
 
Congregation: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and through the 

republic for which it stands, one nation. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Well, I am very thankful to have all of you with us today at all of our live churches. 
We are in the fourth and final week of a message series called Under God. I would 
love to dive in today into John, chapter one and read to you some of my favorite 
verses in all of scripture about Jesus to set the tone for our message today. If you're 
ready to hear from God's word all of our churches say, "I'm ready." Are you ready? 
 

Congregation: I'm ready! 
 

Craig Groeschel: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning, through Him all things were made, without Him, 
nothing was made that has been made. In him, was life, and that life was the light 
of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it. The Word became flesh. This is Jesus. The Word became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who 
came from the Father full of what? All of our churches, the one and only Son who 
came from the Father full of grace and truth. All of our churches, one more time. 
Jesus came full of what? He came full of grace and truth. 
 

 For decades and decades, most people in our country embraced Jesus. I am sad to 
say, and we have to tell the truth, this is no longer true. I am not a doomsday guy, if 
you've ever been around me much at all, but I want to report on the facts because 
we need to call things what they are. According to Barna Research, a very well 
respected researcher, 48% of Americans now identify as postchristian. 
Postchristian. Forty-eight percent of Americans now identify as postchristian. You 
may say, "Well, what exactly does that mean?" If someone is pre-christian, that 
means when we're talking to them about Jesus, they've never really heard or 
understood about the truth and the grace of Jesus. If they're Christian, it's pretty 
obvious what that would mean. If they are postchristian, what that means is 
they're familiar with Christianity and they're choosing to intentionally reject it. It's 
not that they're not aware of it, it's that they know about Christianity and either 
they don't care, or they don't want to have anything to do with it. 
 

 What's really interesting to me is that we have a location in Albany, New York. 
Albany, New York is the number one most postchristian city in our nation. The good 
news is that even though they are outgrowing their little building, in a matter of a 
month or five weeks or so we will move Albany, New York into a brand new facility 
just off of the highway into the number one most postchristian city in the United 
States of America, and I believe, as God has done amazing things there, he'll do 
amazing things more. 
 

 For those of you on Church Online in many parts of the world, you say, "I know 
exactly what you're talking about." Perhaps if you're in Europe right now, it's not 
that God is not doing amazing things in Europe. I've been to several churches and 
seen several powerful movements up close, but when you go into a big, historic 



  

 

 

 

UnderGod_4_Message Page 2 of 11 

 

church in Europe, many times you're going there to visit some piece of archeology 
on vacation instead of going there to worship. Why? Because so many of the 
historic churches are now empty. Those of you in Europe and other nations say, 
"Yes, we're a very postchristian nation." For years, people embraced Christianity, 
but now they know about it and they are completely rejecting it. 
 

 In our country, I think most of you would probably agree that for years and years, 
faith was more of the center of who we are. Now if you're a person of faith, you're 
often considered on the fringes. For years, being a follower of Jesus, being a 
Christian, was considered something generally positive. Now, by some, it's often 
considered something incredibly negative. I'm not ashamed at all of the title 
Christian. I am a Christ One, a Jesus follower, but the term Christian is very, very 
loaded today. In fact, I'm what's known as an Evangelical, which for years was a 
good thing, and still is a good thing. The root word is someone who believes 
scripture and shares the good news, someone who shares the good news. 
 

 Unfortunately, if you read in the media a white Evangelical today is often 
associated with hate and bigotry, and that is the perception of the world. Am I 
scared, freaking out, running for the hills? As always, the answer is, "No, no, no, not 
at all." Remember, as the world gets darker the light gets brighter. Let me say it 
again. Somebody's going to get into this with me. As the world gets darker the light 
shines brighter. Jesus didn't tell us to go and hide from the world, but He told us to 
go into all the world. We don't run away from culture, we shape culture. We are 
the light of the world. We have to acknowledge, though, the current climate of the 
culture in order to love and minister to people in a way that will be engaging and 
meet them where they are. 
 

