during the most difficult hardships. The sign of faith 
allows the recipient to foresee peace and justice in a place where it is 
currently absent. It grants us the ability to dream the impossible. Faith 
makes us long for a home we have never seen. It gives us hope in trying 
times.   
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, ask God to grant you more faith 
in Him, and then, be patient while He begins to work in you and around 
you to build faith up inside of you.        
 
Prayer:  God, grant me more faith today, so that I may trust you more; in 
your unfailing goodness and mercies. In Jesus name, I pray. Amen. 

Rev. Dennis Gossett 



DAY 27- RESTORATION 
 
“God, your God, will restore everything you lost; he’ll have compassion 

on you; he’ll come back and pick up the pieces from all the places where 

you were scattered.” Deuteronomy 30:3 

 

Restoration is seen throughout the whole narrative of scripture. I 

encourage you to read the entire chapter of Deuteronomy 30. The 

book of Deuteronomy is one of my favorite Old Testament books. 

As a whole, it tells the redemptive nature of our God among his 

people, Israel. Israel had lost their land, their identity, and 

everything they ever value are themselves as the people of God. 

They were desperate for God to restore what he had originally 

planned for his people.  

 

No matter how many times the people of Israel failed to be an 

obedient people, God was always there to restore his relationship 

with his people. Today, I hope that you can see the restoration that 

God has provided, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. If you 

are in need of restoration from this life, God will restore. The people 

of Israel, through many lessons, had to come to the understanding 

that nothing they did, good or bad, would ever take away the love 

of God towards his people. For them to come to that realization in 

their lives was the turning point of restoration for Israel.  

 

Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Do you need restoration in your 

life? Do you feel like you have been scattered into a million pieces? 

I challenge you to write down your desire for restoration and trust 

God will bring restoration to your life. Share your desires with a 

community of people so that they can also pray for your restoration.  

 

Prayer:  Redeemer God, I thank you today for your evidence in 

scripture that you are a God who redeems and brings about 

restoration. I desire restoration for my life. Lord, come and bring 

restoration in my life today.  

 

Rev. Kristina Crabtree   



DAY 28 - HEALING 
 
“Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28 NLT) 

 
I’m not a medical person by any means, but I do know that 
probably the most important thing someone can do when they 
scrape their skin or endure a simple cut is to clean the wound, 
immediately. Sometimes this involves cleaning solutions that burn 
when applied, and it may involve some cleaning of the damaged 
area. Sometimes, after much application of healing ointments, a 
scar is left behind reminding the person of the event. Though the 
area is healed, there is that reminder. 
 
We make mistakes. ‘Cuts’ and ‘scrapes’ in our lives made from 
decisions will eventually leave behind a reminding scar. The most 
important thing we can do before the effects of our choices 
becomes infected is to clean the wound! Claiming our mistakes 
before they become even bigger problems is so important and 
necessary. Ask God for forgiveness and for guidance to not repeat 
the mistake. Ask someone you trust to pray with you so they can 
offer their healing words, as well. 
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  What mistakes do you need to 
ask God to forgive? Do you have someone in your life to whom 
you can confide in? If not, find someone. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, forgive me for this mistake. Guide me with 
your Spirit to not make the same mistake, again. Amen. 
 
Jonathan Crabtree 
Pastor of Student Ministry 

  



DAY 29 - ANNOUNCING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
“But the angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the City of 
David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10) 

 
On the top of our family tree is a muslin angel that I made the first 
Christmas Rick and I were married. Years ago, I grew tired of the 
primitive angel and decided to replace it with a beautiful star I had 
found in a department store. There was a family revolt. It was like 
we could not have Christmas if that angel was not on the top of the 
tree. So back to the department store the star went, and the little 
muslin angel still looks down over our tree. 
 
Angels, like the one on our Christmas tree, play a very important 
role in the Christmas story. An angel announced to the virgin Mary 
that she was going to bear the Son of God, then appeared to 
Joseph, telling him the very same thing. Finally, we see a group of 
them announcing the birth of Jesus to the shepherds in a pasture 
in Bethlehem. The word for angel literally means “messenger”. 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 
This surely caught the shepherds’ attention. Could the long-awaited 
Savior and Messiah really be the One prophesied?  Then an entire 
chorus of angels joined in song, noting that this birth would result in 
glory to God in heaven, and God’s grace and peace to people on 
earth. At that point, the angels took the focus off themselves and 
toward God. That is now our role today: to share this good news 
with others. We are God’s messengers today. 
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today as you shop, go into a 
convenience store, etc., make an intentional point to share with 
someone and turn the focus of this season on the Birth of the Christ 
child. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, thank you for coming to earth as our Savior, our 
Messiah, our Lord. Help us to be like your angels, announcing the 
good news of your birth this Christmas. Amen. 
 
Sabrina Williams 
 



DAY 30 - THE HEIR OF ALL THINGS 
 
“but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.” (Heb. 1:2, ESV). 
 

I grew up in a long lineage consisting of blue collar workers. Most men from 
my family were either truck drivers, carpenters, or factory workers. Those who 
are in these types of fields understand how difficult it can be to hand down an 
inheritance of any significance to children. Typically, we don’t own large 
portions of land, have expensive heirlooms, or investment properties to pass 
along to the next generation. However, my family is made up of hardworking 
and kind individuals. I do not write this in any attempt to gain sympathy, but 
only as a way to introduce a bit of my own perspective on the subject of being 
an heir. It is hard for me to imagine the responsibility that comes along with 
inheriting a great amount of wealth and/or property. After all, when one finally 
gains the inheritance, one does not come into their new role wanting to 
squander everything away. The majority of people want to initially be 
successful.  
 
Can you imagine being someone who has just inherited the world? That 
includes every nation, all its water systems, and even those unchartered 
places. Every person on the face of the planet is now your responsibility. What 
a task that must be! Jesus is just that person and has made a way for everyone 
to gain access into the Kingdom of Heaven. He did not do it for a specific group 
only, but he did it for all. Now, any earthly inheritance we may ever gain or 
hope to gain cannot come close in comparison to what we are gaining in 
heaven. No matter how much we are saving or how hard we are working, 
things will never be as important as gaining eternity. “It is more important than 
where we send our kids to college, what job promotion we get, whether we are 
healthy, how well we are laying up for retirement, where we travel, or what we 
achieve. At the end of the day, when the veil of this world is drawn back and 
there is "time no more" (Rev. 10:6), the only thing that will matter then is 
whether or not we have laid hold on Christ who Himself laid hold on the eternal 
inheritance for us.” (Batzig, N. Heir of all things. 2015).  
 
So, it does not matter what our backgrounds are or what we have gained here 
on earth. The most important thing is that we have gained heaven. Believing 
in Christ allows us to be adopted or grafted into the Kingdom. No longer are 
we sitting on the outside looking in. Rather, we are peering into the unknown 
wondering what beauty is in store for us. This Christmas season, take the time 
to remind yourselves of this fact because our world is only focused on the 
material.  
 
Today’s IronMaker Challenge:  Today, you are a child of the living God. Start 
living as if the Kingdom has come!        
 
Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven our debtors. Do not bring us to the 
time of trial, but deliver us from the evil one. Amen. 
 
Rev. Dennis Gossett 


