The Maze // Week Two // I Have to be Strong

Key Scriptures

2 Corinthians 12.1-10

Key Points

1. Your identity shapes your beliefs.
2. Our most valuable treasure on earth is our identity in Christ.
3. Your strength is limited.
4. Your strength is intentionally limited, but God’s strength is unlimited.
5. You have to be weak, broken, vulnerable, and dependent.
Takeaway
What weakness do you need to embrace?

Grow DEEPER

1 Corinthians 13.33 // 1 Peter 5.7

Live DEEPER

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. God’s economy, the way He
accomplishes His will and the work of His kingdom, often flies in the face of how we think life should go.
God’s way often feels upside-down, backwards, and at times mysterious. In this passage, the author- Paulis writing to help clarify what it means to be strong. Paul understood the urge and temptation to brag about
things he had done, and what he had accomplished. But showing off his strength of knowledge and
expertise would only inflate his own ego. For Paul, there was nothing to be gained from boasting. And to
help keep Paul humble God gave him a “thorn in the flesh.” Some have debated this was a physical condition such as poor eye-sight, epilepsy, or stuttering. Others have said it was emotional distress over not
being able to win the Jewish people to the Messiah. Regardless of what it was, God’s grace was sufficient
to sustain Paul in the struggle. Not only was His grace sufficient, but it actually increased in Paul’s weakness.
And through his weakness God was able to bring more glory to Himself than if Paul were doing things on
his own. For this reason Paul rejoiced at the thorn, at his suffering, and his weakness.

Look DEEPER

When is the last time you delighted in your weaknesses, in insults, in hardship, in persecution, in difficulties?
What weakness do you need to stop hiding, and start embracing?
Where do you need to stop complaining, and start rejoicing?

Love DEEPER

Jesus is not looking for you to be strong. He is looking for you to trust Him. He is looking for you to rely
less on your strength, and more on His. Jesus invites us to embrace our weaknesses, name them, call them
out, then watch what He can do through them. Because when we are weak, He is strong.

