
STRAPPED—1 
A GODLY PERSPECTIVE ON MONEY 

 
How many could use some more money? Don’t have enough money. 

Money is fun. If you have some. 
 

Done something stupid with money! Everyone else is lying. 
Dora Explorer set in Chinese: Stupid w/zeroes! 

No guilt! Shake, shake, shake—Shake your guilt off! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next wk: Practical, Get out of debt, Savings, Investing, QNA 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender. 
Prov. 22:7 
 
Servant: `ebed (eh'-bed); a servant, a slave, in bondage. 

 
• Love to get married, can’t afford it.   
• Love to start a family—have more children, one at home. 
• Little larger house, Rented whole life. 
• Hate my job—would love to do something different. 
• Help someone in need, Mission Trip, Offerings 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
• Average household debt in the U.S. is now 136% of the 

household income.           (U.S. Gov) 
 

• For those carrying a balance, the average credit card debt 
is $14,517.   Shoes, golf clubs, lattes, and Dora dvds. 
 

• The average 21-year-old owes $12,000. By 28, they owe 
$78,000. 
 

• The average number of U.S. households living paycheck to 
paycheck is 55%. Lose job—can’t make rent or house. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Strapped is normal is: House payments, Car payments, Student loan 

payments, credit card payments, sleepless 
nights, marriage tension, worrying all the above. 

2/3 parables dealt with $ & possessions 

Gospels, 1 of 10 verses deal directly with money. 
2300 verses in the Bible. 5 times as many as prayer and faith. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THE TEMPTATION OF MONEY AND THINGS 
 

1) WE ARE TEMPTED TO SERVE MONEY. 
 
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Money. Matt 6:24 
 

Bought something you didn’t need…  serving  
Hoard and not given…   serving  
Fight to move up… expense of family serving  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
2) WE ARE TEMPTED TO LOVE MONEY. 

 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager 
for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs. 1 Tim. 6:10              
 

Money not bad or good. Have a lot to love, Have a lot & don’t luv. 
More money: Wouldn’t work as much * Debt * Give more. 

More money makes you more of what you already are!  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Love of money root of evil. Don’t love money. Like it. Don’t love it. 
Asked you earlier—don’t have enough money. 

 
10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless.  
Eccl 5:10 
 

Many are under money’s power and don’t even know it. 
Issue isn’t how much you make, how much you spend. 



Don’t have an income problem—lifestyle problem—spiritual problem. 
 
When we believe most problems solved by more $, under its influence. 

What I really need is more $! Really need is more Jesus. 
 

Tired of being strapped. Hate being under power of money. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A GODLY PERSPECTIVE ON MONEY 
 

We don’t serve money—We serve God. 
 

• MONEY SERVES US AS WE SERVE GOD. 
 

How can money serve us? 
 

Buy times: Drive South Carolina. You might hire housecleaner. 
Options: Go to Grandma’s for vacation. Take Grandma Hawaii. 

Tithe and help people around the world. 
 

Our Story—Never in bondage to money. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another… Rom 13:8 
 

Imagine debt free! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy… 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven… 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. Matt 6:19-21 
 

Deserve the same lifestyle your parents took 30 years to achieve! 
House—Car—Vacation—Phone—Flat Screen—134 channels 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." Luke 12:15 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing… Prov 13:7 
 
Better to be a nobody and yet have a servant than pretend to be somebody and have no food. Prov 12:9 
 
10 "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not 
been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? Luke 16:10-11 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Opening Video 
 
Craig is taped up to chair, struggling to get out with these stats rolling… 
 

• 95% of married couples argue regularly about money. 
• The number 1 cause of divorce in American financial related. 
• The average American has over $38,000 consumer debt. 
• 62% of Americans will retire with less than $10,000 income per year. 
• The average American spent $1.22 for every $1 earned.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
• Average debt for a 21 year old is $12,000. For a 28 year old it’s $78,000. 
• Average student loan debt at graduation is $22,000. 
• From March of 2010, average credit card debt has dropped from $16,383 to $14,517 
• Average household debt in the US has now reached a level of 136% of average household income 
• 700,000 Americans have signed up for a credit card that has interest rates that go as high as 59.9%. 
• According to a survey released very close to the end of 2010, 55 percent of all Americans are now living paycheck to paycheck.  Lori: Some surveys 

say 61% (2010)  
• 50% of Americans have less than one month of emergency savings (28% have less than two weeks’ expenses saved). 
• People Spend 12-18% more when using a credit card. 
• You can save $112,000 over a lifetime by bringing your lunch to work in a brown paper bag. 
• Roughly 66% of those surveyed this year don’t expect to have enough money to retire at age 65 
• US Married couples argue an average of three times per month about their joint finances. Ages 40+ couples fight four times per month. 

The average person in the 20s now carries some $45,000 in outstanding debts in student loans,credit card debt, auto loans and mortgages, though they tend to 
understandably pick up more as they age, according to a new survey from the PNC Financial Services Group. Those who were 20 or 21 had just $12,000 in outstanding 
balances, and while one-fifth had credit card debt, most of that was comprised of education loans. Only 9 percent and 3 percent had auto loans or mortgage debt, 
respectively. 
 
But by the time consumers were 28 or 29, they had an average of $78,000 in debt, the report said. More than half still had education debt, while 48 percent had credit 
cards, 38 percent had car loans, and 29 percent had mortgages. 
 
In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. Prov 21:20 
 

Doesn’t say—house of the rich! 6 figure income 
Two Families—Who is rich? 

 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 1 Tim 6:6-10 
 
Can’t trust you with more income… all you’ll do is consume it all! 

Before God gives you more income—get control of the outgo. 
things you consume are consuming you. 

 
MONEY PROMISES WHAT ONLY GOD CAN PROVIDE 

 
1) MONEY PROMISES US SECURITY. 
2) MONEY PROMISES US SIGNIFICANCE. 

 
Leave 3 or 4 bed house, expensive car—fight about money/restuarnt. 

 
Blessed more than you ever thought—still unsatisfied. 

Tricked—more make you happy—strapped—not satisfied. 
 

• Average household consumer debt for a family of five is $39,000. ($7800 per person) 
 
 
 
Money just makes you more of what you already are! Jerk. Rich jerk. Generous. Incredibly generous! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