 The big, and very important question I'm going to talk about today is this. How do 
we faithfully live for Jesus in a postchristian culture. If you're a follower of Jesus this 
is something you should be thinking about. How do we faithfully live for Jesus in a 
postchristian culture? The answer is found in John 1:14. Write this down if you're 
taking notes. We should live with grace and truth. How do we live faithfully for 
Jesus in a postchristian culture? We live with grace and truth. We'll look at it again. 
John 1:14. "The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us." That's Jesus, 
the Word in the flesh. "We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
..." Say it with me again. "... who came from the Father full of ..." What? Full of "... 
grace and truth." 
 

 One the biggest challenges we have as Jesus followers, and in the church today, is 
loving people with both grace and truth. It's so easy, if we're not careful, to sway 
one way or the other and not embrace both. Some of you may have grown up in a 
culture that was more truth-centered. What might they say? "Well, the Bible says it 
and I believe it and that settles it." Anybody know what I'm talking about? Anybody 
grow up around that? You in Albany, New York may not know what I'm talking 
about. You in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, those in kind of the Bible ... "The Bible said 
it and I believe it. You're a sinner, going to hell." It doesn't work unless you use a 
weird voice on this one. "Well, the Word never dies and there's weeping and 



  

 

 

 

UnderGod_4_Message Page 3 of 11 

 

gnashing of teeth." 
 

 Some of you, you're dreading Thanksgiving dinner coming up because you've got 
one of those at your table. "The world's going to hell in a hand basket. It's all those 
young people." If they are on your row right now, that person, don't point at them, 
just look straight ahead, pretend like ... There may be truth without Christ, we're in 
trouble, but it's truth with no grace, no relevance, no love, no empathy. It's truth. 
 

 The other side is all grace. If I could just say, this is a little more common today in 
our culture and that's, "Hey, doesn't matter what you believe as long as you're 
happy. Jesus loves you. Jesus loves me. Jesus loves everybody. Live however you 
want. Do whatever you want. It doesn't matter as long as you're happy, because 
Jesus loves us all. God understands whatever you do." Jesus came full of grace and 
truth. How do we show the love of Jesus into a postchristian culture? We do it with 
grace and truth. 
 

 Now, two weeks ago I made you work. Who remembers working a couple weeks 
ago? Today I'm gonna make you think. Who knew going to church was so difficult. 
What I need for you to do is think with me. We're gonna work through some ideas, 
but if you'll think with me this will get into our hearts and it will change the way we 
live. Let's talk about truth and grace, grace and truth. 
 

 What happens when we live with truth but we don't show grace? If you're taking 
notes here's what happens. Truth without grace leads to rules and rebellion. Truth 
without grace leads to a bunch of rules, legalism, and eventually to rebellion. If you 
grow up in a legalistic home maybe 30 years ago, there were a bunch of rules. No 
movies, no lipstick, your dress had to be down past this far or it was illegal, like it 
says that in the Bible, something about arm's length. I don't know what, no 
dancing. Some of you might have grown up around that. I heard one of my Baptist 
friends one time say, "Why are Baptists so against premarital sex?" The reason is 
because it might lead to dancing. I don't know, that's just what I heard. I grew up a 
Methodist and so we had our own dances. They threw the dances and we played 
Truth or Dare in the back of the church van hoping for a dare so we could kiss each 
other on the way to camp, but that was a Methodist, much more fun than being a 
Baptist growing up where I lived. 
 

 This is the rules. Legalism is you have to follow the rules to be right with God. If you 
do something wrong then you're not right with God. That's what truth without 
grace does. It also leads to rebellion. What is rebellion? It's really simply, "Well, I 
know what's right and I don't care. I know I'm not supposed to do this but I'm 
gonna do it anyway. I know I'm supposed to that but I'm going to do it. I'm going to 
be rebellious. The challenge is that we as human beings we're naturally rebellious 
against God. We're naturally sinners. 
 

