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Removing the word APATHY from the vocabulary of those in the church means 

putting self-effort into the spiritually-building practices that keep Christ-

followers fired up. It is an individual’s responsibility to go to the places, be in 

the company of the people, read the words, do the things that stir you into 

bringing your very best to the God who has only ever given you, and will in the 

future only ever give you, his absolute best. 
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WILLOW CREEK COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 

 

SIMPLIFY, Part 7 

4/13-14/13 – M1315 

 

Bill Hybels 

 

 
Romans 12:11 

Revelation 3:15-16 

Malachi 1:8-11 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

Jude:20-21 

2 Timothy 4:7 

 

I will always look back fondly on this multi-week series called “Simplify.” Almost everyone that 

I’ve talked to around the Willow family has said that in some unique way God has been stirring 

in our church, particularly during this “Simplify” series. 

 

How else can you explain the fact that during this series we have set several all-time attendance 

records? We baptized hundreds of people. And who will ever forget the 11:15am service a 

couple of weeks ago when we kept baptizing and kept baptizing and kept baptizing and kept 

baptizing. [applause] One of my favorite services of all time. Happened right here during this 

series. 

 

We’ve added hundreds of new members. We went from a mild budget deficit to a much healthier 

place, with greater participation in our offering time than at any time ever in the history of our 

church. In fact, one of our board members said to me recently, “Whatever you’re going to preach 

on next, title it ‘Simplify.’” [laughter] Let’s just keep this thing rolling. 

 

Gang, I have you to thank. You became incredibly responsive to God’s Word in these last weeks. 

You listened to promptings and you acted on them. Hundreds of you stepped up in ways you had 

never stepped up in the past. You stepped up to be baptized. You stepped up to become a 

member in this church. You stepped up to start giving and tithing for the first time in your life. 

You stepped up to start volunteering. And the action all starts whenever you step up to a new 

level in your spiritual life. So I thank you. You’re the ones that made this series so memorable. 

 

You know that the word we’re trying to expunge from Willow’s vocabulary this weekend is 

APATHY. So let’s get right into it. 

 

The text we’re looking at is Romans 12:11. 
11 

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 

fervor, as you serve the Lord. 

 

Look at that verse for a few seconds. The word zeal could be translated ‘enthusiasm.’ Never be 

lacking in spiritual enthusiasm …. 

 

The word fervor could be translated ‘intense passion.’ Never be lacking in spiritual enthusiasm, 

but keep your intense spiritual passion, as you serve the Lord. 
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In Willow-speak the verse would read: Stay fired up as you serve God or Always give God your 

absolute best. 

 

So just three questions for this weekend’s sermon: 

 

Question one: Does staying fired up spiritually really matter that much? 

 

Question two: Whose job is it to keep you fired up? 

 

Question three: What practices keep your spiritual temperature white-hot? 

 

Sounds simple enough, right? Does it sound brief? [laughter] Your hopes will be dashed if you 

think it’s going to be brief. [laughter] 

 

So first: What does staying fired up spiritually really mean? And does staying fired up spiritually 

really matter? 

 

Well, I’m here to tell you it matters to God. More than any of us could fully understand, it 

matters to God. The classic passage on this is Revelation 3:15-16 when God is giving a warning 

to a local church in Laodicea and he says, 
15

 I know your deeds—I see all that’s going on in your 

church—but you’re neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either one or the other. 
16

 So, 

because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

 

The phrase spit you out of my mouth means, literally, to vomit. The verse actually means spiritual 

neutrality is nauseating to our great God. Spiritual lukewarmness, literally, makes God sick. 

 

How come? What’s the big deal? you ask. 

 

Because it offends the passionate nature of God’s loving heart. God’s love is a self-giving, self-

sacrificing, personally-focused, ferocious love toward you. God’s redemptive sacrifice for us 

required the spilling of the last drop of his only begotten Son’s blood. 

 

When Jesus cried, It is finished, part of what he was saying is that there is no additional way that 

heaven can prove its love for people on earth. Its ocean of affection has all been poured out now. 

