UNITED // Week Three // Life-Giving Relationships

Key Scriptures

Ecclesiastes 4.9-10 // Matthew 7.12

Key Points

1. Be reliable. 2. Be loyal. 3. Keep confidence.
Takeaway
Give what you want to receive. Do to others what you would like done to you. And treat people how
you want to be treated.

Grow DEEPER

Genesis 3 // Deuteronomy 9.7-29 // Matthew 26.36-46 // Luke 16.1-15

Live DEEPER

To trust someone means you put some part of yourself in their hands. It can be dangerous. There is a risk
involved. And humanity has proven time and time again, at our core we cannot be trusted. God trusted
Adam and Eve with His image, then had to remove them from the Garden. Moses led the people out of Egypt
and slavery, but couldn’t be trusted to lead people into the promised land. The disciples walked, ate, slept,
and lived with Jesus for three years, but couldn’t be trusted to stay wake with Him in the hour He needed
them most. Trust is an earned trait, and it is a learned trait. We must earn someone’s trust, just as
someone must earn ours, and once we earn it, we must learn to handle it properly. And sometimes we are
let down. Our trust it mishandled by another, and we are left picking up the pieces. Or maybe we were used
or things didn’t pan out the way we hoped or dreamed or planned, and the result is we became jaded, and
cynical. So for many of us, that’s our story. But that’s not the end of our story, because the story of God
is a story declaring, you can trust again. The story of the gospel is God saying, put your life in My hands
and trust Me to handle it. All of it. Every detail. Every trial. Every uphill battle. Every heartache and heartbreak.
Every doubt, and misunderstanding, and uncertainty. God is saying, trust Me. The beauty of the gospel is,
Jesus has set us free from our distrust, and our cynicisim. The beauty of the gospel is, through Jesus, God
has given us His trust; He has restored His trust in us. God trusts us. He has given us a place in His story.
He has made us children, sons, daughters, and co-heirs with Christ, and He has given us His Name to carry.
The beauty of the gospel says, because of the Savior, we no longer have to live as cynics. Trust has been
earned and learned through the love of Jesus. Because of Jesus, you, me, all of us can trust again.

Look DEEPER

Do you struggle with trust? Have you been hurt when you have? Are you considered trustworthy?
When your family or friends place their trust in your hands, how do you handle it?
Do you treat it the same way you would like your trust to be treated?

Love DEEPER

We are called to love, and forgive, and extend grace and mercy to others. And we are also called to link
arms with others in the journey. But to link arms with someone you have to be willing to trust them. You
have to be willing to give them apart of yourself, even if that means making a sacrifice.