 If you don't believe me just look at any two-year old. You don't have to teach a 
two-year-old to be rebellious. I used to judge two year olds until I had multiple two 
year olds. Now I have grace for everybody. I heard a comedienne say, "Two-year 
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olds are like tiny rebellious crack heads." I thought that was funny because they 
don't have any teeth like crackheads. Their clothes are ripped up. They'll just lie to 
you. They're rebellious. You'll tell them, you'll say, "Don't touch this." What do they 
do? They look right at you and they touch it, right? You can look at them and say, 
you know they look like they're doing a duty in their pants. You can look at a two-
year-old and say, "Are you doing a duty," and they'll look at you and go, "No". Do 
you need to go to the bathroom? "No." They'll look you straight in the eye. They'll 
stare you down. As they're looking you in the eye they'll take a dump in their pants. 
That's what a two-year-old will do. They're rebellious. They're rebel ... 
 

 I'm kind of joking. Now I'm back to serious. The fastest way to raise a rebellious kid 
is rules without relationship. It's truth without grace. Do this, do this, and what's 
going to happen? It's going to lead to rebellion. This is the problem so often. It's 
been truth, truth, truth, truth. People are going, "I don't want anything to do with 
that." It's truth without grace. 
 

 The second problem, if you're taking notes is this, if we have grace without truth 
what does that lead to? It leads to, "Do whatever and believe whatever." Do 
whatever, it's license. Believe whatever, it's relativism. If we have grace with no 
truth suddenly people will say, "Well, I can do whatever I want. God understands. 
Nobody has a right to tell me how to live." A very common idea today is, "I believe 
in Jesus so, yeah, I'm okay and now I can live however I want to." 
 

 My fear is that there are so many people today that are getting little snippets of 
Jesus, just enough to make them feel good, but not enough to make them 
different. Let me say it again. It's just a little bit. It's just a little bumper sticker-type 
theology. "Yeah, 'For I know the plans I have for you, plans for hope in the future, 
declares the Lord.' Oh, that makes me feel good." Not enough that sets you apart 
from a dark and a hurting world and transforms you into the image of Christ. Just a 
little bit of Jesus is a little bit like getting a flu shot. 
 

 Now, I'm not a doctor and so I may not be totally accurate, but I'm told that when 
you get the flu shot you're actually getting just a little bit of the flu virus. You're 
getting a little bit of it to make you resistant so that you don't get all of it. My great 
fear is today that there are some people, maybe even some of you, that you've 
gotten just a enough of Jesus to keep you from experiencing the glory and the 
power of having all of Him, having life to the full, just snippets, enough to make you 
feel good, but not enough to totally transform you into pursuing Him, and living in 
a way that eternally makes a difference. 
 

 It's grace without any truth. It leads to do whatever and then believe whatever. I 
think that many of you would agree that we live in a very relativistic culture today. 
People would argue, "Well, there is no absolute truth." What truth becomes would 
be statements like this. "As long as I'm happy that's all that matters. As long as I'm 
sincere it doesn't matter what I believe. As long as I don't hurt anyone then I can do 
whatever I want." Grace without truth. Is this making sense? If it's making sense 
say, "It's making sense." 
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Congregation: It's making sense. 

 
Craig Groeschel: Are you thinking with me, are you tracking with me? We're going somewhere, 

we're going somewhere, we're going somewhere. Jesus came full of grace and 
truth. What's interesting is in John's gospel, grace comes before truth. "He came 
full of grace and truth." Now, I can't prove this, but it's just a theory. Perhaps grace 
is listed before truth because we need to lead with grace. Maybe it's listed before 
truth because we, as Jesus' followers, need to lead with grace. That's why I've said 
many times in our church, "We need to be full of grace before preaching truth." 
What I've said before, and I'll say again is that, "We need to be a safe place for 
people to belong even before they believe." We need to be a safe place where 
people feel loved and welcome even before they believe everything that we may 
think that they need to believe. I'll say it this way, "We need to be a safe place for 
people to belong even before they behave like the teachings in scripture." Our 
message is not, "Behave like us and you can be a follower of Jesus." That is not the 
gospel. 
 

 The gospel is, "Come follow Jesus and let Him lead you into eternal life." It starts 
with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. It's not behavior based, it's Christ based. Grace and 
truth. We need to recognize, and this is so important, that the postchristian 
generation is very skeptical about truth. In fact, if anyone claims to know truth, "I 
know the truth, and this is the truth," oftentimes they think you're either arrogant 
or dangerous, arrogant or dangerous. "Who are you to say what's true? What's true 
to you may not be true to me." 
 