Every last drop. It is finished. What more can heaven say, do, or express? 

 

And for any Christ-follower for the rest of history to respond to that outrageous outpouring with 

a neutral spirit or with a calm indifference or with a whatever … that nauseates God. It just 

doesn’t fit the outpouring, the investment, the ferocious love on his side of the equation. 

 

On a very human level, all of us who are parents or grandparents understand this. Sometimes 

there’s a gift that we know would absolutely thrill the heart of our kids or grandkids. Sometimes 

it’s expensive or hard to get, but we go through all the painstaking requirements of saving for it 

and getting that gift, wrapping it, and all that. And then the time comes when you present that 

gift that was very costly to your kid or your grandkid; and when that kid responds with a casual 
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indifference and a total lack of gratefulness, you’re like, “What?! Really?” It’s like a knife in a 

parent’s or a grandparent’s heart. 

 

And sometimes we forget that God actually has feelings, too; and when he pours himself out and 

the response is indifference, it can be enormously hurtful to the heart of God. Which is why the 

verse in Revelation says: Be hot or be cold. Curse God or bless him. It’s just the middle ground 

that will never work with God. Ever. It will never work, because of how the equation was set up 

from eternity past. 

 

The other passage that serves as a wake-up call for me regarding spiritual apathy is in Malachi 1, 

when God expresses his outrage at what kind of lambs people are offering up to him when it’s 

time to bring a sacrificial lamb to the altar. God had made it crystal clear early on in the 

Scriptures that the only appropriate lamb for someone to bring to offer to him when it comes 

sacrifice time would be the finest lamb in the herd. The prize lamb. The healthiest. The one that 

would bring the most at auction. 

 

God was teaching his people way back in the Old Testament that one day he was going to bring a 

sacrificial redemptive lamb, the most precious, valuable lamb that would ever be sacrificed. A 

perfect, sinless, only-begotten-Son-of-God lamb. So he was foreshadowing this hundreds of 

years before the coming of Christ, teaching his people that the quality of the lamb that is to be 

sacrificed really, really, really matters to God because of the one that’s coming later. 

 

Remember what people were doing in Malachi’s day? When the time for making a sacrifice to 

God rolled around, people would go out into their herd and instead of looking for the prize lamb, 

the healthiest, the one that would bring the highest price at auction, people—if you can believe 

it—would go into their herd and they would look for the loser lamb. They would find the sick, 

emaciated lamb; the one that would bring nothing at auction. The one leaning against the 

fencepost; the ready-to-keel-over-and-die lamb. 

 

They’d scoop that one up and they’d run to the altar because they couldn’t offer a dead lamb and 

they wanted to get this one that was almost dead there. And they’d flop that thing on the altar, 

and they’d pat themselves on the back, reasoning this way: An almost dead lamb is better than no 

lamb at all. I mean, there are some people not offering any lamb; I’m offering him a lousy one, 

but I’m offering him something. So they think a sick lamb is better than no lamb at all. 

 

Look at God’s response, Malachi 1:8: When you bring blind animals in my honor to sacrifice to 

me, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try 

offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? A normal human being would be 

offended. Would he accept it? says the Lord Almighty. 

 

I’ll tell you in a moment the effect this next verse had on me: 
10

 I just wish one of you would shut 

the temple doors—board it up, nail it shut; I wish all of this would stop. Please, someone, shut 

the door. And he says, I wish you would stop lighting useless fires. Put all the fires out. Pour 

water over them. Put the altars away. I am not pleased when you do this, says the Almighty God. 

I will accept no offering from your hand. 
11

 My name will be great among the nations, from the 

rising to the setting of the sun (Malachi 1:8-11). 
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Gang, this is deeply personal for me. I’d only been a Christian for a few years when I read this 

text. Before that the thought had never even occurred to me that God wanted and actually 

deserved my best. My whole framework up to that time was that something given to God was 

better than nothing given to God. Better to throw God a bone now and then than to throw him 

nothing at all. 

