
KEY SCRIPTURE
Revelation 1.9-11

PURSUE GOD
I, John, your brother and companion in the su�ering and kingdom and patient 
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and 
I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what 
you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
In the ancient world the government handed out punishment and sentencing in a 
drastically di�erent way than what we see today. You did not log community
service, or time in a jail, or probation, or even time in a federal prison. Under Roman 
rule criminals were often enslaved, banished to mines for hard labor, sent to the 
gladiatorial arenas to �ght for their lives, sentenced to some of the worst forms of 
executions in history. Due to age, or o�ense, occasionally Roman authorities would 
exile an individual to an island, instead of the labor mines. And it is on the island of 
Patmos we have John, the disciple of Jesus, writing the letter of Revelation. John 
describes himself as a brother, and companion of those he is writing to. He is one 
of the original 12, and the author of the gospel of John, as well as the �rst, second, and
third letters of John. His opening remark reminds his readers he has su�ered with in 
them in patient endurance, because of the message of Jesus. John’s life ended on an 
island o� of the western coast of modern day Turkey, in the middle of the Aegean Sea. 
It was not a life of luxury, comfort, or prestige. It was not a life that any of us would 
plan, or aspire to live. No retirement. No 401k. But John’s life was impacted by the life 
and message of Jesus. And he chose to live his life for what really matters. He chose to 
live life for the glory of Christ, not the glamor of comfort.  
 
LOVE LIFE   
Name an area of your life you can be more present.

Name a time you saw God’s presence in your pain.

What do you need to repent from, today?

Online Life Group Discussion Questions
Are you allowing circumstances to impact and dictate your destination?

Name a time you compromised your conviction because culture says it’s okay.

What’s the letter of your life saying to the world?

WHAT REALLY MATTERS