 If we lead with truth it's often very, very, very repelling to people who would say, 
"I'm not even on a truth quest." In fact, if we're really honest, many postchristians 
are not even searching for certainty as much as they are honesty. You need to hear 
this. We need to hear this. They don't even necessarily believe there is certainty. 
They want honesty. Is there anyone who ever struggles? Is there anyone who ever 
doubts? I mean, do you just like believe this and now your life is fine, or do you 
ever really mess up? Do you ever get afraid that this is all one big ...? I mean, is 
there anyone here who can be really, really honest is what they want to know? 
They're not just searching for certainty as much as honesty. 
 

 I'm going to try to be really, really honest because I know they're some of you here 
that you're here because you're supposed to be here, you have to be here, but 
you're not really sure you want to be here, so I'm going to be really honest. The 
honest thing is we, meaning we, not just LifeChurch, we meaning the church of 
today, we, we. We have not always gotten it right. We haven't always gotten it 
right. If you say, "I don't like a lot of Christians because they're screwy," I 
understand that. I don't like a lot of them either. Screwy, kind of weird sometimes 
like [inaudible 00:18:06], right. 
 

Congregation: Right. 
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Craig Groeschel: We haven't always gotten it right. Sometimes, with very good intentions, we've led 
so much with truth that we've forgotten about the grace of Jesus. Here's what we 
need to understand. The postchristian world looks on and says, "Well, truth is 
restrictive. Truth is repressive. Truth is oppressive." No, no, no, no, no. Truth could 
not be farther from that. What is truth? It's freeing. Truth is liberating. Truth is life 
giving. Whenever God was in the garden and Adam and Eve were in there God said, 
"You can eat from any tree in the garden, any one you want, just not that one. You 
can have any one you want." God wouldn't be some kind of cosmic killjoy. God was 
offering them life and keeping them from death. The rule was not, "Hey, stay away 
from what's fun." It's, "Stay away from what's dangerous and enjoy the beauty of 
creation that I have prepared for you." Truth is not restrictive, oppressive, and 
repressive, it's freeing. It's liberating. It's life giving, and truth is not just a bunch of 
morals, and ideas, and rules, and regulations. Truth is actually a person. It's not just 
a what, it's also a who. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 
 

 Here's the amazing news. When you know Him the truth will set you free. The truth 
doesn't create rules to keep you inside. "I can't enjoy life anymore." The truth 
liberates you to enjoy every good thing that God has. Truth alone without grace 
feels like rules. Truth and grace leads you to the essence of who Jesus is, the living 
Word, the Son of God who came not to condemn the world but to set the world 
free. 
 

 On the other side, let's talk about how we haven't always gotten it right. There's 
truth without grace. There's also grace without truth. I hope this isn't boring to you, 
but I'm going to dissect very generally what's happened in the church over the past 
six or seven decades. In the 50s, people went to church. That's kind of what you 
did. Some of you, you want to go back to that time. We can't go back to that time. 
We have to go forward to this time and reach people today. The 50s, they went to 
church. In the 60s, they were stoned. Many of you, you don't even remember the 
60s. In the 70s, we woke up and realized churches were not working as well. In the 
80s, some of the people that I learned from came in and said, "We need to make 
church a little more relevant." In the 90s, a bunch of people like me came in and 
did just that. Part of the challenge is there are some places where style of church 
started to appear more important than substance. Style is, "Hey, let's try to be cool 
and let's try to be relevant," instead of, "Let's try to present grace and truth." 
Again, this is a very broad generalization, doesn't include everybody. 
 

 When style is more important than substance suddenly we have a problem. "Let's 
be cool and relevant." There is nothing wrong with being cool and relevant. I've got 
some staff members that they cannot help being cool and relevant. If you squeeze 
them skinny jeans come out, the long beard grows, and the tats are there. I mean, 
they just can't help it, that's just who they are. There's nothing wrong with being 
cool and relevant. We need to understand, people are not searching for a church 
that is cool, they're searching for a savior that is real. Let me say it again, feel it, feel 
it, embrace it, believe it. People are not searching for a church that is cool, they're 
looking for a savior that is real. We have to be real enough to embrace with truth 
that we don't always get it right and learn, how do we present Jesus full of grace 
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and full of truth? Who is Jesus? Who is He? Who is Jesus? 
 