 

Then I read this text and it just wrecked me, because it’s saying about as clearly as it can be said 

that God is never interested in a little token something that you don’t need; some little leftover 

that you can easily spare and that you chuck his way. He’s never interested in that. In fact, if 

that’s your attitude, he’s actually saying he’s offended by the occasional bone. He said it right in 

the text: Better that you offer me no lamb at all than you bring the crippled and the sick and the 

blind animals to me; the stuff that means nothing. 

 

And I’m not kidding you; I still shudder when I read the text: Shut the temple doors. Stop all of 

this playing games and religiosity. Stop. It’s actually an offense if you give God worthless stuff. 

 

Again, I was in my early twenties and this reframed my whole understanding of appropriate 

devotion to God. I was just learning at that time in my life to read my Bible every day, as I’ve 

been trying to challenge you in this series to do. Find fifteen minutes a day, sit in a chair that you 

like, read and meditate on God’s Word. I was just learning how to do that, how to take a spiral 

notebook and write down any lessons I was learning from the Bible; just keep a little track of 

them. Journaling. I was just learning that practice. 

 

I read this text. I took out my spiral notebook and I wrote …  I’d never heard this phrase before; 

I’m not saying it’s original with me, I just never heard it before. But I wrote down in my spiral 

notebook for the first time ever: Ninety-five percent commitment to God is five percent short. 

 

Up to that point I was a pro at comparing my commitment level to people who were less 

committed than me: Pete, my gosh; twenty-five percent commitment. I’m way better off in 

God’s eyes than is Pete. Mike, he’s a halfer, fifty percent guy. I’m better than that. Melinda, 

well, she’s an eighty percenter. But I’m probably a little north of that. God must be absolutely 

thrilled with me. 

 

And then I read Malachi 1 and I go, Wait a minute. Ninety-five percent commitment to God is 

not an acceptable sacrifice; it’s a blemished lamb. It’s five percent short of what he deserves. It’s 

five percent short of what he desires from me. 

 

That same day I wrote down another phrase in that little spiral notebook: Giving less than my 

absolute best to God is actually an affront to him. 

 

I never realized that before. I thought anything I would pitch his way, he’d be like: Oh, I’m 

overwhelmed. Then I was like: Uh oh, I don’t think that’s true; I think he expects my best. I 

think he desires my best. I think he deserves my best. 
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And then I wrote a third phrase that I’ve used now for forty years: God has only ever given his 

absolute best to me. 

 

That thought had never occurred to me before, but I remember thinking about it and I was like:  

Wait, he has only ever given his absolute best to me. When I was dead in my trespasses and sin; 

when I was apart from God, walking away from him, rebellious and the rest and it came time to 

redeem me, he took his best—what was most valuable, most precious: his only begotten Son—

and he gave his best in the redemptive work of Christ for me. 

 

When it came time for him to put his Holy Spirit in my life, he took the third person of the 

Trinity and said: Here’s my best Spirit; I’m putting it inside you, Hybels. It’s my best. It’s my 

best. 

 

The Scripture says that God is preparing for us in the next reality an environment that will 

absolutely blow our minds. We are having built for us right now custom designed places on the 

other side. One Scripture writer, the apostle Paul, got a glance at it once and he says it this way:  

Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it ever even entered the imagination of a human 

being what awaits us on the other side. (1 Corinthians 2:9). 

 

When you die, you are going to be transported into God’s absolute best on the other side and 

you’ll be in his best forever. God has only ever given you his absolute best. 

 

When I wrote that down, it was a game-changer for me. It moved me personally. I wasn’t in a 

meeting; no one was preaching at me. I was alone with my Bible, reading this. God was helping 

illuminate it. I was writing in my journal, and I felt an inner kind of motivation. I was like: Oh, 

man, if God has only ever given me his absolute best, the absolute least I can do is attempt to 

give him my best in return. And so I made a covenant with God that from that day forward I 

would keep my eyes on the fact that he had only ever given me his absolute best and I would 

attempt, failingly to be sure … but I would attempt to return to him my best. 

 

Does this make sense to you, gang? Is it making sense? [applause] Or are you still throwing a 

bone God’s way once in a while and thinking it’s going to make his day? Can you see why 

apathy and lukewarmness are so sickening to God? He deserves better. He desires better. 

