
KEY SCRIPTURE
Revelation 3.14-16

PURSUE GOD
To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s 
creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were 
either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—
I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 
The church in Laodicea was a prosperous economic hub for banking and industry, and
was also home to a famous medical school. Many of its citizens worshiped the Greek 
god, Zeus, and a god named Men Karou; a god of healing. However, the city lacked a
way to meet a basic human need... clean drinking water. Laodicea did not have its own 
water supply, and what they had in place was not an adequate solution. Their water 
traveled along an aqueduct and arrived in the city warm and contaminated. Jesus
utilizes a real life situation where this city- with a reputation for having a top tier 
medical school and healthcare facilities- but failed its people on a more foundational
level. They claim to be rich, to have acquired wealth, and they don’t need anything (v17),
but in reality they don’t realize how broken they are. What good does it do to have all
the money, all the wealth, all the treasures life can a�ord, or to live in a city with great
doctors and nurses, if your only source of water and life is killing? Or put another way,
“What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?” (Matt
16.26). But this rebuke isn’t from a place of wrath, it’s from a position of love. Jesus
goes on to say in v 19, “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.” Don’t confuse the 
Lord’s discipline with punishment. The two aren’t the same. Discipline is for the sake of
correction and “produces a harvest of righteousness and peace” (Heb 12.11). But
punishment is born out of fear. Yet John tells us in 1 John 4.18, “There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.” Jesus is
inviting the church of Laodicea to repent- to turn back to God- and to come eat with
Him at the table of grace, and to walk in the victory He has already won through the 
Cross. 

LOVE LIFE
Like Laodicea's polluted drinking water, we all have pollution in our lives. What are you 
doing to rid yourself of some of the pollution to be puri�ed?

Where are you gaining wealth, but at the cost of your health?

Life Group Discussion Questions
Have you heard this passage of Scripture preached on before?
If so, how is this message di�erent or the same from others you’ve heard?

 

WHAT REALLY MATTERS