 If our whole message centers around Him, "Who is Jesus?" He is the Word made 
flesh. He is the Lamb of God slain for the sins of this world. He is the living stone, 
the living bread. He is the Bread of Life, the Living Water. When Jesus came He 
came full of ... Help me. He came full of grace and truth. What did He come full of? 
Grace and truth, truth and grace. When Jesus came he condemned hypocrisy. 
Truth. He comforted sinners. Grace. Jesus came full of grace and truth. 
 

 Whenever the Pharisees were out of line He called them on it. "You're a brood of 
vipers. You're a bunch of snakes." Truth. The immoral woman who had been with 
many, many men, He said, "Hey, I'll offer you Living Water and you will never thirst 
again." Grace. When they turned His Father's house into a place of profit, financial 
profit, he overturned the tables and said, "My Father's house is a place of worship. 
You shall never do that." Truth. Then, He went to a tax collector, essentially a 
criminal, and said, "Leave your ways and come change the world." Grace. When He 
came He was full of truth and grace. 
 

 What did Jesus do? Jesus called out duplicity. He slammed hypocrisy. He hated 
pretenses. Truth. Grace. He loved the outcasts. He touched the lepers. He 
befriended prostitutes. Jesus came full of grace and truth. There may be no better 
story in all of scripture. When there was a woman who was caught in the act of 
adultery, that's freaky to think about, someone caught her. We don't know if she's 
like kind of doing that all the time like, I won't say it, or we don't know, maybe the 
guy was her boss, or something and had a position of power over her and forced ... 
We don't know the circumstances. All we know is nobody's focusing on him and 
everybody's focusing on her. All these religious guys were trying to trap Jesus. They 
drew a line and they said, "Hey, the law says," truth, "The law says if you do this 
you must be stoned. What do you say, Jesus?" Jesus does something crazy. He gets 
down and starts writing in the sand. We don't know what He wrote, no idea. Some 
people assume, they think, perhaps he was writing the sins of the men who were 
there, because we know the older men left first, one-by-one, and maybe the 
younger guys were too stupid, thinking he wasn't going to get to them. He got to 
them. They all left. Jesus looks at this woman, and you have to understand she may 
not have been fully clothed. She was caught in the act, moments from her death. 
Jesus kneels down with this broken women and he looks at her after every man 
who wanted to kill her is gone and he says, "Ma'am, where are your condemners?" 
She says, "There are none." Grace. He said, "Go live however you want because 
you're forgiven." No, no, no, no, no. He said, "Now, go your way and sin no more." 
Truth. 
 

 Jesus came full of grace and truth. How do we live faithfully for Jesus in a 
postmodern world? We live with grace and truth. Every time religion drew a line 
what would Jesus do? Jesus would cross that line. Jesus was a line crosser. Why did 
Jesus cross the line? Because there were people on the other side of the line. There 
were people on the other side of the line. That's why as Jesus followers we need to 
hear this. We don't draw lines to keep people out. We cross lines to love people in. 
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That's who we are. That's what we do. You have to hear it again, and I appreciate 
the partial golf clap, or whatever, but that's what we do. Jesus crossed lines. We 
don't say, "You're not good enough because you're behavior is different." You're on 
the other side of the line. We don't draw lines to keep them out, we cross them to 
bring them in. That's how we live. That's how we love, with grace and truth. 
 