 

What you offer to God each day really, really matters. It actually affects his heart, because he’s 

so invested in you. He’s still pouring out his blessing, his provision, his guidance, his love. He’s 

still in the equation, giving his best all the time to you. And our response to him affects him. It 

matters to him. 

 

Before I move on to the second question, I want to tell you what happens throughout the course 

of an average day for me in this regard. Sometimes I’m working on sermons, and I’m writing 

away, feeling the deadline of a weekend coming up. I’m putting thoughts down. And the Holy 

Spirit whispers, “Bill, is this your best work? Are these your best thoughts? Is this the best 

rendering of this particular passage? Have you done the best research you can do?” Sometimes I 

look down at what I’m writing, and I’ll go, “This is not my best, God.” 
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The Spirit will say, “Why don’t you take those ten pages and just put those off to the side, and 

let’s start point two over again. Get back in the game. Give it your best research. Give it your 

best rendering. Give it your best thought.” And I’ll go, “I’m sorry, God. It was not my best.” 

 

Now, gang, sometimes my sermons aren’t all that good, but you should know that when I’m 

working on them, I’m trying to give my best to God. 

 

There are other times when I’m leading meetings, and sometimes we’re trying to solve a problem 

around Willow. And I’ll sense that my colleagues are a little distracted, and I’ll go, “Hey, hey, 

hey, hey, gang. Are these our best thoughts? Did you come to this meeting fully prepared? Is this 

our highest level of creativity, because God has only ever given us his absolute best? Can we 

give God our best work, our best thinking? God deserves it. Our church deserves it.” And my 

colleagues will look and they’ll go, “Sorry, Bill. Let’s reframe. Here we go. Now let’s do our 

best thinking and solve this problem the best way.” 

 

Sometimes I’m with my family. I’m not dialed into my best. I’m checking things on my 

Blackberry. I’m looking at CNN. 

 

A couple of weeks ago I was visiting a friend who was in a world of hurt. I was trying to cheer 

him up a little bit, but I was a little distracted knowing I was going to be late to a meeting. So I 

walked out of the room and I got about fifteen paces down the hallway when God, by his Spirit, 

just went, “Bill, was that your best encouragement of this guy that you really care about? Is this 

your best play? You didn’t even pray for him.” 

 

I turned right around. Walked back in. Said, “Hey, one more thing. I didn’t even pray for you.” 

And I prayed and said some more words, my best kind of words of encouragement. And as I was 

walking out to the parking lot, God was saying, “It’s a lot better when you give your best, man. 

It’s a lot better.” 

 

We talked in previous weeks that God has put into your lives spiritual gifts, these divine 

capabilities so you can feel the thrill of God using your life as you use gifts of hospitality and 

leadership and teaching and giving and serving and all these other spiritual gifts. Are you 

seriously developing that gift so that someday you can say, “God, this is my best play, the best 

usage of this gift that you’ve given me”? 

 

Are you at work once in a while and you’re like, “I just work at a regular company. We just 

make widgets. We just provide this service.” Does God ever whisper, “Yeah, but are you doing it 

your best as unto God?” Even if no one else in the company is, are you doing it as unto God and 

giving your best? 

 

Thousands of you have been asking yourselves in recent weeks if when the offering time comes 

and you just pitch a five or pitch a ten and you’re like, “Most people don’t give anything. Look 

what I’m doing.”—is it your best? Is it a full tithe? You’re like, “Well, God ought to be thankful 

for five. It’s better than nothing, isn’t it?” What do you think? What do you think? 
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I just want to say it one more time, then I’ll move on. God has only ever given you, and will only 

in the future ever give you, his absolute best. When we’re on the other side in the next reality in 

this place that eye has not seen, ear has not heard, we’ll just look back and we’ll be so grateful 

for every day, every hour, every minute on this side that we gave God our best. 

 

Yes? You agree with this? [applause] I think it’s true. 

 

Second question: Whose job is it to fire you up so that you give your best to God? Whose job is 

it to fire you up? 

