
	 	

Week 2 / Intro & Close / The Dark Side 

Trial in the Desert 
 
The Point: 
Be prepared for life’s trials. 
 
Intro 
How many of you’ve ever watched any of those survivor shows? I’m not talking about the reality TV show Survivor. I’m 
talking about a person or a few people left stranded in the forest or the desert to survive on their own and make it out 
alive.  
 
How many of you think you could go and do that—and survive? 
 
How about in a desert climate, with no food and no water and you had to survive for 40 days? Who thinks they could do 
that? 
 
Well today, we’re going to hear about how Jesus survived in the desert for 40 days, alone, with Satan. So let’s go to this 
week of The Dark Side.    

 
Close 
Have students close their eyes and bow their heads. 

Some of you know you’re in some sort of trial in your life. It’s hard, but you realize today that with God’s help you can 
and will get through it. But you also know that it takes preparation. If you’re willing to step into whatever you have going 
on in your life by giving it over to God and getting spiritually prepared to take it on, then raise your hand right now and let 
me pray for you. (Pray for the students.) 

With eyes still closed and heads still bowed: 

For a lot of you, if you were really honest right now, you’d say, “You know what? There is a battle going on for me.” 
There’s a battle right now in the spiritual world going on for many of you, and you can feel it. There’s something that’s 
drawing you to God, and you know it. You’re feeling drawn to God. Let me tell you what that is. That is the Holy Spirit of 
God. Scripture says you’re drawn to God by His Spirit. And then, there may be some little voices in the back of your 
head going, “Oh, that’s stupid. Don’t buy into that religion stuff. You don’t need Jesus. There’s no such thing. Religion’s 
just a crutch. Don’t even go there.” And you’re being pulled back and forth.  

What’s happening? There’s a battle for you. God wants all of you, and Satan wants all of you.  

Here’s how much God loves you. He sent His only Son, Jesus, who was born without sin, lived a perfect life, and died on 
a cross, shed His blood. On the third day, He was raised from the dead. He ascended into Heaven. He is seated at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty, and He’s praying for you, praying for you to say yes to Him.  

But the bottom line is, you have a choice. Who wins this battle? God, or Satan? Who gets your life? God, or Satan. 
Some of you right now are going to say, “You know what, today’s the day. Jesus, I believe You’re the Son of God. I 
believe You’re the Savior. I want You to be mine. Jesus, I surrender my life to You. Satan, get back. You cannot have my 
life. I surrender my life to You, Jesus. In every way, every part of me, Jesus, be the Savior and the Lord of my life.” If 
that’s your prayer today, would you lift your hands high right now? Lift them high all over the place and say, “Yes, Jesus, 
save me from my sins…” (Have students repeat the prayer after you to receive Jesus in their lives and to begin to live for 
Him). 