 I'll tell you a story dear to my heart. There's a guy, I'll call him Nick, it's not his real 
name. Nick turned away from God, turned away from the church and wanted to 
have nothing to do with it. I needed some stuff done on my house and I hired Nick 
to do it. Never met Nick, he was referred to me, and he was good at repairs. He 
was also good at telling dirty jokes, and he was also good at cussing. I actually liked 
the fact that he knew that I was a pastor and he still cussed and told dirty jokes, not 
because they were funny, some of which they were, but they were totally 
inappropriate, but I liked the fact that he wasn't trying to be something that he 
wasn't around me. I just liked that about him, and so we connected. I started 
talking to him and he opened up and talked about being addicted to pornography, 
addicted to alcohol, addicted to drugs, and a whole lot of other things, and we 
became friends. Now, can Pastor Craig befriend a person like that? You better 
believe, that's what my Savior did, and that's what I'm going to do. We cross lines 
because we love people. We became friends. Eventually, one time, I'm not going to 
say this happened every week, but Amy and I invited Nick to our home for dinner, 
and my home-educated kids learned more about the world in a three-minute 
conversation than they had in 15 years of growing up. I stay occasionally in touch 
with Nick, reached out to him on his birthday, invited him to church. He came once 
or twice and then suddenly, by a miraculous set of events, things changed, he met 
Jesus, he's on our staff now, he's going to be the campus pastor ... I made all that 
up, okay, I just made that last part up completely. Would have been a great ending, 
but the truth is Nick's still smoking weed, doing all this other stuff. He had a party 
and was high, and all his buddies they were making fun of me, actually megachurch 
pastors and I came up. He defended me. He said, "Craig's not like that." "You don't 
know Craig," and he goes, "Hey, I know him. I've had dinner with his wife and his 
kids. I know him." They're like, "You don't know him." "Yes, I do know him. He's my 
friend." "No, you don't know him." "Yes, I do." Anyway, by the end of the party he 
convinced them all to raise their beers in toast to Pastor Craig and LifeChurch. 
 

 Now, I don't know how you feel about that. I think Jesus would think it's pretty 
cool, because Jesus goes across lines. He's not a follower of Jesus. Let me tell you 
what's not going to reach him. Truth, truth, truth, truth, truth without grace. Let 
me tell you what's not going to reach him. Grace, grace, grace, grace without truth. 
When Jesus came He came full of truth and grace. He crossed lines to go show 
grace and to show truth. He didn't draw lines to keep people out. He crossed lines 
to bring them in. 
 

 For those of you, and there are more of you here at all of our churches in a line 
than most of us would like to realize. You're having second thoughts. I grew up in 
this and my parents believed it. I'm not sure what I believe. I've been hurt. I've seen 
some things. Mom and dad claimed it but they didn't live it. Do I still believe it? I 
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prayed and nothing happened. What do I believe? There are those of you that the 
trajectory of your life is moving in the direction of postchristian. You go off to 
college, you hear something in your freshman [Biblic 00:30:22], it freaks you out. 
Well, can I still believe? Dadadadada. 
 

 If you are there today, "I used to believe and now I don't. I used to be in church and 
now I'll never fully engage again." Let me tell you what's happening. You are 
rejecting an incorrect view of who Christ is. You are rejecting a watered-down, 
polluted version of Christianity, and I reject that too, because when you really see 
Jesus as who He is, when you really see Him as who He is ... At church we don't 
always get it right, but He always got it right. He came full of grace and truth. When 
you see Him, the Word that became flesh, you will want to follow Him. Jesus came 
full of grace and truth. Grace. The scandalous, undeserved, irrational, lavish grace 
of Jesus poured out for us on the cross. Truth. The chain-breaking, sin-shattering, 
intimacy-building, life-giving truth of Jesus. When you get to know Him, the Word 
made flesh, you can't help but want more of Him. When Jesus came He did not 
come to condemn the world. He came to love the world and to set it free. 
 

 In an increasingly postchristian culture how do we live faithfully for Jesus? We lead 
with grace. We never compromise truth. When you know the truth the truth will 
set you free. When you meet His grace you'll be overwhelmed that God could love 
you so much that He would send His Son to die in your place. Father, we thank you 
that Jesus came and did for us what we couldn't do for ourselves. Help us to 
faithfully live and to love, God, with grace and truth. 
 

 All of our churches today, nobody looking around. There are those of you who say, 
"You know what, I am a Jesus follower and I want to be even more aware of what's 
going around in culture. God, help me to have eyes to see, ears to hear, a heart to 
care. Help me to show your love with grace and truth. Give me wisdom to deal with 
very complex situations with hurting people, with those who are desperate and 
turned away. God, give me your love, the truth of Jesus, to love them, to love them 
with grace and truth. 
 