 

Now is when you say, “That’s my job.” One, two, three: (That’s my job.) Yeah, about half 

convinced. Some of you are like, “Really?” So I’m going to give you one more chance to say it 

in full voice. Whose job is it to fire you up to give your best to God? One, two, three: (That’s my 

job.) 

 

Yeah. Don’t you wish it were my job? [laughter] Because if it were my job to have to fire you 

up, and if I didn’t do a good job of it, you could blame me. You could walk around: “I’m not 

fired up. Hybels didn’t fire me up; he’s not doing his job.” And then you could meet in little 

committees and you could figure out a way to fire me for not firing you up. [laughter] And I 

probably shouldn’t have planted that seed in your mind. [laughter] 

 

Romans 12:11. Let’s go back to it. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, as 

you serve the Lord. Who’s supposed to keep you fired up? That’s your job. Your job; not mine. 

 

Jude: 20-21 says a similar thing. And by the way, I’m still working on that sermon that’s going 

to come from the Book of Jude and that I’ve titled “Hey, Jude.” [laughter] And I’m really hoping 

that no one steals that title because it took me a long time to come up with it. 

 

Jude:20-21 says, 
20 

But you, dear friends, build yourselves in your most holy faith and pray in the 

Holy Spirit. 
21

 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to bring you to eternal life. 

 

Jude is reminding you it is your job to build up your faith. It is your job to keep yourself strong 

and fired up. Are we clear on this? Whose job is it? (That’s my job.) 

 

Third question: What practices keep your spiritual temperature white hot? 

 

Let’s say you do take responsibility and you’re like, okay, you’re going to keep yourself fired up. 

How do you do it? What practices keep you fired up? 

 

I’m not sure about what keeps you fired up. I can tell you a few things that keep me fired up. It’s 

certain places I need to go. It’s certain people I need to be around. And it’s certain passages that I 

need to read and memorize and meditate on and draw from. I’ll just touch on these real quick. 
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There are places I need to go to stay fired up. The most obvious place, of course, is church. Just 

by show of hand, how many of you, most of the time when you leave this place, are more fired 

up spiritually than before you came? Yeah, almost all of you. 

 

Me, too. I’ve told you dozens of times, I told you earlier in this series, and I’m going to tell you 

again that shortly after I became a Christian and way before the time I knew I was ever going to 

be a pastor—that would have been my worst nightmare; God unfolded that slowly for me … but 

I decided to take full responsibility for my spiritual life and staying fired up. I just figured out 

that whatever church I go to, most of the time I leave more fired up than before I came, and so 

I’m going to go every week. 

 

And I’ve told you before that I actually made a covenant with God. Parents weren’t involved. 

My friends weren’t. I just said, “God, it’s between you and me. I’m responsible for keeping 

myself fired up. Your church fires me up. Wherever I am in the world, I’m going to go every 

seven days. Every Sunday I’m going to go to a church. Not three out of four; four out of four, 

even if I have to go alone, because sometimes people aren’t going to want to go with me.”  

 

In my college years, nobody came with me; I just went alone. But no matter what I feel like, 

even if my biorhythms aren’t at their best, I’m still going to go. No matter what the weather is. 

No matter what sports team is playing. No matter where I am in the world. No matter if I’m on 

vacation. And I’ve told you this before: If my family doesn’t want to rally and go, I’m like, 

“That’s fine. See you in a couple of hours.”  

 

A part of the reason I made that commitment is because almost every time I would go to church, 

I’d get fired up. It’s my job to fire myself up. 

 

This week I was meeting with some of our Promiseland staff. And they told me yet again, “Bill, 

it’s crazy-making, heartbreaking, soul-shattering, trying to build Christ into a six-year-old or a 

seven-year-old whose parents only take them to children’s ministry once every three weeks, 

every five weeks, every six or seven weeks. We can’t get them settled into a small group. We 

can’t help them build friendships when their attendance pattern is totally hit or miss. We start 

from scratch every time the kid comes.” 

