
	 	

 

Week 1 / Live Speak  
“Two Nights Only”

Be You  
 
The Point: 
Be you.  
 
180 
We are kicking off a brand-new series tonight called Two Nights Only, and I want to know something as we start out: 
How many of you would say that action movies are your favorite kind of movie? You love to see explosions and fight 
scenes galore. How many of you like the drama? Seriously? You don’t get enough of that at school? Well, where are my 
funny people? How many of you like comedies best? Well, let’s jump in and see how a comedian changes a small town 
in our first week of Two Nights Only. 
 
LIVE SPEAK 
So, in this last scene, we saw two very different people—Rob and Harry—becoming friends. And what’s interesting to 
me is how different these two guys are. Harry is a traveling comedian. He knows who he is, and he’s living confidently 
because of it. We still have a lot to learn about Rob. But right now, it sure seems like he is a waffle, right? He’s waffling 
between a lot of different things—family, work, what he wants to do with his life—it’s like he’s willing to just be whoever 
he needs to around people to be accepted. 
 
Tell about a time when you pretended to be someone different. This could be a fun/funny story to build rapport with your 
audience. 
 
There are so many different things that shape and develop who we become.  
 
How you grew up, the friends you have, your family situation, the things you learn in school, what you see on TV or on 
social media—all these things influence who we become.  
 
You see celebrities and want to dress like them. Hopefully, your inspiration isn’t from Lady Gaga that one time she 
literally wore a meat dress (show picture of Lady Gaga in her meat dress). 
 
Or you have a friend who you realize you act a lot like. 
 
It’s so easy to feel the pressure to be something or someone different.  
 
But here’s what we’re going to challenge you with today: BE YOURSELF. 
 
Turn to someone next to you, and tell them “be yourself.” 
 
Here’s the thing, the semester’s almost over. Another school year gone by. You’ve learned; you’ve grown, and you’ve 
developed. Summer isn’t just about taking a break, it’s a time to become all that has developed in you this past year. 
 
You’re about to transition into the next season of life. Some of you are graduating, others of you are going to be in high 
school, and many of you start driving next year. 
 
You are about to enter a time of transition, so you have an opportunity to determine who you are going to become.  
 
 



	 	

 

 
 
 
 
 
I want to encourage you to be yourself. Be who God made YOU to be. Stand firm in it. Declare it. Let people know who 
YOU are and what you’re about. 
 
There’s this story in the Bible about a guy named Daniel who stood firm in who he was and what he believed in, and it 
completely paid off. 
 
Paraphrase and use Scripture how you feel best suits you. This will be the story in Daniel 1. But here’s a general flow for 
you:  
 
Basically, what happens in this story is the King, Nebuchadnezzar, gets a bunch of young guys and trains them up so 
they can serve in his court.  
 
At that time, there was a strict diet that was required by the King to get those young men in the best shape possible. But 
Daniel knew what he stood for, and this is how he responded to it: 
 
Daniel 1:8-10 NLT- But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given to them by the 
king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. Now God had given the chief of staff 
both respect and affection for Daniel. But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you eat 
this food and wine. If you become pale and thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the king will have me 
beheaded.” 
   
Everyone one else was doing it. He had a choice to make. He could fit in and do what everyone else was doing, or he 
could stand out and be who he knew God created him to be. And this is how it turned out for him: 
 
Daniel 1:15 NLT- At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nourished than the 
young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king. 
 
Daniel 1:19-20 NLT- The king talked with them, and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah. So they entered the royal service. Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and 
balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any [one else]. 
 
God had something in store for Daniel’s life. It just took Daniel to stand firm in who he knew God made him to be. He 
owned it, stood firm in it, and lived it out, and look where he ended up. He was favored by the king over everyone else. 
 
God has something in store for you. As you transition out of this school year, head into the summer, and gear up for 
what’s next for you, you need to know God has something in store. But it’s going to take you being YOU. Being who 
God made you to be. Not being who others want you to be, not trying to fit in, but being yourself.  
 
You have what it takes. God’s put it inside you. We’ve equipped you here in Switch over the year to know what God 
wants for your life, how to be a better friend, a stronger Christian, a greater servant, and a more loving person. 
 
So, as you think about the next season for your life and who you’re going to be, I want you to think about this question: 
 
Who did God make me to be? 
 
Answer that question for yourself. Then step up and be that person. Own it. Declare it. Let others see it. Live it out. 
 
It is the end of school, but it should also be the beginning of becoming who God made you to be. The question is: will 
you choose to become it? 
 
 



	 	

 

 
 
 
 
 

CLOSE 
Have students close their eyes and bow their heads. 

Tonight, some of you realize that you’ve been trying to be all these other people. Maybe it’s because you’re just trying 
your best to fit in. Or, maybe it’s because you don’t really like who you are. Whatever the reason is, hopefully tonight you 
realized God wants you to be you. That He made you just the way He wants you and now, it’s time to become that 
person. Maybe tonight you’re willing to make a stand and say that you will become the person you know God wants you 
to be. You’re done pretending; you’re done trying, and you are going to embrace who God made you to be. If you’re 
ready to live that out, then raise your hand right now and let me pray for you… (Pray for the students.) 

With eyes still closed and heads still bowed: 

There are others of you who have just done you. You didn’t know God made you the way He wants you. That He has a 
purpose and a plan for your life. For some of you tonight, it’s time to put your identity in Christ because He loves you. He 
loves you so much that He died for your sins over 2,000 years ago so that you could live the life God intended you to 
live. The Bible says that if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old has gone and the new has come. For 
some of you tonight, it’s time to give yourself over to Christ to make you new. It’s time to become the person God has in 
store for you. If you want to accept that Jesus died for you and you want to be “in Christ” tonight for the very first time, 
then raise your hand right now and everyone together repeat this prayer after me… (Have students repeat the prayer 
after you to receive Jesus in their lives and to begin to live for Him).	


