
KEY SCRIPTURE
Luke 4.14-19

PURSUE GOD
About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the 
city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something 
to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its 
four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and 
birds. Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”
The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has 
made clean.”
In the Old Testament God gives Moses a list of foods the Israelites should and shouldn’t
eat (see the book of Leviticus). So when Peter has a vision hundreds of years later, the 
practice of avoiding certain things was well established and ingrained into the people. 
See you have to understand that some of the animals on the sheet were what Jews 
considered impure and unclean. We don’t eat that. We don’t go there. We don’t do those 
things. We don’t associate with those people. Peter had a certain standard, a set of 
convictions, and religious law he followed. But God...  God enters into Peter’s life 
through a disruption, and changes the way Peter sees and interacts with the world 
around him. And He tells Peter not to call anything unclean that God has made clean. 
That’s what God does. He takes the impure, the stained, the unclean, the sinner, and 
invites them to the table of mercy and grace, and calls them holy. The work of the Cross
isn’t just to means for us to get into heaven. God forbid we ever reduce the work of 
Jesus to something as sel�sh as our own preservation. The work of the Cross was a 
glorious disruption in the story we tried telling on our own. A story Jesus came to
rescue us from, and in fact died to set us free from. 
 
LOVE LIFE   
Why should I care about issue surrounding race?

Do I have friends that look di�erent from me?

How have I taught my children the value of befriending a variety of races 
and ethnicities?

How often do I refer to other people groups as “they” or “them”?

Have I made an e�ort to explore the cultural di�erences of those who are 
di�erent from me?

WHAT REALLY MATTERS