 

One staffer looks at me and goes, “Bill, would you please talk to the parents?” So I’m talking to 

you parents. If you can’t sort out for yourself the priority of making it to church consistently, for 

God’s sake would you do it for your kids? Would you put them first if you can’t figure it out for 

yourself? [applause] And, man, when you do that … 

 

And even grandparents …  Sometimes Shauna and Aaron are traveling somewhere, and Lynne 

and I have Henry and Mac. And you can bet we make it an absolute priority to get them to 

church. So, grandparents, you can step in and help, too. There’s a lot at stake here. 

 

I want to say one more thing about consistent church attendance. I very rarely talk about this, but 

I’m going to talk to you about it today. Some of you attend this church and you know that God 

has tapped you on the shoulder and said Willow is your home church. But you’ve never become 
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a member of the church. And when I ask some people who tell me they’ve been around the 

church for a while: “Hey, are you a member?” and they go, “Come to think of it, I’m not.” 

 

And I go, “Why aren’t you a member?” They go, “I don’t know.” And I fear it’s just apathy. I 

fear it’s our love for sitting on a fence and not committing. 

 

I want to say this as humbly as I can: We have a fantastic future in front of us. The Care Center 

is opening up here on our property. We have the Summit coming up. We have plans for the fall 

that are going to blow your mind. We can’t get all that done without more people who get off the 

fence and leave apathyland and commit to being a member of the church to which God has 

called them. 

 

Right after the service, you can walk into the atrium and Shane Farmer is going to lead a sixty-

minute membership class. It’s a fantastic class. You’ll be given some materials that you can fill 

out, and an hour and some minutes from now, you can be members of this church and you can 

get out of apathyland and get out of that middle-whatever ground and you can plant yourself 

firmly in this church. Link arms with us and help this church build its future. Would you 

consider doing that? Would you make your decision right now that you’re going to do that? 

 

There are places we need to go to stay fired up. Places that we serve. The 5K Run: I guarantee if 

you come next Saturday, even if it’s just to watch, you’re going to go home fired up. You go to 

seed-packing events and the music is playing and there are all these generations and all these 

races coming together, doing these little seed packs. I talked to a person the other day who had  

signed up for maybe five seed-packing sessions. I go, “Isn’t that overdoing it a little bit?” The 

person says, “Our partners have people in their churches that are starving. Remember? Why 

wouldn’t I do multiple sessions of seed-packing? Why wouldn’t I? I have the time; I’m going to 

do it.” 

 

We have classes. We have mid-week service. Why do we have mid-week service? Because some 

people have a hard time firing themselves up between weekend services. They get a little dip in 

the middle of the week, and so they come and they worship and they learn and they grow and 

they stay fired up. If that would help you, then take advantage of it. 

 

All to say, at the end of the day you have to take responsibility to get off your backside and get to 

some of the places you know would help you stay fired up. 

 

And then what about people? Do some of you know that when you’re around certain people, just 

the temperature of their faith is so hot that it warms up your temperature? Whenever you’re 

around them, you’re more fired up. Get around those people. Invite them to your house for 

dinner. See if you can go out to lunch with them. See if you can have them sit in your section. 

See if you can form a small group with them. 

 

When Dr. B. (Bilezikian) first started playing this critical role in my life, I’d go all the way down 

to Wheaton, where he lived, just to hang out with him. In fact, I think he thought I was a stalker 

for a while. I was like: Hey, can I wash your car? Can I mow your lawn? I just want to be around 

you, because you fire me up. 
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And then, finally, there are passages that might fire you up. Passages from Christian books or 

from lyrics of songs. Passages right out of the Bible. About a week ago I was watching the final 

episode of The Bible series on the History channel. And part of it was on the apostle Paul’s 

conversion. Near the end of his life, Paul looks up toward heaven and he goes, I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.(2 Timothy 4:7) And he’s saying: 

Now, God, I give you the final breaths of my life.  

 

And I thought to myself, I know what passage I’m going to read tomorrow morning in my chair 

for fifteen minutes. So I looked up that passage. I got my journal out. And after re-reading that 

passage, I wrote something like this to God: God, I only have from this day till my final day to 

be full-on for you. I don’t want to be a casual, half-hearted, indifferent, or apathetic follower of 

the one who has only ever given his absolute best to me. I don’t want to be that guy—not for a 

week, not for a day, not for a single hour. I want to be full-on, all-in, fired up from this day till 

my final day. 