 All of our churches you say, "I am a Jesus follower and I need the help of the Spirit 
of God to get this right," would you lift up your hands right now. I hope every hand 
goes up of Jesus followers here. Father, I thank you for a church full of people ready 
to pursue you, ready to embrace you, God. Give us a love for people like Nick, God. 
Give us the wisdom to know when to cross the line to show your love, not to turn 
people away or tell them what they're not, but to help them see how much they're 
loved, and to invite them in to a family that is not perfect but is loved by a perfect 
love. God, teach us to get this right. Father, open our eyes to see those who are in 
need. Lead by your spirit to show the grace and the truth of Jesus in all that we do. 
 

 As you continue praying today, I'm going to call an audible right now. Any campus 
pastors, if you will, let's get up on stage, on your platforms, all of our churches. I 
need everybody to look up here. I'm going to do something that I have never done 
exactly like this. I'm just going to ask you today at all of our churches, there are 
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those of you that you've been more on the way out, even in your heart you started 
to drift away and you're going to say, "I want to come back. I want to come back to 
Jesus." There are others of you, you recognize, "I am rebellious and I've sinned 
against God." You feel the guilt, the weight of it. You know, "If something happened 
to me today and there really is a God and I stood before Him I would be guilty. I'm 
afraid of what I've done. I need His forgiveness and His grace." Jesus came. This is 
the good news. This is gospel. He came without sin. He was perfect in every way. 
He died in our place so that we could be forgiven, not because we're good, because 
He's that good, because He's that good, because He's that good. That's why it's 
called good news. It's the grace of Jesus. The truth is without Him we're in big, big 
trouble. We don't have the righteousness on our own to stand before a holy God. 
 

 At all of our churches there are those of you. You say, "You know what, I need His 
grace. I need his forgiveness. Today in a culture that may be postchristian I want to 
say, before God and everyone else, I'm coming back to Him. I need His forgiveness. 
I need His grace. Today I surrender to Christ," or maybe your heart is drifted and 
you say, "I'm coming back. I'm coming back to Jesus. I'm giving my life back to 
Him." That's you in front of Jesus and everybody lift your hands high right now and 
say, "Yes, Jesus, I need your grace." Right back over there, and sir right back there, 
and right back over there. I hope you guys cheer louder, because we're going 
public. We want Jesus. We want His grace. Others of you today, hand up bold, "I 
surrender. I need your love. I need the grace of Jesus." Others of you, "I'm coming 
back." Both of you together, "I'm coming back. I'm coming back. Pray aloud with 
those around you. Pray. Heavenly Father, ... 
 

Congregation: Heavenly Father, ... 
 

Craig Groeschel: ... I need your grace ... 
 

Congregation: ... I need your grace ... 
 

Craig Groeschel: ... and I embrace your truth. 
 

Congregation: ... and I embrace your truth. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Forgive me of my sins. 
 

Congregation: Forgive me of my sins. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Make me brand new. 
 

Congregation: Make me brand new. 
 

Craig Groeschel: I want to know you. 
 

Congregation: I want to know you. 
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Craig Groeschel: I want to serve you. 
 

Congregation: I want to serve you. 
 

Craig Groeschel: I want to follow you. 
 

Congregation: I want to follow you. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Fill me with your Spirit ... 
 

Congregation: Fill me with your Spirit ... 
 

Craig Groeschel: ... so I can be yours ... 
 

Congregation: ... so I can be yours ... 
 

Craig Groeschel: ... saved by your grace ... 
 

Congregation: ... saved by your grace ... 
 

Craig Groeschel: ... and changed by your truth. 
 

Congregation: ... and changed by your truth. 
 

Craig Groeschel: My life is not my own. 
 

Congregation: My life is not my own. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Today I give it to you. 
 

Congregation: Today I give it to you. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Thank you for new life. 
 

Congregation: Thank you for new life. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Now you have mine. 
 

Congregation: Now you have mine. 
 

Craig Groeschel: In Jesus name I pray. 
 

Congregation: In Jesus name I pray. 
 

Craig Groeschel: All of our churches would you worship big today, worship loud. Welcome those 
born into God's family today. 

 