 

I wonder if you ever write stuff like that to God. I wonder if you ever get that spirit of 

determination worked up in you where you go: I’m done with apathy. I’m done with 

lukewarmness. I’m done with being that guy who keeps all his options open all the time and 

stays cool about everything. I’m just done with that. I want to be hot for God. I’m going to give 

him my best. I’m going to go his way and see how the adventure unfolds. And when I stand 

before him someday, I’m going to say, “God, I fought the fight. Gave you my best. I finished the 

course. I kept the faith.” 

 

And then he looks at you and he goes, “Thanks, my daughter/Thanks, my son for giving me your 

best because I only ever wanted to give you my absolute best. Welcome into the best eternity. 

You’re going to enjoy it forever.” 

 

Yes? You get it? All of you get it? [applause] 

 

Let’s stand now. 

 

Instead of a closing prayer, we’re going to do something equally cool. Maybe even cooler. But 

I’ve got to be careful because if you say stuff is cooler than prayer, you get emails. [laughter] 

 

I asked the question of a bunch of people: What song has God been stirring in our church in the 

last few months that we could sing our best to him? And it was kind of a hands-down winner: 

10,000 Reasons. [applause] 

 

I started thinking about it and I thought, You know what? We have ten thousand manifestations 

of God giving his best to us. Starts with the cross, then the Holy Spirit, then his church. He’s 

given us incredible blessings. Ten thousand of his best blessings, and he’s going to pour them out 

until he takes us to the blessed eternity. And God deserves our best singing. 

 

I rarely ask you to this, but I’m asking you without apology to lay coolness aside, to tell 

everybody around you, “This is not about you. It’s not for you. It’s for God. And I’m going to 
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sing my best. It might not be as good as your best, but I’m going to sing my best in this great 

song, 10,000 Reasons why God has blessed us. 

 

So this is a challenge: Would you, for the last three minutes of this service, sing your best to 

God? Would you? [applause] 

 

[Congregational singing led by vocal team.]  

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul … [All of first verse sung.]. 

 

This next verse talks about a God who is rich in mercy. How merciful has God been to you? My 

gosh, he’s been so merciful to the Hybels family. Would you do your best singing about the 

mercifulness of God? 

 

You’re rich in love, and You’re slow to anger … [Second verse sung.] 

 

First time I heard this song was downtown London in a great cathedral. And when the last verse 

came, it talked about people whose end was drawing near. And I was looking around at this 

bunch of old people in this old cathedral, and I was like, They better be singing this. [laughter]  

 

And then anytime since when I’ve been in places where I’ve had the opportunity to sing this 

song, I’m aware …  Like my father-in-law, whose end is nearing. And we have a lot of people in 

the church—might be in your row, might be in your section—who have terminal illnesses. 

They’re at church. They’re aware that their end is nearing. And so I hope as a gift of 

encouragement to people who know their end is nearing, you would sing this and then sing the 

promise associated with it. Here we go: 

 

And on that day when my strength is failing … [Third verse sung, ending with the chorus of Bless 

the Lord, O my soul …] 

 

You sang so great. That’s the best I’ve ever heard you sing. But I kind of had to fire you up to 

sing that well. From here on out, will you fire yourself up [shouts/applause] so we could sing like 

this every single week? Let’s sing like this every single week. We’ll come here fired up and 

we’ll keep each other fired up. We’ll give God our best. 

 

Before I send you out with a closing prayer, I’m asking some of you to cancel your plans. Go to 

the atrium and become a member. Plant yourself. Help us build the future of what God’s doing 

here. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

God, you have only ever given us your absolute best. You will continue to give us ten thousand 

more blessings between now and our final day, and then you’ll take us into the best eternity a 

human being could ever imagine. What a God you are. We make a pledge as a community to 

move forward, giving you our absolute best. We pray this in Jesus’ strong name. Amen. 


